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ABOUT US
Organized in 1852, the Presbyterian 
Historical Society is the oldest 
denominational archives in the United 
States and serves as the national archives 
for the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and 
its predecessor denominations. 

The Presbyterian Historical Society 
leverages its collections and archival work 
to galvanize the transformative power of 
history in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
and wider community. 

OUR MISSION

SUPPORT OUR WORK
Individual contributions provide support 
for the programs and services that are 
core to our mission. They also help us to 
improve the historic building that houses 
PHS’s state-of-the-art archives and 
research facility. 

www.pcusa.org/phs/give



The Presbyterian Historical Society provides 
a broad range of services for Presbyterians, 
scholars, and the general public.

We understand that not everyone can book a trip to 
Philadelphia to research in our reading room. And, 
sometimes you need assistance navigating our extensive 
collections. To make Presbyterian history more accessible, 
PHS offers a number of  services for congregations 
preserving their records and for individuals seeking 
information from records in our holdings. 

Learn more: www.pcusa.org/phs/services

PHS collects records of historic value from 
congregations and mid councils, national 
agencies within the PC(USA), and from 
individuals and families who served the church.

PHS is home to over 40,000 cubic feet of  records and 
250,000 published titles that reflect Presbyterian, Reformed, 
and ecumenical history. Our paper and digital collections 
document the work of  the denomination; preserve the 
voices of  ministers and church leaders through sermons and 
oral histories; and capture the work of  Presbyterian mission 
through sound and video recordings. 

Learn more: www.pcusa.org/phs/collections

PHS online resources provide historical 
background on the Presbyterian and 
Reformed traditions in America and can 
be accessed anywhere in the world. 

Explore digital exhibits and timelines, download free 
church bulletin inserts for your congregation, follow 
our blogs, and engage with important topics in 
Presbyterian history.

Learn more: www.pcusa.org/phs/history-online

SERVICES COLLECTIONS HISTORY ONLINE
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STAFF MEMBERS ON PHS'S 
REPARATIVE DESCRIPTION 
COMMITTEE HAVE RECENTLY 
finished repairing and enhancing the 
collection guide, catalog record, and 
other descriptions of the Beatty Family 
Papers (RG 293), a collection that 
includes materials pertaining to Native 
Americans/Indigenous peoples. 

pcusa.org/phs

EXPANDED.
Revisited,
Repaired,

RG293:
* **

John Beatty's 1808-1810 almanac/diary
Includes some documentation of those John had enslaved. 
For example, there is a handwritten note in the March 1808 
section regarding the birth of an enslaved child named 
Charles and the death of an enslaved woman named Dinah 
(the enslaved child’s mother). Most other annotations and 
notes in the almanac/diary pertain to weather, agricultural 
work, routine finances, and death dates of John’s 
acquaintances.

Rev. Charles Beatty's original 1766 journal
Documents his missionary trip to western Pennsylvania and 
the Ohio Country. During his trip, Beatty was accompanied 
by Rev. George Duffield and Joseph Peepy, a Lenape guide 
and translator.

*
**
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In general, the Committee’s work aims to 
revisit, reconsider, and ultimately adjust the 
way collection materials have been described 
at PHS, especially when past descriptions 
leave out or distort important details about 
people and groups represented in archival 
materials. Reparative description does NOT 
involve altering the original records in any 
way. Rather, the work focuses on revising 
collection guides, catalog records, etc. to 
better and more equitably describe what is in 
a collection, thus expanding its research use.  

RG 293 includes correspondence, 
journals, legal records, and other materials 
documenting the lives of three generations 
of the Beatty family. Charles Clinton Beatty, 
a Presbyterian minister born in Ireland, 
kept a journal of his 1766 missionary trip to 
western Pennsylvania and the Ohio Country. 
In PHS’s collection guide from 1992, staff 
described the journal as documenting 
Beatty's trip to “the Native American 
Mission field” without further detail. This 
left PHS’s Reparative Description Committee 
with several questions: 

Which Indigenous peoples/tribes did Beatty 
encounter? Where exactly did he go? What did 
his mission work with Indigenous people(s)   
look like? 

The Committee’s work started with reading 
through the 1766 journal and noting Charles 
Beatty's interactions with Indigenous peoples 
and places. The journal reveals that Beatty 
ministered to the Lenape (Delaware) people, 
met with Lenape leaders, and traveled through 
Lenape towns, chiefly in the Tuscarawas Valley 
of eastern Ohio. To enhance the description 
of the journal, Committee members revamped 
the biographical information in the collection 
guide to add more detail regarding Beatty’s 
mission trip. They also created an index for the 
journal, listing the Indigenous names and places 
mentioned in the original journal entries. Now, 
people researching the Lenape are much more 
likely to discover the Beatty Family Papers at 
PHS. 

Revisiting old collection guides always 
reveals other problems in older descriptions. 
Committee members saw that the old guide 
mostly contained biographical information 
about Charles and his son John Beatty, with no 
description of William Pitt Beatty and his son 
George Beatty, two other family members whose 
materials make up part of the collection. Staff 
also saw that the original collection overview was 
scanty and did not accurately describe all the 
materials in the collection. 

Enhancing these descriptions required 
Committee members to consult both external 
resources and the collection materials 
themselves. In doing this research, staff came 
across additional, unexpected information 
regarding the Beatty family not mentioned in 
the old guide. Recent research conducted by the 

The William Pitt Beatty series, 1795-1799, consists 
of a single letter and a letter book. The letter book 
contains handwritten copies of William’s outgoing 
correspondence. The bulk of the letters are addressed to 
his brothers and sisters, and concern his business affairs.

REVISITED, REPAIRED, EXPANDED: 
THE BEATTY FAMILY PAPERS
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Washington Post had identified John Beatty 
as a slaveholder, and PHS staff confirmed 
that through annotations in John Beatty’s 
almanac diary referencing some of the 
people he enslaved. Genealogy materials in 
the collection mention that George Beatty 
participated in the U.S. Army’s forced 
removal of the Ho-Chunk (Winnebago) 
people in Wisconsin, and staff added 
description to the collection guide pointing 
researchers to a letter written by George from 
Fort Winnebago, describing his and others’ 
involvement in the forced removal. 

