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           The monthly Newsletter for Presbyterian Women in the Presbytery of Tampa Bay     

 
Calendar:                            

Thursdays in Black    -   against violence  

 

RED Fridays                                       

Remember Everyone Deployed 

 

Every 25th                     Wear Orange Day 

To raise awareness about violence against 

women. 

 

February 20, 2021                            PWP 

Annual Presbyterian Women’s Gathering 

 

Aug 5-8, 2021      Churchwide Gathering 

Meet me in St. Louis, MO is still an option! 

Start planning now – 13 months to go 

Rejoice in Hope - the 2021 Gathering   

  
 

The seed money for Gathering attendance 

is being planted today! As this seed begins 

her journey, plan on your travel estimate 

divided by 425 days so that you can make 

a faith journey to St. Louis! You can keep 

current with the churchwide gathering 

information through    

      presbyterianwomen.org/gathering 

 

So far, the Aug 5-8, 2021 Churchwide 

Gathering is “so far” in the future it is hard 

to make plans. As far as we know, it is still 

on for an in-person event. If you want to go, 

now is the time to start planning and 

saving. Plane, train, bus, auto? How will 

you get to St. Louis? Air fares are around 

$250 if that helps. 

 

The PW-in the Presbytery Coordinating 
Team met by Zoom last week. We had a 
couple of reports and shared timely 
information. The migrant workers at Beth El 
are struggling with lack of work and living 
close to a Civid hot spot. Please jeep them 
in your prayers. 

 
Something to Read: 

The Importance of an Annual                

Historical Report for PW 

Savvy # 32 

The purpose of an annual Historical Report 

is to collect and preserve a chronology of 

PW activities in our congregations.  The 

questions often asked are:  History 

becomes a dead subject, so what does it 

matter?  What is the use or relevance of 

having to write your local PW history when 

the church writes a history?  The answers 

are:  History is inescapable.  It studies the 



legacies of the past to the present.  Far 

from being a “dead” subject, its relevancy 

to our heritage does matter as it links things 

through time and encourages us to take an 

extended view of such connections.  Yes, 

our church writes a history, but it does not 

address our PW emphasis, bible study and 

activities.  We have an amazing heritage; 

one that is recorded so we can see what 

Presbyterian Women accomplished from 

the late 1700’s to today.  We can view their 

focus on mission, missionaries, and justice 

and peace activities to this very day.    

 

Our annual Historical Report matters 

because our history can serve as an 

evaluation tool to develop strategies for 

enhancing our PW purpose, developing 

leaders, and attracting new members.  

Furthermore, at some future time, your PW 

history will be read by someone interested 

in the challenges and accomplishments of 

PWs during an earlier period in the life of 

your local church.  Your historical 

document is a perfect opportunity for future 

PWs seeking information that will help 

strengthen present day activities or avoid 

pitfalls that did not work for the group.  

Don’t underestimate the value of reviewing 

and enjoying the memories of PW women 

who were loved and revered by the next 

generation of Presbyterian Women. 

 

Our Synod of South Atlantic Coordinating 

Team recognizes that a review of your local 

PW history can reveal how we can assist 

you by identifying areas of possible growth 

or how you might assist other 

congregations with your successes. 

 

These histories are stored by the Archivist 

at the John Bulow Campbell Library at 

Columbia Seminary.  A list of your 

activities, socials, and photos are greatly 

appreciated.  Some of our PW historians 

have written narratives of their PW year.  

This year of 2019/2020 will be very 

interesting and different because of 

COVID-19.  We encourage you to be 

creative and factual concerning how 

Presbyterian Women have impacted their 

local church and community. 

 

Blessings to All, 

Erma Jones 

Immediate Past PW Moderator 

Synod of South Atlantic 

PW in the PC (USA), Inc. 

 

References: 
PW History brochure:   
History Workshop: 
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/11/historians_worksh
op.pdf 
 

As an aside, my church PW history is 

included in the church’s Annual Report so 

all may read it. Depending on your church’s 

physical year – usually January 1 ~ 

December 31 or July 1 ~ June 30, this is 

either timely or you have 6 months to plan 

it. Make sure you are keeping copies in 

your resources for future coordinating 

teams to refer to. You may also take some 

of this extra Covid-19 time to read past 

histories. You may find some great 

program ideas or projects to resurrect! 

