
 

 

 

What’s Your Story? 
 

 

 
 

Hi, my name is Michael Hirschfeld. I have been a member of 
ChaiVillageLA since it began. Who would have ever thought that a man 

in his early seventies would be making new friends, but that is what 
has happened with ChaiVillageLA. What a great organization. 

 

I was born and raised in Los Angeles. My folks came here from 
Nebraska after the war and my father was an old-fashioned country 

doctor in the sleepy town of Santa Monica. My early years were spent 
in Mar Vista before my folks moved to the Westwood Hills. I grew up in 

public schools and the family was associated with Beth Shalom Temple 
in Santa Monica. 

 
I started college at UCSB but only lasted there one year. Anti-

Semitism and huge classes sent me back to LA. I ended up at San 
Diego State and stayed in San Diego for a decade. While in S.D., I 

stumbled into politics, worked for Jess Unruh, became the Executive 
Director of the Southern Office of the CA Democratic Party, ran some 

political campaigns, and thought that 18-year-olds getting the vote 
was going to change the world. Oops! That didn’t happen. For a 

variety of reasons, I moved back to LA shortly after my father passed 

away in 1979. 
 

In addition to a great experience at San Diego State and with the ZBT 
Fraternity, it was in 1977 that myself and two buddies watched Roots 

on TV. We wondered if we, as Jews, could trace our families. All three 
of us began doing family history and genealogy and have been active 

in family research ever since. It has been and continues to be a major 
passion in my life. 

Introduce Yourself: Michael Hirschfeld



 
It was suggested that I interview at the Jewish Federation. It seemed 

they were looking for someone who had a background in politics and 
knew some of the players at that time in Sacramento. I got the job 

and spent the next twenty-four years with the Community Relations 
Committee, being the public face of the Jewish Federation. I addressed 

pubic policy for the Fed my entire tenure there and led the department 
as its executive director for the last nine years. I am proud of my work 

there. We founded Koreh LA, the largest literacy program in Los 
Angeles, developed the New Leaders Project to train the next 

generation of city leaders tied to the Jewish community, and lobbied in 
Sacramento for those issues aligned with our Jewish values, good 

schools, civil rights, equal employment opportunity, and a host of 
issues on the progressive agenda. 

 

All good things, however, come to an end. I left the Federation and 
ended up at the American Technion Society, the LA fundraising arm of 

the Technion, Israel Institute of Technology. Six years later, I retired 
and now spend much of my time volunteering as an executive coach 

for the Executive Service Corps, Southern California. Working to help 
executive directors of non-profits has been rewarding. 

 
I married Sheri Tuch, who ironically lived on that same street in Mar 

Vista. Another neighbor from that same street had fixed us up. Almost 
thirty-nine years later we have a son Ben who is an urban farmer, a 

daughter Arielle who works in tech, and a son-in-law Aaron in real 
estate development. We’re very fortunate to have our kids pretty close 

by. It has been a good run and our Village is the icing on the cake.     