As has been the case with other reparative 
description projects at PHS, the scope of 
repair tends to unexpectedly widen when 
revisiting collections that were under-
described or processed decades ago. For 
the Beatty Family Papers, what started as a 
project focusing on the description of a single 
journal led to additional research to improve 
other deficiencies in the guide. This research 
shed light on important materials within 
the collection that document the lives of 
people often marginalized or left out of older 
archival descriptions. 

Explore the revised Beatty Family Papers 
collection guide at: pcusa.org/phs/beatty 

Rev. E.D. Morris, 
Lane Seminary, 
ca. 1895,         
RG 414

journa l prev iew 
The Spring/Summer 2025 issue of The Journal 
of Presbyterian History features two articles that 
consider schisms within Presbyterianism. Isaac 
Tuttle explores why both Old School and New 
School Presbyterians in the United States 
supported the same side in the Disruption of 
1843 that split the Church of Scotland. John 
Wiers focuses on seminary professor and 
theologian Edward D. Morris as representative 
of a moderate, middle ground between 
Fundamentalists and Modernists in the late 
19th and early 20th century church.

To receive The Journal, visit pcusa.org/phs/jph

WHAT IS REPARATIVE DESCRIPTION?

The practice of critically examining and 
ultimately adjusting the way we as an institution 

describe or characterize marginalized groups, 
paying particular attention to instances where our 
description inflicts harm, spreads false narratives, 

or minimizes past and ongoing injustices.  



20
24

4

feature stories and images from PHS’s Religious News 
Service collection, a key resource for understanding how 
religion and the media shaped the world in the mid-
20th century. 

During the final three years of the grant, PHS will 
continue to support the RNS traveling exhibits while 
developing two additional exhibits: one focused on the 
impact of ecumenical and interfaith groups on U.S. 
politics, policy, and culture in the 20th century; and 
the other drawing out the complex story of Presbyterian 
mission work to Native Americans, examining the legacy 
of Presbyterian Indian schools for all involved. 

Interested in hosting a traveling exhibit? 
Email refdesk@history.pcusa.org 

Thanks to generous funding from Lilly Endowment 
Inc., the Presbyterian Historical Society will greatly 
expand its exhibit program over the next five years. The 
$2.4 million grant, awarded through Lilly Endowment’s 
Religion and Cultural Institutions Initiative to 
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), A Corporation, will go 
toward PHS traveling, web, and onsite exhibits. 

“The new exhibits will enable Presbyterians and others to 
learn about historical figures, ideas, and movements in 
compelling ways,” said PHS Executive Director Nancy 
Taylor. “An immersive experience will also greet visitors 
and researchers at the Presbyterian Historical Society 
building in Philadelphia where we will have the capacity 
to incorporate interactive elements in our onsite exhibits 
for the first time.” 

A planning grant from Lilly Endowment in 2024 helped 
PHS create a prototype traveling exhibit titled “Faith 
& Justice in the 1960s: Religious News Service Covers 
Civil Rights.” With the new funding, PHS will develop 
and circulate innovative traveling exhibits nationwide. 
Like the prototype, the new traveling exhibits will 

4

TO FURTHER EXHIBIT DEVELOPMENT
PHS RECEIVES GRANT An immersive historical experience 

is coming soon to PHS’s home 
in Philadelphia and other venues 
across the PC(USA).

Prepping the prototype
for the unveiling 
in New York.

Pr esby t er i a n Her itage

In the spring of 2023, the Presbyterian Historical 
Society launched its first fundraising campaign, 

with a goal to raise $500,000 over a three-year period. 
It has been a busy two years, and we are thrilled with 
the response from friends and supporters of PHS. 

Your generosity has enabled us to install the ADA-
compliant access ramp and commence the search for a 
new Outreach Specialist. Over the next year, we hope 
to move forward with other campaign deliverables—
including more accessible electrical outlets and more 
comfortable furniture in the reading room. 

So, if you haven’t made a gift already, please consider 
one of any size. And, if you have already made a gift, 
consider another. Thank you for your support!

Donate online at: pcusa.org/historical-society/give 

We have raised over $425,000! 

CAMPAIGN UPDATE
FINISH LINE IN SIGHT!

We’re almost at the finish line, but still 
need your help. To aid in this final push, a 
generous donor has pledged to match all 
gifts up to $20,000. 

Preserving the Past, Empowering the Future
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Preserving the Past, Empowering the Future

625 INQUIRIES FROM        
PC(USA) CHURCHES,                
MID COUNCILS, AND  
NATIONAL AGENCIES

SERVING THE PC(USA) 

COMPLETED 31 
PC(USA) SCANNING 
PROJECTS FOR 36,900 
PAGES DIGITIZED

ASSISTING RESEARCHERS

DETAILED RESPONSES 
DELIVERED TO 2,368 
RESEARCHERS IN 
PERSON, OVER THE 
PHONE, AND BY EMAIL

RESEARCHERS VISITED 
FROM 34 STATES AND 
10 COUNTRIES

SCHOLARLY WORKS 
CREATED FROM 
RESEARCH AT PHS: 32017% INCREASE 

FROM LAST YEAR

RECORDS DEPOSITED 
FROM 64 ACTIVE PC(USA) 
CONGREGATIONS FOR 94 
CUBIC FEET

PRESBYTERIES DEPOSITED 
THE MOST RECORDS FOR 
298.81 CUBIC FEET

TOTAL FOR THE YEAR:    
342 GROUPS, 504.79 FEETTOTAL FOR THE YEAR: 

72,907 PAGES



$10,000 & up
The Rev. Dr. George Abdo and         

Mrs. Sara Campbell Abdo  
Board of Pensions PC(USA), 

Philadelphia, PA 
Collingswood Presbyterian Church, NJ 
Ernest R. Higginbotham and         

