
 
 

RI General Assembly: Bills of Interest 
A brief overview of some of the new legislation pertaining to special education 
that is percolating in the General Assembly this year... 

 
There have been a number of new bills introduced in the Rhode Island General Assembly this session 
that touch on topics of interest to students with disabilities and the families and teachers who support 
them.  We offer the following snippets on some that caught our eye, with links to the full text if you are 
interested in learning more.  
 
Bills of interest currently in/out of the Senate Education Committee: 
 
S 0091 
This bill would require RIDE to review the student success factor in the school funding formula to assess 
whether it is sufficient to support high-need students. Currently, student success factor is forty percent 
of the core instruction per-pupil amount, and is allocated to districts for each resident child whose 
family income is at or below one hundred eighty-five percent (185%) of federal poverty guidelines.  RIDE 
will report on its review of the student success factor the to the governor, the president of the senate, 
and the speaker of the house by October 1, 2021. This bill has not yet been schedule for a hearing 
before the Senate Education Committee. 
 
S 0205 
This bill would present a Constitutional amendment to Rhode Island voters to guarantee an equitable, 
adequate and meaningful education to each child.  Currently, access to an equitable, adequate and 
meaningful public education is not a Constitutional right in our state. This bill has not yet been schedule 
for a hearing before the Senate Education Committee. 
 
S 0282 
This bill, which has a companion bill in the house (H 5233) introduces a students’ bill of rights, as follows:  
“No pupil attending public schools of elementary through high school grades inclusive of kindergarten 
shall be discriminated against on the basis of race, color, religion, ancestry, national origin, gender, 
sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, socioeconomic status or mental, physical, 
developmental, or sensory disability, or by association with an individual or group who has, or is 
perceived to have, one or more such characteristics.” This bill has not yet been schedule for a hearing 
before the Senate Education Committee. 
 
Bills of interest currently in/out of the Senate Education Committee:  
 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/SenateText21/S0091.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/SenateText21/S0205.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/SenateText21/S0282.pdf


H 5067 
This bill would ensure that early and periodic screening, diagnosis and treatment (EPSDT) services that 
school social workers and certified school psychologists provide, on behalf of participating school 
districts, to children who are eligible for medical assistance services, are eligible for federal Medicaid 
reimbursement. Following a hearing on this bill, it has been held for further study.   
 
H 5078 
This legislation proposes that whenever a school district suspends a student in grades Kindergarten 
through five (K-5), inclusive, that school district must first implement an individual behavior plan for the 
student. These would be required to be sensitive to any special education needs a student with 
disabilities may have and would, to the extent reasonably practicable, include constructive alternatives 
to suspension. Following a hearing on this bill, it has been held for further study.   
 
H 5159 
This bill would designate all physical therapy, occupational therapy, speech therapy, music therapy, and 
behavioral health services to be “essential special services” for students with disabilities, and would 
require RIDE, by September 21, 2021, to promulgate rules and regulations and provide guidelines for 
local education agencies regarding the delivery of essential special services to students with disabilities 
during any declared state of emergency. This bill would compel local education agencies to provide 
these essential special services during times of emergency to the same extent they provide them in non-
emergency times.  Following a hearing on this bill, it has been held for further study.   
 
H 5314 
 
This proposed legislation, entitled “Chiara’s Law” would require local education agencies to  screen for 
dyslexia, and the related disorders of dyscalculia and dysgraphia.  Beginning in 2022-2023, all Rhode 
Island public school students in grades kindergarten through grade four (K-4, would need to be screened 
annually using the Comprehensive Test of Phonological Processing (CTOPP).  Also, if/when testing 
reveals that a student may have dyslexia, dyscalculia, or dysgraphia, RIDE would be required to advise 
parents/guardians to follow up with their pediatrician and seek a neuropsychological evaluation of the 
child, and to provide copies of the evaluation report to the child's school district and RIDE.  The bill 
establishes a timeline upon which a district, upon receiving notice that a child has dyslexia, dyscalculia, 
or dysgraphia, must meet with parents, implement specific instruction plan and report regularly on the 
student’s progress to the parents and RIDE.  Following a hearing on this bill, it has been held for further 
study.   
 
H 5315 
Under this bill, the intent is to ensure that all students with individualized educational plans (IEPs), 
receive all appropriate special education and related services they are due, regardless of whether they 
attend public or private school, or are homeschooled, shall be provided with all services and resources, 
which the IEP requires. There is a particular focus on students who may be homeschooling as a result of 
bullying.  In such instances, the IEP services would be required to take place at the public library closest 
to the student’s residence.  This legislation seems oddly specific and somewhat prescriptive, and could 
be problematic in practice (e.g. many public libraries in Providence are not open every day), so it will be 
interesting to see how it may evolve.  Following a hearing on this bill, it has been held for further study.   
 
H 5352 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/HouseText21/H5067.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/HouseText21/H5078.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/HouseText21/H5159.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/HouseText21/H5314.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/HouseText21/H5315.pdf
http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/HouseText21/H5352.pdf


This bill would codify in statute the local advisory committees (“LAC”)for special education that are 
currently mandated pursuant to the Rhode Island Regulations Governing Special Education, Section 
300.900. every school district must maintain a LAC.  Under this proposed legislation, a LAC may be local 
or regional, and would have to consist of a majority of “parents, guardians or caretakers of students 
with disabilities or students whom are differentially abled.”  This bill has not yet been schedule for a 
hearing before the House Education Committee.  
 
H 5605 
 
This act would ensure that students with disabilities are eligible to participate in the “RI Promise” 
scholarship program and provided with reasonable accommodations so that they may access the 
opportunities to the same extent as all other eligible students.  The legislation references the Americans 
with Disabilities Act for the proposition that students with disabilities are entitled to all reasonable 
accommodations, as defined in the ADA and the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, including enrolling on a part-
time basis.  This bill has not yet been schedule for a hearing before the House Education Committee. 
 
We will be keeping tabs on all of the above and more as the legislative session rolls on… please do not 
hesitate to email info@regionalresourcecenter.org with questions, thoughts or feedback.   

By Tim Groves, Esq. 

 
 

http://webserver.rilin.state.ri.us/BillText/BillText21/HouseText21/H5605.pdf
mailto:info@regionalresourcecenter.org

