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The India Group had previously collaborated with The Children’s Burn Foundation (CBF) and Dr. Sunil Choud-
hary, Senior. Director and Chief of Plastic Surgery at the Max Institute of Reconstructive Aesthetic Cleft & Cra-
niofacial Surgery (MIRACLES) in New Delhi to help Annu, a teenager 
whose face was badly burned in a childhood accident. For various rea-
sons, CBF needed an experienced liaison on-the-ground in India, so CBF 
Chief Program Officer Tanya Sorkin asked if TIG could act on behalf of 
the foundation as logistics coordinator between the two organizations to 
make the surgery possible in India. 

The two American organizations developed a memo of understanding en-
suring that TIG, the CBF, Dr. Choudhary, and the Max Institute were able  
to work together to complete the surgery. 

Not long after that surgery came to successful completion, CBF ap-
proached TIG about help for another child, Vansh, who had suffered se-
vere burns which fused his lower lip to his chest making it impossible 
for him to stand erect, among many other serious functional difficulties. TIG’s founder, Paul Ramsey, made 
special trips to Delhi to meet with Dr. Choudhary and Vansh’s family to arrange for transportation to Delhi as 
well as myriad other details. Such an undertaking requires a great deal of time-consuming commitment and fol-
low-through for everyone involved. 

The Background Story
Piyush Chopra, a Sikh businessman from Meerut, 
saw Vansh on the street, was brought to tears by 
his condition, and began searching the internet for 
help. After many false starts, he ultimately made 
contact with CBF about two week before TIG’s 
annual Spring group trip to India.

Vansh’s parents, Venus and Mukesh, have four 
daughters ranging in age from 20 to 10 in addi-
tion to 8-year-old Vansh. Three years ago he was 
home with one of his sisters while his parents 
were working, started playing with matches, and 
the tragedy began.

The family identifies as Christian, and the oldest daughter married a Christian man. Mukesh, the 
father, told of his conversion experience, saying he didn’t believe in any God before his son’s accident. Vansh had 
been in a coma for a month after the conflagration when his wife, Venus, brought her minister in to pray. The min-
ister prayed and touched the boy and he awoke from the coma. The father said after that experience “he believed.”

Special Report: 
Vansh, The Easter Miracle

Vansh & his family with Paul before the surgery

Dr. Choudhary & his MIRACLES team

http://www.theindiagroup.net/
http://childburn.org/
https://www.maxhealthcare.in/doctor/dr-sunil-choudhary
https://www.maxhealthcare.in/doctor/dr-sunil-choudhary
https://plasticsurgerymax.wordpress.com/
https://plasticsurgerymax.wordpress.com/
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Vansh’s surgery was an unbelievable suc-
cess: He has a face again, both arms are 
free, his neck transplant taken from his 
thigh worked, and all other areas were re-
leased and grafted. The detailed planning 
and meticulous execution of the surgical 
plan was the hallmark of the day. Both par-
ents were understandably ecstatic.

Vansh immediately after the surgery

Patient Evaluation
Vansh presented as an 8-year-old lively child with severe burn contracture from accidental home burns sustained 
three years ago. His parents hailed from low socioeconomic strata of the society with the father being the only 
employed parent working as a chauffeur. Vansh had only received dressings and mostly from alternative medi-
cine practitioners. 

No reconstructive surgery was ever performed on him, resulting in his lip being tethered to his chest with his neck 
in a fixed flexion deformity. In addition, both his arms were fused to his side chest wall and he also had left wrist 
contracture. His quality of life was poor, since he cannot go to school because of his looks and constant drooling. 

Surgical Plan
Vansh’s condition presented a challenge even for an experienced surgeon like Dr. Choudhary, who said Vansh 
had some of the worst burns he had ever seen. CBF has a story about a girl with similar burns, but Vansh’s were 
worse. The surgery aimed at releasing his neck and face contracture, reconstituting his neck and face with the help 
of flaps/skin grafts, along with releasing/reconstructing his arm and wrist contractures with skin grafting.

Surgery was anticipated to be a 10–12 hour tour-de-force, entailing the all the risks of any such complex surgery 
and the complete details were explained to the parents.

http://childburn.org/childrens-stories/zubaidas-story/
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APRIL 1
Vansh, the Easter Miracle
Vansh made rapid progress. On Easter 
Sunday, one could clearly see his new, 
transplanted neck and his chest cov-
ered with dressings to protect the un-
derlying grafts. Dr. Choudhary said, “I 
am so happy that all this happened in 

the Holy Easter days and I am sure divine blessings have been on our side.”

Dr. Choudhary with Vansh & his beaming parents

Vansh under anesthesia showing his newly free 
neck, no longer fused to his chest

Our Work Continues
TIG can help more children by collaborating with CBF and Dr. 
Choudhary—and vice versa. It is a truly efficacious collaboration 
with all three parties contributing their excellent skills to the high-
er cause of reducing suffering among children. 

Many thanks to all of our donors for freeing Vansh from the prison of his badly burned body. Please share Vansh’s 
story with others so that TIG can continue to help more children like Vansh. 

APRIL 5

The MIRACLES team celebrating Discharge Day with Vansh & his parents

Vansh wearing his recovery armor, ready to return home

Discharge Day from the Hospital
Dr. Choudary and his team celebrated Vansh’s 
new beginning with cake cutting and gifts. 
Vansh’s journey hasn’t ended as he embarked 
on a new schedule of physiotherapy designed to 
make him fully mobile.

CLICK HERE TO DONATE NOW!

http://www.theindiagroup.net/contact.html