Donna K. McKay 
William Lake Leonard 
Lilly Endowment Inc. 
Michael & Lise Meloy 
Presbyterian Foundation PC(USA), 

Jeffersonville, IN 
From the estate of Mrs. Elizabeth         

D. Reimer 

$5,000-$9,999
Mrs. Susan H. & Mr. Vijay Aggarwal 
Connelly Foundation,        

Conshohocken, PA 
Marsha Heimann 
Johnson & Johnson Family                   

of Companies 
Zandra L. Maffett 
Mrs. Elizabeth Roghair 
Barbara Schnur 
Mark D. Tomasko 
The Rev. Dr. John C.B. Webster 

$1,000-$4,999
Donald T. Allerton 
Mrs. Sara L. Bauer 
The Rev. Eugene C. Bay 
Beechview United Presbyterian Church, 

Pittsburgh, PA 
Dr. Paul R. Bergstresser 
The Rev. Dr. Deborah A. Block 
John R. Buchanan 
Douglas S. Callantine 
William W. Capel 
Mrs. Jane A. and Dr. William J. Carl III
In Soon Chi 
First Presbyterian Church,     

Philadelphia, PA 
Fourth Presbyterian Church, Chicago, IL 
Eden Naby Frye Ph.D. 
The Rev. Dr. Barbara J. Gaddis & Dr. 

Paul B. Volker 
David Haines Ph.D. 
Eleanor Leiper Hall & Roger Hale  
Mark Herr 
Dr. Frederick J. Heuser Jr. 
Tim & Glenda Hoogland  
Scott M. Jenkins 

Sherry Scarbrough Jones 
Alfred W. Kaemmerlen 
Bob Kenworthy 
Connie R. MacDonald 
The Rev. Dr. Charles Marks  
Mrs. Jan Marshall 
Arthur Mead Martin 
Christopher Mason 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul M. Mecray III 
The Rev. Martin Miller-Hessel 
The Rev. Rosemary Mitchell 
The Rev. Dr. James H. Moorhead 
Robert Morris Jr. 
The Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis 
Diane F. Perry 
Dr. Virginia F. Rainey 
Rev. Dr. Douglass Sullivan-González 
Nancy J. Taylor 
Rev. Jerry Van Marter 
Allister M. Waldrop Jr. 
Jean Woodman 
William Young Jr. 

$250-$999
Joan M. Anderson 
The Rev. Dr. Lois A. Aroian 
Phil Asgian 
The Rev. Robert Bohl 
The Rev. Dr. R. Douglas Brackenridge 
Mrs. Carole A. Briggs 
Calvary Presbyterian Church,     

Riverside, CA 
The Rev. Kate Jones Calone and      

David Calone 
Dr. Charles D. Cashdollar 
Joan M. Davenport 
Desert Palms Presbyterian Church, Sun 

City West, AZ 
Jacqueline Devries Ph.D. 
The Rev. William H. Dodge 
Luci Duckson-Bramble 
Bettie J. Durrah 
The Rev. Dr. Cornell Edmonds Esq. 
Nancy M. Ehrlich 
Dr. Gladys Turner Finney 
First Presbyterian Church,               

Battle Creek, MI 
First Presbyterian Church,              

Gibson City, IL 
First Presbyterian Church, Goshen, NY  
First Presbyterian Church, Oshkosh, WI  
First Presbyterian Church, Tulsa, OK  
Robert A. Flegel 
The Rev. Dr. Edward Fox 
The Rev. LouisAnn Furgess-Oler 

Rev. Robert L. Galloway 
Dr. Tanya Gardner 
The Rev. Dr. Aaron E. Gast 
Stephen S. Grace 
Kent & Pennie Grimes  
Bhana Grover 
C. Michael Harrington 
Henrietta Harris 
Dr. J. David Hoeveler 
The Rev. Carl R. Hull 
Rev. Andy James 
Amanda Kaiserman 
The Rev. Jin S. Kim 
Joanna Kim 
Annie W. King 
Korea Church Future Foundation 
Herbert Krause 
Lafayette-Orinda Presbyterian Church, 

Lafayette, CA 
The Rev. & Mrs. Michael Livingston 
Debra Love 
The Rev. Nelson Lumm 
Gordon MacInnes 
Dr. John Marcum 
Rev. Dr. Steven & Mrs. Janet Marsh 
Dr. Barbara Matheson 
The Rev. John C. Matthew 
The Rev. Carol McDonald 
Mechanicsburg (PA)               

Presbyterian Church 
Mrs. Esther H. Milnes 
Dr. Elizabeth Nybakken 
Dr. Manley Olson 
Hae D. Park 
Hannah Peckham 
Lance Piecoro 
Dr. John F. Piper Jr. 
Presbytery of Greater Atlanta 
Presbytery of Lehigh 
Presbytery of Southern Kansas 
Mrs. Anne Remley 
Kenneth Riley 
Sharon Rogers Ph.D. 
David B. Rowland 
The Rev. David F. Schult 
Robert Sheegog Jr., D.V.M. 
The Rev. Dr. Joseph D. Small 
South Presbyterian Church,   

Bergenfield, NJ 
David A. Stedman 
Katherine Stephen 
James Sterrett 
Robert D. Stoddard 
Harold Taylor 
The Rev. Richard H. Taylor 

Each year we acknowledge and honor the many individuals and organizations that 
have supported us throughout the previous year. It is impossible to express our 
gratitude for the countless ways so many have given to PHS in 2024. Please accept 
our profound thanks for your many gifts that have helped us collect, preserve, and 
share the story of the American Presbyterian experience.
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An Expression  
of Gratitude
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The Rev. Dr. C. Raymond Trout 
Rev. Dr. Byron Wade 
Wallingford (PA) Presbyterian Church 
Wayne (PA) Presbyterian Church 
Charlotte Weaver-Gelzer 
Cindy Wedel 
The Rev. Dr. Louis B. Weeks 
Carol A. Wehrheim 
Dr. William Yoo

