
 

ChaiVillageLA Attends Village to Village Network 
Conference 
 
 
Georgia Mercer, commented that she assumed most villages were faith-based, but that was NOT 
true.  “I feel we have an advantage as members of two temples since we are people already committed 
to be part of a ‘community’.   Attending the "research group" round table enabled me to understand 
how data will hopefully prove that the Village approach can lower acute healthcare utilization, enhance 
health and wellbeing, impact public health policies and justify funding for the expansion of Villages 
nationwide.” 
 
In the “Care Program for Frail Elderly” workshop Claire Tucker attended, she learned about models of 
care managed by either a geriatric nurse or a certified care manager.  A member of the Arlington 
Neighborhood Village explained that their members needed this level of care because they are 
increasingly frail, have short-term medical needs and lack family or neighbor support. 
 
Devorah Servi attended a session for ‘mature’ villages.  “We prioritized our future challenges and found 
that we shared many of the same ones.  They included the need for leadership succession planning, 
ensuring financial sustainability, long-term strategic planning and working with volunteers who also 
travel, take care of their grandchildren and sometimes become ill.  I found a recent webinar on 
sustainability best practices particularly helpful.  I also really enjoy networking with other Executive 
Directors.” 
 
Claire really enjoyed representing ChaiVillageLA at the conference and said, “Thanks again for giving me 
the opportunity to learn more about the Villages and the wonderful work they do!” 
 
Georgia shared her gratitude for belonging to ChaiVillageLA.  “ChaiVillageLA has been just what I needed 
at this point in my life.  Even though I have a wonderful family, many long-time friends and volunteer 
commitments, living alone is a new and very challenging experience.  ChaiVillageLA has helped me move 
on to the next chapter in my life knowing there are wonderful, like-minded people involved who are 
sharing the realities of wanting to age with grace, provide and receive support - all with renewed vigor.” 
 
 
 
 


