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Agenda material can be inspected at 1125 Tamalpais Avenue, San Rafael, CA 94901 on the Mission Avenue side of the building. The meeting facilities are in 
accessible locations. If you are a person with a disability and require this document in an alternate format (example: Braille, Large Print, Audiotape, CD-ROM), 
you may request it by using the contact information below. If you require accommodation (example: ASL Interpreter, reader, note taker) to participate in any 
MCE program, service or activity, you may request an accommodation by calling (415) 464-6032 (voice) or 711 for the California Relay Service or by e-mail 
at djackson@mceCleanEnergy.org not less than four work days in advance of the event.  

Technical Committee Meeting 
Thursday, February 1, 2018 

9:30 A.M.  
* Note different start-time due to room availability* 

 

One Concord Center 
2300 Clayton Road, Room 650 

Concord, CA 94520 
 
 

Remote locations:  
MCE, Barbara George Room, 1125 Tamalpais Avenue, San Rafael, CA 94901 
Marten Law, PLLC, 555 Montgomery Street, Suite 820, San Francisco, CA 94111-2560 
The City of San Ramon, 7000 Bollinger Canyon Rd., Room 256, San Ramon, CA 94583 
 

 
 

1. Board Announcements (Discussion) 
 
2. Public Open Time (Discussion) 
 
3. Report from Chief Executive Officer (Discussion) 

 
4. Approval of 12.7.17 Meeting Minutes (Discussion/Action) 
 
5. Open Season 2018 for Renewable Energy and Energy Storage (Discussion)  

 
6. IBEW Leadership and Workforce Issues (Discussion)  

 
7. Strategic Plan Update: Program Evaluation and Selection (Discussion)  

 
8. Power Purchase and Sale Agreement with Sand Hill C, LLC Update (Discussion) 

 
9. Committee Member & Staff Matters (Discussion) 
 
10. Adjourn 

 

Kevin
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HUFFINGTON POST 
 
Tom Dalzell, Contributor 
Business Manager and Financial Secretary, International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers 
Local 1245 

On The Brink 
01/11/2018 07:31 pm ET  

 
California’s energy infrastructure on the edge of the abyss 
California has been a leader on climate change, and for that our policy makers deserve praise. 
While other states fretted over the politics, we came together to pass bipartisan bills, and our 
regulatory agencies stood up and enforced them. We now lead the nation in reducing emissions, 
proving that real change is possible when we work together.  
 
But while we’ve been making progress in this area, structural flaws in our existing regulatory 
framework have widened into cracks. And in recent months, several of them have worsened to 
the point that they are eroding the foundation of California’s energy system, threatening to 
bankrupt our major utilities and destroy the basis for the safe, affordable power we all rely on.  
Recent newspaper headlines tell the story — for the second time in less than 20 years, 
California’s utilities have been pushed to the financial brink. In the past few weeks, they have 
lost billions of dollars of market capitalization.  
 
Three policy quirks, each of which started as a small wrinkle in an otherwise well thought-out 
plan, have grown into major problems that must be dealt with if we are to keep our power system 
on track and responsive to a changing energy future.  
 
The first has to do with Community Choice Aggregation, a policy that allows entire cities and 
counties to move away from a utility and attempt to purchase their own power on the open 
market. CCAs have cropped up in wealthy communities like Marin, where they promise more 
green power and then automatically enroll all local customers in their plan. They then pay only 
65 percent of the cost of power that the utility had purchased for those customers — and add the 
remaining 35 percent to the bills of non-CCA customers. This unfairly shift costs to customers in 
other communities who end up paying more.  
 
CCAs have also disrupted California’s Integrated Resource Plan — our state’s framework to 
ensure we have enough power for everyone and meet our renewable goals. By splintering into 
many tiny entities, CCAs make it all but impossible to track what kind of power is being used 
where and the levels of associated emissions. Our regulators and legislators know that under 
current policy, CCAs are unfair to regular customers and that fragmenting the system 
undermines our ability to work together towards a clean energy future — but they have done 
nothing to rein them in. 
 
Policymakers also know that utility power customers are paying more than their fair share to 
cover the costs of those who have rooftop solar — and this is a second source of inequity among 
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our energy policies. Our current Net Energy Metering policy allows rooftop customers to be paid 
back at extremely generous rates for the power they put into the grid, creating tiny or non-
existent bills for them. But that doesn’t mean they’re not using traditional power — it just means 
they’re generating more than they use during the day, and relying on traditional power at night. 
Rooftop customers also aren’t paying to maintain poles, wires, and other components of the grid 
— even though they use them regularly. The utilities essentially function as a free backup battery 
for them. 
 
This went without much outcry when rooftop solar panels were few and far between — but as 
they proliferate (mainly among homeowners in wealthy communities), more and more 
Californians are being fleeced. Bills for regular customers are going up to cover what the rooftop 
customers are not required to pay. And in many cases, they are subsidizing not the actual solar 
customers but the investment banks that have bought the leases the customers entered into when 
the panels were installed. This puts unnecessary financial stress on the monthly budgets of 
hardworking families across the state, and on the system overall. A legislative fix to make the 
system fair should be made immediately.  
 
