
 
  

Are You Getting our Enews 

& Monday Connects? 

Send an email to 
CarrieMac@mumconline.com 
to get added on to our email 
list so you ever miss an 
announcement. 

 
New Discussion Class with 

St. Peters & First Pres: 

Community Conversations 

on Race, Launching Sept. 

14th & 15th (Mondays or 

Tuesdays)  

   We are teaming up with our 
friends from St. Peter's 
Episcopal and 1st Presbyterian 
to launch Community 
Conversations on Race, an 
intentional partnership where 
our churches dive in and 
discuss the topic of race.  
We're beginning with a book 
study on Jennifer Eberhardt's 
work Biased: Uncovering the 
Hidden Prejudice That Shapes 
What We See, Think, and Do. 
This book study will be 
facilitated by a group of 
Memorial and St. Peter's 
pastors and staff and meet in 
virtual small groups via ZOOM 
for 6 weeks on Mondays from 
6:00PM - 7:30PM or Tuesdays 
from 11:00AM - 12:00PM.  
To register visit: 
tinyurl.com/CConRaceMUMC 
and if you have any questions 
please contact Pastor Drew. 

   

 
 
 
              

A letter from  
Rev. Dr. Mark Charles 

    I am proud that we have navigated 

these difficult days together by living 

well into the General Rules of 

Methodism: to do no harm, to do 

good, and to attend to our life with 

God.  

    Of course, we have also had many 

other aspects of church life going on 

in the background, too.  Through this 

mailing, I hope to update you on 

those things and perhaps answer 

some of the questions that have been 

on your mind about Memorial during 

this difficult and isolated time. 

 

Blessings, 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Charlie 

Dear Beloved Church Family,  

          

       The pastors and staff at Memorial 

have been in COVID-19 pandemic 

response mode since mid-March.  

During this time, we have often said 

that the church was not closed, yet the 

way we do church together had to 

change.  Through online worship 

services, Zoom classes, “Mac Packs,” 

the opening of our Sanctuary for prayer, 

the ministry of pastoral care, our 

“Keeping Connected” videos, our 

ENews and Monday Connect, and the 

continuation of local mission 

partnerships with groups such as 

Barnabas, IDN, as well as the support of 

some local families with specific needs, 

we have faithfully continued the 

church’s life of worship, of prayer & 

study, and of mission and ministry.  

along the way too. 

     We also managed to have a very 

successful Virtual VBS in July, keep our 

youth group gathering (virtually and 

outdoors) during the whole summer, 

and we have welcomed a number of 

new members  
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      You will remember “Prayerfully & 

Carefully” – our four phased return to 

campus plan that was communicated to 

our church family in May. We entered 

phase two of that plan and were making 

plans for a return to outdoor, in-person 

gatherings for worship on the first 

weekend of August.  At the same 

time, local and state COVID 

numbers began to rise. Because of 

this, the decision was made to  push our 

first in-person “Backyard Worship” 

gathering  until the beginning of 

September.    

      The current plan is to gather outdoors 

through our Backyard Worship on Sundays 

through November 1st. Then our goal will 

be to start to gather for in-person, indoor 

worship gatherings. These services 

(outdoors and indoors) will continue to 

be limited in duration and attendance 

and will be compliant with CDC 

guidelines, as well.     

      You might be wondering what has 

prompted this move at this time.  There 

are a couple of factors. First, is the data 

we were able to glean when we surveyed 

the congregation in early June.  One of 

the key questions in the survey asked 

about your readiness to return to in-

person worship. Out of 179 responses to 

that question, 24% were ready to come 

back to church immediately and a further 

23.5% of responses indicated a 

willingness to return to worship in July - 

September 2020.   
 

  
 

     With almost 50% of respondents 

indicating a readiness to return to some 

form of  in person worship, and a further 

24% indicating that they would be ready 

later in the Fall, September is a good 

time to take this step forward.   

