
 
 

What’s Your Story? 

 

 

 
 

Hello, my name is Dorothy Salkin.  I was born at the Jewish Hospital in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
I had a brother 15 years older and a sister 13 years older. 
 

You would have noticed me then by my naturally curly bright red hair. My hair is lighter 

now but still naturally red and curly.  I was an active kid.  In fact, I was elected busiest 
girl in my senior class at Hughes High School where I edited the school paper, 

participated on the debate team and was elected vice mayor of Cincinnati during Girls 
Week. 

  

I lived at home with my parents while attending the University of Cincinnati.  While 
there, I was news editor of the campus newspaper, a member of the Guidon Honor 

Society and one of the first women to be president of a large university Hillel.  I 
graduated with a BS in kindergarten-primary education. 

  
Our home was orthodox and kosher. I am a first generation American. My mother was 

born in Manchester, England and my father was born in Kiev, Russia. He became a US 
Citizen by enlisting in the US Army in 1917 and renouncing all allegiance to the Czar. My 

parents were married in the Bronx in 1920. I understand and speak a little Yiddish. 

After graduating from University of Cincinnati, I spent two years living on campus in 

Columbus at Ohio State University working at the Columbus Jewish Center as director of 
their day camp. I received my master’s degree in social work from OSU and my 

thesis title was "Affiliation and Jewish identity of Jewish Young Adults in the 
Community." After graduation, I returned to Cincinnati, lived at home with my parents 

for two years and worked as a social worker for teens at the Cincinnati Jewish Center. 

 
While on vacation in Los Angeles in 1961, I met a tall, dark and handsome young 

attorney named Avram Salkin.  I returned to Cincinnati and on December 31, 1961, I 
moved to L.A. and worked as a social worker for teens at Westside Jewish Center.  

Avram and I were married on November 4, 1962 and have been happily married for 56 
years. 

  
We have two adult children—our Ken Salkin, a businessman, and our daughter, Los 

Angeles Superior Court Judge Valerie Salkin. Ken is married to Dr. Michal Amir and they 
are parents of our wonderful 12-year-old twin grandchildren Daniel and Margalit. The 

children will celebrate their b'nai mitzvah at Temple Emanuel in February 2020. 

Introduce Yourself: Dorothy Salkin 



 
I have been an active Jewish community leader and activist all my life including serving 

as president of the 6,000-member Beverly Hills chapter of Hadassah; vice president of 
Sinai Temple; president of Sinai Temple Sisterhood; founder of the Sinai Center for 

Judaic Studies; vice president of National Council of Jewish Women; national board 
member of Hadassah; a Jewish Federation Lion of Judah, and many other organizations. 

I received the Los Angeles County Commission for Women honor as a community 
activist and leader. I have been a member of the Cedars-Sinai Board of Governors for 20 

years, currently serving on the BOG's executive cabinet.  I am vice president of the 
Cedars-Sinai Women's Guild and a board member of UCLA's Women and Philanthropy. 

My passion is being a UCLA Hillel board member and trustee where I am a mentor to 
staff and students. 

 
Avram and I love to entertain and have hosted many community events at our home. I 

am an accomplished cook and taught kosher cooking for 10 years. I love to write song 

parodies, I sing and play the harp.  The gardens at our home get my TLC, especially our 
many rose bushes. I enjoy UCLA basketball games and dark chocolate. We have 

traveled to Israel, England, Holland, Sweden, Japan and Alaska. I have not flown since 
9/11 and will never fly again. 

 
My greatest joy is being married to the love of my life and soul mate, Avram Salkin, a 

native Angelino and a most highly regarded tax lawyer in Southern California. The 
master of understatement, Avram is kind, loving, caring, a wonderful husband, father 

and grandfather. He has won three unprecedented and coveted awards for lifetime 
achievement in the practice of tax law from the bars of the State of California, Los 

Angeles County and Beverly Hills. Avram is an athlete and we enjoy attending sports 
events and musical productions.  He played football at Fairfax High School and UCLA and 

was center on a Cal Law School football team which won an intermural championship.    
 

We always enjoy spending time with our children and remarkable grandchildren, 

especially up at our second home in Lake Arrowhead.  We are delighted when our adult 
niece Anita Schneider and her husband Hank visit us from Cincinnati and our grandniece 

Leigh Fidler visits us from The Big Apple. 
 

It is a pleasure for our family to belong to Temple Emanuel where I enjoy Shabbat 
Minyan every Saturday morning.  Avram and I are members of ChaiVillageLA where I 

have initiated the monthly Sunday evening Discussion and Dessert event. 
 

My goal in life is to live Tikun Olam, help those in need, mentor young people, make the 
world a better place and do my best to ensure a Jewish future for those who come after 

us. 
 