$50-$249
Altavista (GA) Presbyterian Church 
Scott Appelwick 
The Rev. Stephen Aschmann 
Dr. Mark T. Banker 
Dr. Aaron C. Bass 
Paul Bea 
Robert Beck 
Nancy Beenken 
Morton J. Bell 
Stewart Beltz 
The Rev. Dr. Kazimierz Bem 
The Rev. Dr. A. Wayne Benson 
Phillip L. Blackburn 
Jackalie Linne Blue 
The Rev. Bruce Boak 
Mona Bomgaars M.D. 
Rawley D. Boone 
Peter Bratt 
Amy Woods Brinkley 
Mr. & Mrs. William Brosius 
Rev. Muriel C. Brown 
Robert A. Brown 
Richard Brownlee 
The Rev. Vernon S. Broyles III 
Rev. John M. Buchanan 
Tim Cahn 
Ken Calebaugh 
Daniel Carey 
Carmichael (CA) Presbyterian Church 
Al Cavalari 
Theresa Dickason Cederholm 
Central Presbyterian Church, 

Downingtown, PA 
Richard Hugh Chandler 
Mengliu Cheng 
The Rev. Edward Clydesdale 
Ruth Gerrard Cole 
College Avenue Presbyterian Church, 

Aledo, IL 
The Rev. James M. Collie 
The Rev. Dr. José R. Colón Rodríguez 
The Rev. Dr. Charles Colson 
The Rev. J. Keith Cook 
Coolspring Presbyterian Church,    

Lewes, DE 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, 

Marietta, GA 
The Rev. W. Riley Covin 
William Cox 
Cypress Lake Presbyterian Women,   

Fort Myers, FL 

Christopher C. Dahl 
Deborah Davies 
Sally Ann Davis 
Pamila Deichmann 
Joan Detz 
Larry Diehl 
The Rev. Meri-Li Douglas 
Dr. Jane D. Douglass 
Dr. Dan A. Dunaway 
The Rev. and Mrs. Philip A. Dunford 
East Guilford United Presbyterian 

Church, Sidney, NY 
Jacques-Samir Ekmekji 
David L. Elder 
Mr. and Mrs. Marcus &                

Joanne Engelhardt 
The Rev. E. Lloyd Evans 
James Everett 
Sharon L. Falck 
First Presbyterian Church of Bath, NY  
First Presbyterian Church,           

Cottage Grove, OR  
First Presbyterian Church,     

Duncanville, TX 
First Presbyterian Church, East Earl, PA  
First Presbyterian Church,     

Mediapolis, IA  
First Presbyterian Church,        

Morehead City, NC  
First Presbyterian Church,             

Myrtle Point, OR  
First Presbyterian Church,                 

Oak Ridge, TN 
First Presbyterian Church,     

Woodbridge, NJ 
First United Presbyterian Church, 

Pinckneyville, IL 
The Rev. Judy Fletcher 
Paula Huey Fox 
Robert Frasier 
The Rev. Edmund Freeborn 
Richard Friedstrom 
Eiko Fukuda 
Claire Garland 
Paul H. Gault 
Philip Gehman 
The Rev. Dr. M. Randall Gill 
Ginter Park Presbyterian Church PW, 

Richmond, VA 
The Rev. Kenneth Godshall 
John A. Good 
Mrs. Judith Nelson Gorsuch 
Mrs. Rebecca Greenhow 
Lance Grothe 
Linda G. Gueringer 
Jennifer Gunn 
Dr. Paul Hager 
David G. Hale 
Beach Hall 
John Hammond 
Mary Ellen Hanks 
The Rev. Christopher P. Harris 

Mrs. Victoria Scovel Harris 
Dr. Darryl G. Hart 
The Rev. Madeline Hart-Andersen 
The Rev. Dr. Timothy Hart-Andersen 
Maggi Henderson 
The Rev. Elizabeth G. Hendricks 
Michael & Joanne Henry 
Helen R. Herzer 
Kyna Herzinger 
Linda Hickerson 
The Hon. Roxie Holder 
Deanna Hollas 
Dr. & Mrs. George E. Hollingshead 
J. David Holt 
Holy Trinity Bethlehem Presbyterian 

Church, Philadelphia, PA 
Cheryl Homsher 
David S. Hoskins 
Rev. Gary Howell 
Samuel P. Hoyle 
Barbara Hugo 
Robert W. Hull 
Nancy Swanson Human 
Mrs. Ann Hunt 
Mrs. Carol Hylkema 
Independence Presbyterian Church, 

Batesville, MS 
Jean W. Isteero 
valerie izumi 
Rev. Cynthia A. Jarvis 
Pamela Jensen 
Mrs. Leah Johnson 
Thomas A. Jonard 
Rev. Carolyn Jones 
Deborah Kapp 
The Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni 
Rev. Jonathan Kelley 
Robert H. Kelley 
Rev. Alick M. Kennedy 
Dr. Earl William Kennedy 
The Rev. Robert E. Kerr 
Mrs. Betty Kersting 
Stanley Kessler 
Donald Kiddoo 
Byron King 
William Kissick 
The Rev. Tricia Dykers Koenig 
G. Michael Kostelac, Jr
Walt and Mrs. Sue Kovalick 
Nancy E. Krody 
Charles Kurz II 
Rev. Dr. John Kuykendall 
Jane Lambie 
Ryan Lamothe 
Mrs. Nana W. Landgraf 
The Rev. Dr. Diana Lantz 
The Rev. Dr. Lonnie Lee 
Mrs. Elaine R. Lenyo 
Mrs. Barbara G. Lewis 
Marianne Lewis 
The Rev. Dr. Eileen Lindner 
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Little Valley Presbyterian Church, 
Lewistown, PA