 

 
 

https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/historians_workshop.pdf
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/historians_workshop.pdf
https://www.presbyterianwomen.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/historians_workshop.pdf


 
 

Creator God, help me to be still and see the 
wonders you have worked in my life. God, 
let my seeing and hearing, my words and 
my actions be rooted like a strong tree in a 
silent certainty of your presence.  Amen. 
 
Something to Think About: 
 
1. Prayer is not a "spare wheel" that you 
pull out when in trouble, but it is a "steering 
wheel" that directs the right path 
throughout. 
 
2. So why is a car's windshield so large and 
the rear view mirror so small? 
   Because our past is not as important as 
our future, look ahead and move on. 
 
 3. Friendship is like a book.  
   It takes few seconds to burn, but it takes 
years to write. 
 
 4. All things in life are temporary. 
  If it's going well, enjoy it, that won't last 
long.   If it's going badly, don't worry, that 
won't last long either. 
 
 5. Old friends are gold! New friends are 
diamonds! 
If you get a diamond, don't forget the gold! 
Because to hold a diamond, you always 
need a base of gold! 
 
6. Often when we lose hope and think this 
is the end, God smiles from above and 
says, “Relax, sweetheart, it's just a bend, 
not the end!" 
 
7. When God solves your problems, you 
have faith in His abilities; when God doesn't 

solve your problems, He has faith in your 
abilities. 
 
8. A blind person asked St. Anthony, 
   "Can there be anything worse than losing 
eye sight?" 
   He replied, "Yes, losing your vision!"  
 
 9. When you pray for others, God listens to 
you and blesses them; and when you are 
safe and happy, remember that someone 
has prayed for you.  
  
10. Worrying does not take away 
tomorrow's troubles it takes away today's 
peace.  

 
Something to do: 
 
As we approach the 4 month mark of 
“staying safe at home”, how are you filling 
your days? I have just about (stretching out 
the last few chores) finished my “To Do 
List”. 
 
We are trying a new recipe about once a 
week. Have you followed Pastor Mickie 
Robinson’s Face Book posts?  
 
Dick has the yard looking lovely. I prefer 
not to publish my on-line game levels.  
 
Summer Solstice has passed and the days 
still are long and hot. How are you 
spending your time? I was remembering 
the years we made all of the Christmas 
presents for our extended family. We sure 
have time for those projects now, but not 
the need. 



 
So what have you been doing? 
 

 
Something to Keep in Mind: 
 
Logic tells us this Covid – 19 will come to 
an end. Will things really go back to 
“normal” or move forward in new 
directions? What are some things you 
might alter in your life or the organizations 
you belong to moving forward? 
 
PW in the Presbytery is seeking some new 
leadership. Who do you know that would 
serve well as a moderator? As a Search 
Chair?  
 
We are also seeking a church to host us at 
our February 20, 2021 Annual Gathering. 
(Really not as difficult as you think.) Let us 
know. 
 
What will the Fourth of July look like without 
thousands of us packed together watching 
the fireworks? 
 
Make some phone calls to people you 
know. How good does it feel to talk with 
someone and catch up? 
 
I received a card from a CT member for no 
reason other than to say, “Hello! I am 
thinking of you.”  
 
How many church members have passed 
since this began? How will your 

congregation honor their passing and 
remember their lives? 
 
Will there be a bunch of memorial services 
or a well-planned way to honor all at one 
big celebration of life? 
 
How about the Birthday Offering? 
Remember the money from this year funds 
the projects or next year. Will we just skip it 
or present our gifts at our first gathering? 
 
Please email your ideas and plans so 
they can be shared with others (no 
names) in the August Glad Tidings. 
 

 

4th of July Smoothie  

Place 1 cup blackberries, 5 large 
strawberries, a banana, 1/3 C orange 
juice, and 2 C ice into a blender in 
that order, and blend on high speed 
until smooth, 30 seconds to 1 minute. 
Pour into 4 glasses and top each 
serving with 3 blackberries for 
garnish. 

 


