
 SA N D U SK Y  —  T he new  
 Sand usky H ealthcare C enter 
 at C olum bus Avenue and  
 Perkins Avenue w as built to 
 offer the best p ossible p rim ary 
 care, F ireland s H ealth officials 
 say.
 D octors w ho are treating 
 p atients in the brand -new  
 build ing w ere consulted  about 
 the d esign,  said  K atherine 
 Sm ith, R .N ., d irector of 
 quality for the F ireland s 
 Physician G roup .
 T he Sand usky H ealthcare 
 C enter, unveiled  in a p ublic 
 event in late O ctober, began 
 p atient ap p ointm ents on N ov. 
 1.
 T he 45,000-square-foot, tw o-
 story F ireland s Sand usky 
 H ealthcare C enter, at 2520 
 C olum bus Ave., houses about 
 a d ozen d octors and  also has 
 im aging and  laboratory 
 services in the build ing, 
 m aking routine tests and  
 im aging easy for p atients w ho 
 need  p roced ures such as a 
 blood  test or an X -ray.
 T he build ing, w hich cost close 
 to $25 m illion, has huge 
 w ind ow s that give the interior 
 a sunny, w elcom ing feel. T he 
 w ind ow s have a green tint, 
 consistent w ith green being a 
 brand ing color for F ireland s 
 H ealth.
 Insid e, the offices are 
 organized  into p od s w hich 
 keep  d octors close to their 
 staff and  to p atients, and  that 
 d esign is no accid ent, said  
 Sm ith, w ho d eals w ith p atient 
 safety, the quality of p rim ary 
 healthcare and  the exp eriences 
 of F ireland s H ealth p atients. 
 T he ultim ate d esign w as “very 

 m ed ical care, and  p atients are 
 m ore likely to get a test if they 
 can  sim p ly go to another p art 
 of the build ing.
 T he situation at Sand usky 
 H ealthcare C enter also sp eed s 
 getting results back to the 
 d octor, and  that can be 
 help ful, too. If an X -ray show s 
 a broken leg, the d octor 
 d oesn’t w ant the p atient 
 w alking around  and  p utting 
 p ressure on it, he said .
 T he d octors op erating at 
 Sand usky H ealthcare C enter 
 includ e m em bers of the 
 F ireland s Physician G roup s as 
 w ell as p ed iatricians associated  
 w ith U niversity H osp itals’ 
 R ainbow  B abies and  
 C hild rens unit. 
 Sm ith said  one elem ent of 
 F ireland s Physician G roup  
 she’s p articularly p roud  of are 
 the care coord inators, nurses 
 w ho are p art of the team  in 
 the p od  and  w ho w ork w ith 
 p atients com ing out of the 
 hosp ital or suffering from  high 
 risk cond itions.
 T hey can help  the p atients 
 m eet reasonable goals that w ill 
 help  them  feel better. F or 
 exam p le, if the p atient is 
 sup p osed  to red uce sugar 
 consum p tion, the care 
 coord inator can ask if it’s 
 necessary to d rink five cans of 
 sod a p op  a d ay. A nd  if the 
 p atient had  p rom ised  to w alk 
 on the high school track tw ice 
 a w eek d uring the sum m er, 
 that can be brought up .
 T he id ea is to p artner w ith the 
 p atient on p ractical lifestyle 
 changes that can be achieved , 
 Sm ith said .
 D octors w ho m oved  into the 
 new  build ing includ e eight 
 p hysicians associated  w ith 
 F ireland s Physician G roup . In 
 ad d ition to W id m er, they are 
 D r. T hom as C onley, D r. E ric 
 M ast, D r. K arl O berer, D r. 
 K aitlin Schw erer, D r. K evin T. 
 C arnahan, D r. Jennifer K ap le 
 and  D r. N ataliya B um agina. 
 B um agina is a p ed iatric 
 m ed icine p hysician; the others 
 p ractice fam ily m ed icine.
 T he build ing also has four 
 U niversity H osp itals R ainbow  
 B abies &  C hild ren Sand usky 
 Ped iatricians p rovid ers. T hey 
 are D r. K im berly Vacca, D r. 
 M arin W aynar, D r. Terry 
 W isem an and  A shley F olger, a 
 certified  nurse p ractitioner.
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 intentional,” she said .
 T he p ossible d esigns for the 
 interior includ ed  a trad itional 
 system  of hallw ays and  
 sep arate offices behind  d oors, 
 Sm ith said .
 Instead , F ireland s op ted  for a 
 build ing interior that 
 fostered  a team  d ynam ic, 
 w ith exam  room s that circle 
 insid e a p od .
 D octors w ere at the forefront 
 of those early d esign 
 d ecisions. T hey op ted  to be 
 am ong the nurses’ stations, 
 Sm ith said .
 “T hey all felt very p assionate 
 about being em bed d ed  w ith 
 their clinical team  all d ay,” 
 she said .
 D r. M atthew  W id m er, D O , a 
 fam ily m ed icine and  sp orts 
 m ed icine p hysician in the 
 new  build ing, said  the 
 trad itional arrangem ent has 
 offices for the d octor tucked  
 aw ay from  the treatm ent area 
 to p rovid e p rivacy for the 
 p hysician.
 “T he p roblem  w ith that is it 
 takes you aw ay from  your 
 staff,” W id m er said . 
 T he p od  arrangem ent  m akes 
 com m unication easy, 
 although d octors can still 
 obtain p rivacy w hen they 
 need  it, he said .
 W id m er said  he’s also p leased  
 w ith another d esign elem ent 
 —  big exam ination room s 
 large enough to hold  an 
 entire fam ily. T hat’s useful 
 for tim es w hen the entire 
 fam ily need s to be a p artner 
 for som eone’s health care, he 
 said .
 W id m er said  includ ing 
 laboratory services and  

 im aging services in 
 the build ing isn’t 
 just a nice 
 convenience for 
 p atients, w ho d on’t 
 have to go to the 
 bother of m aking a 
 sep arate trip  to get 
 blood  d raw n or to 
 get an X -ray for a 
 sore foot. It’s a 
 d ecision that also 
 w ill result in better 
 m ed ical care, he 
 said .
 W id m er exp lained  
 that com p liance 
 w ith a d octor’s 
 ord ers is an 
 elem ent to good  