Ardyth Lohuis 
The Rev. Jerry William Long 
The Rev. Dr. Bradley J. Longfield 
Sue Ann Loughead 
Mary Ann Lundy 
Catherine MacDonald 
Janet Martin 
The Rev. Dr. David C. Marx 
Josiah L. Mason 
Arthur McAra 
E. Magalene McClarrin 
Gus McClelland 
Dr. David McCreath 
Fran McDonald 
Katherine C. Meerse 
Judith Michaels 
Dr. Randall M. Miller 
Ray Mims 
Michele Minter 
The Rev. Dr. Robert Montgomery 
Dr. John M. Mulder 
The Rev. David Mulford 
The Rev. Steven Mullin 
The Rev. Michael F. Murray 
P. Dorothea Murray 
Dr. Stephen A. Murray 
Brooks F. Nelson 
The Rev. Duncan Nichol 
Lawrence R. Nicholson 
North Washington (PA) United 

Presbyterian Church 
The Rev. James D. O'Dell 
The Rev. Emily Enders Odom  
Old First Presbyterian Church, San 

Francisco, CA 
The Rev. Gradye Parsons 
The Rev. Dr. Jeri Parris Perkins 
Judith Peters 
C. DeWitt Peterson 
Dr. Nicholas B. Phillips 
Mrs. Roseanna Phillips 

The Presbyterian Church at Tenafly, NJ  
Nicholas M. Prevas 
Jamieson Prevoznak 
Ralph E. Purdy 
Keith Ragone 
The Rev. Charles Rassieur 
Frank Razmus 
John A. Redden 
The Rev. Richard Reifsnyder 
Mrs. Shirley Reiner 
Thomas Renyak 
Dr. William A. Rock Jr. 
Thomas A. Romich 
Arthur Ross III 
Mark Roth 
Mildred Rothgarn 
Mrs. Wyneth Roulet 
Rev. Raúl Santiago-Rivera 
Renée Sarajian 
Shirley Ann Satterfield 
Mrs. Nancy Schissler 
Ellen G. Schreuder 
The Rev. Dr. Harris H. Schultz 
Dr. Constance B. Schulz 
Dr. Thomas A. Scott 
Carl R. Scovel 
Rev. & Mrs. Robert Seaman 
Dr. Michael Seewer 
The Rev. Richard Sheffield 
Deborah Gulick Shepherd 
The Rev. Dr. J. Barrie Shepherd 
Shepherdstown (WV)              

Presbyterian Church  
Bruce P. Shields 
The Rev. Peter Sime 
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Simpson Jr. 
Barry Smith 
Prof. Richard W. Smith 
Gerald Souder 
Rev. James O. Speed 
Edward E. Spence 
Marci Spiegle 

Springfield Presbyterian Church, 
Sykesville, MD 

The Rev. Paul S. Stavrakos 
Sue E. Stealey 
Mrs. Josephine Stewart 
Dr. Kay Little Stockdale 
Janet Storts 
Sugar Creek Presbyterian Church, 

Dayton, OH 
John L. Taylor 
Dr. Paul D. Teed 
Katherine M. Thomas 
W. McIlwaine Thompson Jr. 
Tidal Presbyterian Church,      

Templeton, PA 
The Rev. Dr. Eugene Turner 
The Rev. Gerald Tyer 
Mrs. Patricia B. Valentine 
Dr. Mark Valeri 
Jane C. Van Nort 
Brad Van Sant 
Julie Voskuil 
Rev. Dr. Cynthia Walton-Leavitt 
Hantao Wang 
Laurie Warren-Jones 
The Rev. Dr. Paul G. Watermulder 
Neil Weatherhogg 
Mrs. Phyllis C. Wertime 
The Rev. Jon & Mrs. Marcia West  
West Raleigh Presbyterian Church PW, 

Raleigh, NC  
The Rev. Dr. Ben F. Whitfield 
Ellen Widmer Ph.D. 
Jeff & Jane Wilber 
Bill Wiles 
Kurt Wille 
Ruth Williams 
The Rev. Mary Jane Winter 
The Rev. Dr. Joan Hedrich Wooten 
The Rev. H. Elliott Wright 
James Wylie 
Rev. Prof. Dr. Hee-Mo Yim 
Mark Young 

(continued from page 7)
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Tribute Gifts
Joan M. Anderson 
in memory of Ruth Anderson 
 
Don Brittin 
in honor of Dr. Stephen & Rev. Caroline          

Price-Gibson 

Theresa Dickason Cederholm 
in memory of David Howard Dickason 

The Rev. J. Keith Cook 
in memory of Ruth L. Cook 

Joan Detz 
in honor of Rev. Dr. Baron Mullis 

Larry Diehl 
in memory of Wilhelmina Z. Diehl 

Luci Duckson-Bramble 
in honor of Bronwen Boswell 

Luci Duckson-Bramble 
in memory of Carolyn Sue Buchanan 

Luci Duckson-Bramble 
in memory of Neola Reese 

Nancy M. Ehrlich 
in memory of Rev. John Lapsley Yantis 

(1804-1882) 

Dr. Gladys Turner Finney 
in memory of Rev. Kent Organ 

First Presbyterian Church, Gibson City, IL 
in honor of First Presbyterian Church,            

Gibson City, IL 

Eiko Fukuda 
in memory of Kameko Watase 

The Rev. LouisAnn Furgess-Oler 
in memory of Rev. and Mrs.              