     The data from the survey is backed up 

by the conversational feedback we are 

hearing from a cross-section of our 

grace-filled family.  Many of us are eager 

to have the option to worship together 

again. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

    We hear you and are finding a way to 

move forward together.  
     Second, is the reality that there is no 

complete end in sight for this pandemic 

and its impact on our lives.  With this in 

mind, we must find a way to move 

forward and find a new rhythm for our 

life together.  Online life has been great 

and thank God for the technological 

ability to stay connected in the ways we 

have been able to, yet the church is a 

gathered people, and our faith is an 

embodied faith. Being together matters.  

Backyard Worship provides an option to 

do that within COVID guidelines. 

 

 

 

 

 

Not everyone will feel that they are 

ready or able to return to in-person 

gatherings. 

    So, third, out of the 187 survey 

responses we received 64.5% 

considered themselves or someone in 

their homes to be in the “high risk” 

category for COVID-19.  To continue to 

meet the needs of our beloved church 

family members for whom it is best not 

to gather we are committed to 

continuing the provision of excellent 

online services, classes, and gatherings.  

 This includes our 11:00AM Facebook 

live service.  Online worship will remain 

through and beyond COVID and will 

continue to help us meet one of our 

Strategic Plan goals of connecting with 

people in new ways and in new places. 

     We already have been connected 

with new people both in our own 

community and with new people from 

across the United States too.   

     At our drive-thru event I found 

myself praying with an individual and 

having to ask her to remind me of her 

name. “Oh, Honey, you have never met 

me before so you don’t know my name.  

I have been joining you all online every 

week and I will be coming to Memorial 

when all this COVID is done!” 
 

 

When will we get back to 
worshipping together?  
 

The most frequently asked question 

toward me, is this: What is the church’s 

plan for getting back to in-person worship? 

       The current plan is to  
gather outdoors through our 
Backyard Worship on Sundays 

through November 1st. Then our 
goal will be to start to gather 
for in-person, indoor worship 

gatherings. 



 
  

How are the 
church’s finances? 

currently?  

Out from Obscurity- 

Biblical Heroines You 

May Not Know  

    Learn from many of the 

women in Bible times whose 

stories will inspire and 

encourage your own faith 

journey.  This 12-week study 

will explore the times, cultural 

context, lives and faith of six 

Old Testament and six New 

Testament women. Each 

woman’s story will open your 

mind, open your heart and 

open your hands as you relate 

your own journey of faith to 

theirs.  The class meets weekly 

beginning Sept. 23rd at 

6:00PM for 1.5 hours via 

ZOOM & will be facilitated by 

Pastor Alyce, the author of the 

study. To join, email 

RSVP@mumconline.com.  
    

"The Grace  

of Les Miserable" Begins 

in September/ Online 

AND On Campus 

This unique study was written 
by United Methodist minister 
Matt Rawle and brings a 
creative approach to six 
important Biblical concepts, 
the most important of which is 
grace. Combining the 
examples from both the classic 
novel by Victor Hugo and the 
popular musical this study uses  
scripture to help put the grace 
of God into a fresh  
perspective. The class is 
offered in 2 ways: via ZOOM 
on Thursday nights at 7:00PM 
- Sept. 24th-Oct. 29th  
and in-person on Tuesdays - 
1:30PM-Sept. 22nd-Oct. 27th 
in the Multipurpose Room. 
Email joan@mumconline.com 
to join. 

 
 

   If I have learned anything about the people of 

Memorial in the last two years it is that they are 

generous, joyful givers who are serious about 

supporting the mission and ministry of the local 

church.  This fact has only been 

further  emphasized since March.   

