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“...He breathed on them

and said,
‘Receive the Holy Spirit.
John 20:22

22

Lesson: The Gospel of John tells us that Jesus’ followers had laid low after the Christ’s crucifixion “for fear of the Jews” (20:19). Their
trepidation was not unfounded. Their leader had after all been murdered by Rome at the urging of their own people; as Jesus’ followers, all of
their lives were at stake. The Evangelist doesn’t tell us exactly who these disciples were that huddled together under lock and key that first Easter
night, nor does he relate how many there were. What John does tell us, however, is that the resurrected Christ suddenly appeared among them,
bearing both his wounds fresh from the cross and God’s peace or shalom. Jesus’ peace serves as the prelude to his commission, the sending out
of his followers into the world, that is, to do the work God sent Jesus himself to begin. For this work, Jesus gives them his breath or the Holy
Spirit. Jesus didn’t pretend or unrealistically promise his disciples that his indwelling presence in the person of the Holy Spirit will protect them
from the same hostility, persecution, and even death, that he also faced when he was on the earth; proclaiming the risen Christ will always be met
with opposition, resistance, and sometimes even violence and hate. Instead, the Holy Spirit is meant to bring forth life from the ruins of spiritual
death and fear so to empower Jesus’ followers — then and now — to boldly proclaim God’s life-giving grace to a dark and dying world.

Jhis week, spend some time with these disciples who were
moved by the dftoly pirit to put their faith in action!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eMBuudfVi5U
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fOsA5sMTO9AQ
https://kids.kiddle.co/Thomas the Apostle

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=csjERTqKdgo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hJyomfnUDjM

https://www.sswe.com/blog/colors-of-christ-bracelet-
religious-craft-activiy/

https://yummyhealthyeasy.com/easter-resurrection-
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https://www.youtbue.com/watch?v=8YlzZWPPiH4A
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