WIlliam B. Furgess 
 
Jane M. Gallagher 
in memory of Rev. John V. Miller 

David Haines Ph.D. 
in memory of Howard and Grace Haines 

John Hammond 
in memory of Harry Disque Hammond  

Maggi Henderson 
in memory of Pam Byers 

David S. Hoskins 
in memory of Albert Pierson 

Del Keheley 
in memory of Dondra Keheley 

Dr. Earl William Kennedy 
in memory of Rev. Clyde Johnstone Kennedy 

The Rev. Jin S. Kim 
in memory of Rev. Dr. Syngman Rhee 

Joanna Kim 
in honor of Jeremiah Kim with Gratitude: 

He Preserves the Past and Empowers      
the Future 

Herbert Krause 
in honor of Rev. Sharon Youngs 

Charles Kurz II 
in honor of Jason Ferris 

Marianne Lewis 
in memory of Dean H. Lewis 

E. Magalene McClarrin 
in memory of Mozel and Eloise McClarrin 

Dr. Randall M. Miller 
in honor of Dr. John M. Mulder 

The Rev. Rosemary Mitchell 
in memory of Pasquale and Rosa Muggeo 

Dr. John M. Mulder 
in honor of Randall Miller 

Lawrence R. Nicholson 
in memory of Sue Buchanan 

Old First Presbyterian Church,                        
San Francisco, CA 

in honor of Stephen Taber 

Lance Piecoro 
in memory of William James "Bill" Marshall 

Dr. John F. Piper Jr. 
in memory of Robert E. Speer 

Hugh Robinson 
in memory of Dr. Llewellyn J. Coppedge 

Sharon Rogers Ph.D. 
in memory of Ross Alford 

Elizabeth Roghair 
in honor of Madeline Hart-Andersen 

Derrick & Suzanne G. Rushworth 
in honor of David Franklin  

Shirley Ann Satterfield 
in honor of Annie VanZant Moore May 
 
The Rev. Dr. Joseph D. Small 
in memory of Rev. Dee Hamilton Wade 

Mrs. Josephine Stewart 
in honor of Jo Stewart 
 
Janet Storts 
in memory of Rev. Dr. R. Grady Snuggs 

Katherine M. Thomas 
in memory of Rev. Robert B. Moore 

Mark D. Tomasko 
in memory of John Andrew           

Livingston Smith 

The Rev. Dr. C. Raymond Trout 
in memory of The Rev. Dr.                

Robert G. Foulkes 

Allister M. Waldrop Jr. 
in honor of Dr. Frederick Heuser 

The Rev. Dr. Paul G. Watermulder 
in honor of Dr. Louis Weeks 

Cindy Wedel 
in memory of Norman & Marian Wedel 

The Rev. Dr. Louis B. Weeks 
in honor of Paul and Genie Watermulder 

The Rev. Jon & Mrs. Marcia West 
in honor of Rev. Dr. Ronald C. White 

The Rev. Dr. Ben F. Whitfield 
in memory of Richard & Eunice Poethig 

 Jeff & Jane Wilber 
in honor of Nancy Taylor for all her      

hard work 

Rev. Prof. Dr. Hee-Mo Yim 
in honor of Gill Chancelor 

William Young Jr. 
in honor of Bette Young 
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We also wish to 
thank the following 
organizations 
and individuals 
for depositing or 
donating church 
records and other 
archival materials to 
PHS in 2024.

Afton Presbyterian Church (Afton, N.Y.) 
Agnes Brady 
Alice Stutz 
Andrew Earl Harrod 
Arthur French 
Association of Statisticians of American    
Religious Bodies 
Atco United Presbyterian Church (Atco, N.J.)  
Barbara Faust Capron 
Bear Ride and Susan Craig 
Bettie Durrah 
Beverly Grant 
Cane Hill Presbyterian Church (Cane Hill, Ark.)  
Carmen Rosario 
Cathy Gutjahr 
Catonsville Presbyterian Church        
(Catonsville, Md.) 
Charles Marks 
Church of All Nations                           
(Columbia Heights, Minn.)
Community of Faith Presbyterian Church 
(Covington, Ky.) 
Community Presbyterian Church         
(Rochester, Ind.)
Cynthia Piatt 
Derry Presbyterian Church (Derry, Pa.) 

Diana Lantz 
Dianne Briscoe McKenzie 
Dorothy Peck Foster 
Edisto Presbyterian Church (Edisto Island, S.C.)  
Elisabel Ruiz 
Emmanuel Presbyterian Church (Peñasco, N.M.)  
Evan Morgan Williams 
Evangelical and Reformed Historical Society 
Fairfax Fair 
Faith United Presbyterian Church             
(Kenmore, N.Y.) 
First and Franklin Presbyterian Church 
(Baltimore, Md.) 
First Presbyterian Church (Attica, N.Y.)  
First Presbyterian Church (Fredonia, N.Y.)  
First Presbyterian Church (Highland, Ind.) 
First Presbyterian Church (Itasca, Ill.)  
First Presbyterian Church (Lincoln, Ill.)  
First Presbyterian Church (Mineral Ridge, Ohio)  
First Presbyterian Church (Plattsmouth, Neb.)  
First Presbyterian Church (Sheboygan, Wis.)  
First Presbyterian Church (Smithville Flats, N.Y.) 
First Presbyterian Church (Tulsa, Okla.)  
First Presbyterian Church (Weslaco, Tex.)  
First Presbyterian Church (Winnsboro, Tex.)  
First United Presbyterian Church                        
(East Syracuse, N.Y.) 
Fourth Presbyterian Church (Chicago, Ill.)  
Gary Wullschlager 
Georgetown Presbyterian Church             
(Washington, D.C.)  
Ginnie Reinhold 
Gladys Turner Finney 
Goodwill Presbyterian Church (Mayesville, S.C.) 
Grace Presbyterian Church (El Paso, Tex.) 
Grace Presbyterian Church (Portland, Or.) 
Hamden Presbyterian Church (Hamden, N.Y.)  
Hobart Presbyterian Church (Hobart, N.Y.) 
Hope Presbyterian Church (Omaha, Neb.) 
Idlewild Presbyterian Church (Memphis, Tenn.) 

