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Acharya argues for the necessity of a formal process of dispute resolution in this context and discusses theoretical approaches to negotiation that are well-suited for the challenges of maritime disputes and is a vocal proponent of cooperative negotiation. Cooperative negotiation, a well-known model thanks to Roger Fisher’s Getting to Yes, is one in which parties cooperatively work together to maximize joint gains, focusing on interests rather than positions – a model that allows parties “to be imaginative and creative to maximize the oceans’ value for all of us without abusing it.” Acharya elegantly concludes: “Humanity owes its existence to the oceans. In grateful recognition of that, we should strive to ensure that when we quarrel over the ocean, we do so gracefully and peacefully.”
 
Dispute resolution is also frequently employed in conflict resolution involving transboundary marine conservation. Marine Conservation, as you can imagine, poses challenges in areas where there is no clearly defined jurisdiction, which is where ADR tools such as mediation and arbitration come into play. The 2020 article Do Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) and Track Two Processes Support Transboundary Marine Conservation? Lessons From Six Case Studies of Maritime Disputes, published in the Frontiers in Marine Science Journal, discusses how dispute resolution tools are used in conjunction with transboundary conservation efforts.

The six cases outlined in the article describe situations in which maritime border disputes interact with marine conservation. The cases differ widely in geographic location, climate, ecosystem type and vulnerability, and historical claims as well as in the political, strategic, and socio-economics of the countries in which they are located, making each case unique and eye-opening.

One successful case described in the article was Israel and Lebanon agreeing to mediate their dispute over the recent discovery of potential offshore oil and gas reserves close to their shared maritime border. With the aid of dispute resolution tools, the two countries both took steps to declare Marine Protected Areas near their borders – and if dispute resolution tools being used to protect marine life doesn’t offer a glimmer of hope for the state of the world’s oceans, we don’t know what will!
 
We love sharing the role dispute resolution plays in making the world more peaceful and sustainable, especially for something so near and dear to us as the world’s oceans. And, we hope that by sharing the knowledge and stories with each other and our friends, neighbors, and colleagues, dispute resolution will become an even more popular tool in resolving maritime controversies – both internationally and closer to home.