     Our month by month giving totals 

have indeed been impacted by not gathering 

for worship services since March. Those totals 

have been down overall during this time, which 

we would have expected of course.  However, 

by the generosity of our people, by our staff 

team working hard to dramatically decrease 

our expenses, and by the support of the Florida 

Conference of the United Methodist Church, 

we have made it month by month through this 

season.  Between March and July we had 

positive monthly balances at the end of each 

month.   Early indications on August financials 

are that we will close out the month with 

a small negative balance.  As we begin to bring 

some in-person gatherings back on campus I 

remain hopeful that August’s will be a one 

off financial dip. For your ongoing generosity I 

am so deeply thankful – it really matters, and it 

really makes a difference.   

   At Memorial, we are blessed with an excellent 

collection of financial minds and dedicated 

hearts who work hard to ensure we find 

ourselves doing as well as we are.  Please give 

thanks to God for all who work behind the 

scenes of our church to offer leadership in this 

area.  

   In August, we moved through a feasibility 

study to take the temperature of our 

congregation with regard to a capital 

fundraising campaign beginning in 2021. This 

was the planned next step of our Strategic Plan’s 

focus area of eliminating our debt and 

missionally improving our facilities. I want to say 

thank you to the 123 families who responded.  

Out of this number, 83% of respondents felt that 

a campaign focused on debt clearance and the 

completion of campus projects on Maxwell Hall 

and our children’s playground would move us 

forward in our stated mission.  There was 

widespread support for the direction in which 

Memorial is moving, and there were high levels 

of confidence in our current leadership 

(pastoral, staff, and lay) to be able to move us 

forward in our vision. These results are very 

encouraging!  

   Given the pandemic as well as our ongoing 

denominational struggles, the results of the 

study also raised significant concerns about the 

timing of this campaign, which were heard and 

are reflected in the recommendations 

presented in the final feasibility report.  

   The report recommended that Memorial 

move ahead with a 2021 campaign but move it 

back several months so that the public phase of 

the campaign will take place after Easter 2021, 

with the hope being that by then we will have 

resumed something of a more normal existence 

pertaining to COVID.    

   The report also recommended that while all 

the projects are important, debt clearance 

ought to be the priority for funds raised.  

However, it also recommended we keep our 

campus projects within the scope of the 

campaign, especially the  

 

 

I responded to a 
survey about a Capital 
Campaign. What’s 
happening with that?  
 

Maxwell Hall Project that was part of the 2012 

masterplan for the campus. The report 

indicated that raising the funds to pay off our 

debt and completing the projects on Maxwell 

Hall and our Children’s playground is within 

our reach.  

 

 



 

What else is going on? 
There is a lot going on:  

• The Church office is open, and volunteers are returning to 

their roles in the coming week.  

• Wednesday night dinners have resumed in drive-thru 

form.  

• New classes and discipleship opportunities are starting, 

with more to be added in the next month.  

• Participation in our Sunday School and other weekly 

classes and groups is high and continues to grow.  

• We will welcome 12 new members into the church family 

in September.  

• Two baptisms of babies are planned in the coming weeks. 

• Youth Group has been meeting outdoors every week 

during the summer and will continue to gather now into 

the Fall.  

• The Bridge (4th & 5th Grade) met outdoors last 

weekend  and had 14 excited kids in attendance. 

 

 

• Our Celebrate Memorial drive thru event welcomed over 

65 cars and 116 people to campus for the opportunity to 

see each other, give back to the community, and fill up 

their souls with music, prayer with the pastors, and Holy 

Communion.  

   Church family, we have so much happening, and we are 

working hard to ensure we continue to take careful steps 

back to a full resumption of life on campus.  That finish line 

will take time to get to, but we will get there together. In the 

meantime, I invite you to connect with what is going on.  

    If you pushed the pause button on your faith journey 

through COVID hear me clearly when I say I understand how 

that might have happened.  Hear me also when I say that this 

is a really good time to un-pause and get things back on track.  

The mission and ministry of the church of Jesus Christ 

continues and you are a part of that vision.  Let’s stay 

connected.  Let’s stay together. And let’s move forward in 

the mission to which Christ has called Memorial. 

.  

Blessings  

 

  

 

Pastor Charlie 