Immanuel Presbyterian Church (McLean, Va.) 
Jerry Van Marter 
Joan Mansell 
Joe Rigsby 
John Sniffen 
Katherine Emurian Troyer 
Laura Pietras 
Lenny Anderson 
Liz Graham 
Lois Adele Hayman-El 
Loveland Presbyterian Church (Loveland, Ohio)  
Lucy Henighan 
Main Street Presbyterian Church         
(Petersburg, Ind.)  
Manassas Presbyterian Church (Manassas, Va.)  
Margaret A. Chaffee 
Margaret Ellen Towner  
Margaret Priest  
Marion Schneider 
McCormick Theological Seminary 
Medina Presbyterian Church (Medina, Ohio)  
Monica Styron 
Nancy Lack  
National Council of the Churches of Christ in 
the U.S.A. 
Northminster Presbyterian Church         
(Roswell, Ga.) 
Northminster Presbyterian Church            
(Seattle, Wash.) 
Otisville Presbyterian Church (Otisville, N.Y.) 
Palms Presbyterian Church (Jacksonville        
Beach, Fla.)  
Pat Charles 
Paul Gardner Remley 
Paul Kidder 
Penn Wynne Presbyterian Church  
(Wynnewood, Pa.) 
Perre Magness 
Perryn Rice 
Point Pleasant Presbyterian Church             
(Point Pleasant Beach, N.J.)  

Our digital collection, Indigenous Peoples 
of North America history, had many new 
additions in 2024.

See more at digital.history.pcusa.org
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Presbyterian Church (Gonzales, Tex.) 
Presbyteries of Lehigh and Lackawanna 
Presbytery of Baltimore 
Presbytery of Beaver-Butler 
Presbytery of Boise 
Presbytery of Carlisle 
Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse 
Presbytery of Chicago 
Presbytery of Cincinnati 
Presbytery of Eastern Oklahoma 
Presbytery of Eastern Virginia 
Presbytery of Florida 
Presbytery of Genesee Valley 
Presbytery of Geneva 
Presbytery of Grace 
Presbytery of Great Rivers 
Presbytery of Heartland 
Presbytery of Hudson River 
Presbytery of Huntingdon 
Presbytery of Inland Northwest 
Presbytery of Los Ranchos 
Presbytery of Mission  
Presbytery of Missouri Union 
Presbytery of Muskingum Valley 
Presbytery of New Covenant 
Presbytery of New Harmony 
Presbytery of North Alabama 
Presbytery of North Central California 
Presbytery of Northeast Georgia 
Presbytery of Northeast New Jersey 
Presbytery of Palo Duro 

Presbytery of Philadelphia 
Presbytery of Pittsburgh
Presbytery of Salem 
Presbytery of San Francisco 
Presbytery of San Gabriel 
Presbytery of San Jose 
Presbytery of Scioto Valley 
Presbytery of Southeastern Illinois 
Presbytery of Southern Kansas 
Presbytery of Southern New England 
Presbytery of Susquehanna Valley 
Presbytery of the Coastlands 
Presbytery of the Twin Cities Area 
Presbytery of Transylvania 
Presbytery of Washington 
Presbytery of Western New York 
Presbytery of Winnebago 
Ravenswood Presbyterian Church (Chicago, Ill.) 
Religion News Service 
Richard Dozier 
Ridglea Presbyterian Church (Fort Worth, Tex.) 
Robert Seel 
Russell McNaughton 
Rutgers University Special Collections 
Ruth Nelson Bendig 
Salt and Light (Philadelphia, Pa.)  
Sandra Mangual 
Sarah Miller 
Second Presbyterian Church (West Chester, Pa.) 
Sharon Holt 
Sherry Jordon 

Sheryl Campbell 
Sínodo Boriquén en Puerto Rico 
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church                  
(Lake Charles, La.)
St. James Presbyterian Church (La Porte, Tex.)  
Susan Ernisse Maxfield 
Synod of the Mid-Atlantic 
Tricia Dykers-Koenig 
Union Presbyterian Church (Monroe, Wis.)  
United Church of Warsaw (Warsaw, N.Y.) 
United Presbyterian Church (Cortland, N.Y.) 
United Presbyterian Church of East Guilford 
(Sidney, N.Y.)  
Village Presbyterian Church                        
(Prairie Village, Kan.) 
Webster Presbyterian Church (Webster, Tex.)  
Wesley Woo 
West Fayette Presbyterian Church           
(Geneva, N.Y.) 
Westminster Presbyterian Church             
(Corsicana, Tex.)  
Westminster Presbyterian Church              
(Santa Fe, N.M.)  
Woodhaven Presbyterian Church (Irving, Tex.)  
Xina Kingshill 
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PHS makes every effort to 
accurately maintain its donor and 
collection listings. If you find an 
error or omission, please contact 
the development office at 
lduckson@history.pcusa.org

In July, the Reparative Description 
Committee—tasked with implementing 
a reparative and inclusive approach to 
bibliographic, archival, and digital content 
description at PHS—completed reparative 
description work on the Tucson Indian Training 
School Records (RG 103), a federally supported 
Presbyterian boarding school that operated 
from 1888 to 1960 in Tucson, Arizona.
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* Records designated with an asterisk may be transferred electronically if they are born-digital (i.e. 
created in a digital format, rather than digitized from paper records). These records must be 
transferred in one of the following approved formats: PDF or PDF/A; CSV; TXT; or a Microsoft Office or 
Open Office format. 

 

CONGREGATIONS RETENTION SCHEDULE 

RECORD TYPE RETENTION PERIOD NOTES 

Minutes* Permanent  

Registers* Permanent  

Annual reports* Permanent  

Bylaws/Charters* Permanent  

Incorporation records* Permanent  

Annual budgets* Permanent  

Annual audits* Permanent  

Annual financial statements* Permanent  

Subject files Permanent 

Subject files should consist of 
correspondence, minutes, or 
other records surrounding 
subject matter of continuing 
administrative or legal value, 
or comprising information on 
the mission, vision, and actions 
of the congregation. 

Manuals/handbooks* Permanent  

Newspapers/newsletters (1 
copy) 

Permanent  

Brochures/promotional 
material (1 copy) 

Permanent  

Architectural drawings, plats, 
plans, blueprints* 

Permanent  

Wills, bequests* Permanent  

Legal/judicial case records* Permanent  

Insurance records* Permanent  

Photos/Slides Apply selection criteria 

Images tend to have greater 
historical value, the older they 
are. Late 20th and early 21st 
century images should be 
carefully selected to document 
only major events in the life of 
the congregation.  

