dfaith in gfetion
‘dhe Natureal World”

“Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so
that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky,
over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that
move along the ground.” Genesis 1:26

Lesson: In Genesis 1:26-28, God gives humans “dominion” over the earth and everything in it. Associated with kingship, the Hebrew word
for dominion, “radah” has long been misconstrued to mean “domination,” and so used to erroneously defend the harsh ecological
destruction and cruel injustices that are byproducts of the consumerism, greed and selfish overconsumption especially inherent in
industrialized nations. Like ancient Israel’s Kings, however, we are instead called to ethically serve as God'’s viceroys or stewards,
protecting, preserving and restoring God’s creation to the harmonious goodness God intended in the beginning, while also using the same
compassionate care and fair treatment as the Divine Creator, which includes an eye on the oppressed, for all of God'’s suffering creation.

dhis week, put fait/l in action 6#

| The Green Bible...really

i Ever wonder what scripture really has to say
| about going green? Then look no further than
T#he Green Bible, the environmental NRSV
where the answers to all of your questions are
highlighted in green. The Bible that is said by
ecological and wildlife organizations to “take
creation, stewardship and sustainability
seriously,” even includes essays and a “Green !
Trail Study Guide,” making quick reference a !
breeze. And, while the Pharisees may have '
been Aypocrites, Harper Publishing is not. 7#e |
Green Bible comes on recycled paper with soy |
| ink or can be purchased as a Kindle eBook. A |
| daily devotional companion is also available |
| for purchase and can better help your family |
| make green not just a color choice, but a |
| lifestyle! i

Did you know that bumblebees LOVE the colors purple,
blue and yellow, but HATE red?!? Keep this in mind if you
want to attract these gentle giant pollinators to your next
garden party. They also can get dehydrated so leave out
shallow saucers filled with pebbles as a watering station.



https://zoo.sandiegozoo.org/live-cams

A Goodall Clip
(that’s good for all stewards)

Few things say or live conservation better than
anthropologist and stewardship role model,
Dame Jane Goodall. While her YouTube clip,
Mother Nature, is secular in nature, her poignant
and moving message about the interconnected
and interlocking web of nature and our role as
caretakers could be taken from the pages of
scripture. Its six minutes has the potential of
transforming your family’s thinking and choices
forever.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=48mxaQtbUd
u

When you’re done watching the video, shoot on
over to Goodall’s interactive site,
www.rootsandshoots.org which offers not only a
vast array of creation friendly information, but
also provides youth activities and “1-Click”
challenges to help build a more ecologically
friendly world for all of earth’s inhabitants. This
site changes, so be sure to stop by often!

It has often been said that, where
there is life, there is suffering...as
well as the presence of God. This
week take a quiet moment with your
Sfamily to remember and pray for the
needs of all those in God’s natural
world who are in pain or distress by
lighting a virtual candle for God’s
Light to shine in this dark world.
https://gratefulness.org/light-a-candle/
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