 



 

Audio/Visual recordings Apply selection criteria  

Recordings tend to have 
greater historical value, the 
older they are. Late 20th and 
early 21st century recordings 
should be carefully selected to 
document only major events in 
the life of the congregation. 

Loan agreements Satisfaction + 20 years  

Property appraisals, records of 
sale 

Sale + 20 years  

Personnel records/employee 
records 

Employment + 7 years  

Contracts Active + 6 years  

Accounts payable 7 years  

Accounts payable invoices 7 years  

Accounts receivable records 7 years  

Bank statements 7 years  

Canceled checks 7 years  

Cash receipt records 7 years  

Donations (regular, weekly) 7 years  

Expense reports 7 years  

FICA / W2 records 7 years  

Payroll records 7 years  

Petty cash records 7 years  

Receipts of purchases 7 years  

Bank deposit slips 3 years  

General/routine 
correspondence 

3 years 

General correspondence 
typically consists of requests, 
acknowledgments, travel 
arrangements, etc. 

Travel plans/arrangements 3 years  

Periodic financial statements 2 years  

Data for updating mailing lists 1 year  

Invitations 1 year  

Meeting notices 1 year  

Mailing lists Active  

Reference/resource materials Active  

 



DIGITAL REFORMATTING SERVICES
Rates and specifications

PC(USA) 

Public 

Patron Type Rates

$0.80 per image

$0.90 per image

Set-up
Fee

n/a

$30.00

Delivery MethodsSpecifications

24-bit color, 300 dpi, 
PDF*, OCR included

24-bit color, 300 dpi, 
PDF*, OCR included

download link: free

USB: +$15 

Turn-around

1 to 3 months

1 to 3 months

Shipping

Domestic:
$10 flat rate

International:
contact for 
rate

Questions? Contact us: Presbyterian Historical Society
     425 Lombard Street
     Philadelphia, PA 19147

     refdesk@history.pcusa.org | 215.627.1852 | www.pcusa.org/historical-society

The Presbyterian Historical Society provides in-house digitization services for PC(USA) congregations, mid councils, and the general public. High quality digital 
facsimiles provide unlimited, remote access to collections and protect materials from damage and deterioration by eliminating the need to handle fragile originals. 

Digitization is available for bound or flat original materials up to 16” x 24”. Our CopiBook HD planetary scanner enables scanning of 
fragile and bound materials without the wear and tear caused by a flatbed scanner. Digital files are delivered in PDF format, in 24-bit color, at 300 dpi resolution. The 
Society also preserves a master PDF/A on site. PDF/A is an ISO (International Organization for Standardization) standard Portable Document Format suitable for the 
long-term preservation of page-oriented documents. Documents are made text searchable whenever possible. Please note that OCR (Optical Character Recognition) 
software will not work with handwritten text, some older printed or decorative fonts, and certain languages. 

All digitization orders under $50 must be paid in full in advance. An advance deposit equal to 50% of the estimated cost is required for all orders 
$50 and over. The remainder of the cost will be billed upon completion of the project.

Interested in requesting digitization? Contact the reference desk at refdesk@history.pcusa.org or call (215) 627-1852. 



Preserving church records is a key responsibility of PC(USA) stated clerks and clerks of session. The Book of Order charges clerks with the “permanent safekeeping” of all 
official records and to that end, we strongly encourage congregations, presbyteries, and synods to digitize and deposit their official records of permanent value. Records of 
permanent or historical value include minutes, registers, trustee records, and articles of incorporation. For a complete list of permanent records see our website.

To assist clerks with this responsibility, the Society provides top-quality digitization services to PC(USA) entities at a subsidized rate 
(see rates and specifications on page 1). A PDF/A copy of your digital files will be permanently preserved by the Society. Storage for permanent records is available free of 
charge to PC(USA) congregations in our secure, climate controlled archives storage area. Congregations retain ownership of their records after deposit. 

To ensure the best quality images and to meet legal requirements, we only digitize original records, not photocopies.

PC(USA) congregations that are 50+ years old with 200 members or less may qualify for financial assistance to digitize their records. You must include your most recent 
budget to be considered. PHS staff review and select applications for funding on a rolling basis throughout the year.

Preparing your records for digitization
1.  Submit a letter from the Clerk of Session or Stated Clerk authorizing us to digitize your records, including instructions about whether or not we should hold your 

records on deposit. The Society will store your records in our climate controlled archives free of charge and provide you with limited reference services in your records. 
You retain ownership.

2. Make an inventory of your records; arrange them in correct chronological sequence and identify them so we understand what they are.

3.  Remove all fasteners and loose papers you do not want filmed. Please do not use adhesives (i.e. Post-it™ notes or tape) for labeling as they will leave a residue that will 
eventually damage your records.

4. If you are including binders, please do not lock the bindings.

5.  Pack records in a sturdy corrugated cardboard box, densely enough that volumes are unlikely to shift, and insulated from the edges of the box with bubble wrap or 
wadded newsprint. We recommend shipping by United Parcel Service because of their tracking system. If you decide against digitization, or if you need your records 
returned to you once digitization is complete, we will ship your records back to you free of charge.

6. Ship to:  Presbyterian Historical Society
  425 Lombard Street
  Philadelphia, PA 19147

DIGITAL REFORMATTING SERVICES
Digitization services for PC(USA) congregations and mid councils



 

Presbyterian Historical Society 
PC(USA) Interim Unified Agency 

425 Lombard Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19147-1516 
pcusa.org/historical-society 

 

 

Phone: (215) 627-1852 

Reference questions: refdesk@history.pcusa.org 

David Staniunas: dstaniunas@history.pcusa.org 

Jenny Barr: jbarr@history.pcusa.org 
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