Most recently and most seriously, regulators and legislators have ignored the catastrophic 
implications of California’s policy of inverse condemnation with strict liability. Under the law, if 
utility equipment is found to have caused a fire, the utility is automatically liable for the damage 
– even if they were not negligent and followed all best practices for avoiding fires.  
 
As unseasonably hot weather and wind events bore down on the state in the late summer, the 
most devastating wildfires on record broke out in both northern and southern California. Because 
of the inverse condemnation/strict liability flaw, the state’s utilities and their customers may be 
on the hook for all the damages associated with them — and it could push them into bankruptcy, 
undermining the reliability, safety and affordability of California’s power supply. 
 
Regulators and legislators will privately concede that inverse condemnation is a terrible, one-
size-fits-all policy that creates a disincentive for investors to provide utilities with the capital 
they need to survive. San Diego Gas and Electric, Southern California Edison and the Los 
Angeles Department of Water and Power are all facing hundreds of millions or even billions of 
dollars of liability despite doing nothing wrong, and having worked hard to prevent fires and 
other disasters. Legislators and regulators know that the doctrine of inverse condemnation with 
strict liability is flawed, and they know that enforcing it is both unfair and could cause real 
disruption to our state’s economy— but they have not acted. 
 
California’s energy infrastructure is the most basic building block of our economy. Every single 
one of us depends on safe, affordable power to work, live and thrive — every single day. Now is 
hardly the time for laissez faire, hands-off regulation or legislative lethargy. Our elected officials 
and regulators need to stand up and face these problems, and face them soon, before the 
foundation of our system is beyond repair. 
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Asian Americans for 
Community Involvement 

 
  

January 18, 2018 
  

 California Public Utilities Commission 
505 Van Ness Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102  
 

Re: Support for Resolution E-4907 
 

Dear Commissioners: 
 

Thank you for your efforts to ensure current law is being followed and electricity 
customers in California aren’t paying extra on their bills for power that was 
purchased for others. 
 

On behalf of diverse organizations representing low-income, senior, veterans, 
faith-based, ethnic, community and business organizations throughout the 
state we support Resolution E-4907. 
 

Given the rapid growth of new energy providers like Community Choice 
Aggregators (CCAs), it is critical that regulations to preserve system reliability 
and protect customers keep pace with changes in the marketplace.   
 
Currently, all electricity providers in California are required to forecast the 
number of customers they will have, and demonstrate they have the power to 
serve them (called Resource Adequacy).  We understand that based on current 
timelines, CCAs may not be required to meet their Resource Adequacy 
obligations for the calendar year in which they first provide new or expanded 
service.  As a result, utilities are buying power for customers that will soon later 
be served by CCAs, leaving those customers who remain with their utility as a 
power supplier responsible for picking up the tab for power that was purchased 
for those now served by another provider. 

 
Passage of this resolution is critical to not only protect utility customers from 
paying more for Resource Adequacy than they should, but also to protect the 
integrity of the state’s Resource Adequacy program that is supposed to ensure 
reliable electricity for all customers.  It is a positive step toward ensuring that 
some energy customers aren’t adversely impacted by another jurisdiction’s 
decision to proceed with a CCA. 
 
Sincerely, 

California State 
Conference NAACP 

Department of 
California 

California Small 
Business 

Association 

California League of 
United Latin 

American Citizens 

AI# 06_Att C: Coalition Lttr. in favor of Draft Res. E-4907



 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Gary Passmore, President 
Congress of California Seniors 
 
Ruben Barrales, President  
Latino Leadership & Policy Forum  
 
Aubry Stone, President & CEO  
California Black Chamber of Commerce 
 
Ronald O. Nichols, President  
Southern California Edison  
 
Eugene “Mitch” Mitchell, Vice President, 
State Government & External Affairs 
San Diego Gas & Electric Company 
 
Patrick Lavin, Business 
Manager/Financial Secretary  
IBEW Local Union 47  
 
Edwin T. Tan, Ph.D., Director of Advocacy 
and Development  
Asian Americans for Community 
Involvement (AACI) 
 
Dave Rodriguez, State President  
California League of United Latin 
American Citizens (LULAC)  
 
Rex Hime, President & CEO  
California Business Properties 
Association 
 
Carlos Antonio H. Vaquerano, Executive 
Director  
The Salvadorian-American Leadership 
and Educational Fund  
 
John “Doc” Bart, Adjutant  
American Legion – Department of 
California  
 
Lorraine Plass, State Legislative Chair  
AMVETS Department of California  
 
Greg McKee, President & CEO  
CONNECT  
 

Alice Huffman, President  
California State Conference NAACP  
 
Julian Cañete, President & CEO 
California Hispanic Chambers of 
Commerce  
 
Steve Malnight, Senior Vice President of 
Strategy and Policy  
Pacific Gas & Electric   
 
Val Martinez, President  
Association of Rural Northern California 
Energy Providers (ARNCEP)  
 
Tom Dalzell, Business Manager  
IBEW Local 1245 
 
Robert C. Lapsley, President  
California Business Roundtable  
 
Deborah Howard, Secretary  
California Senior Advocates League  
 
Betty Jo Toccoli, President 
California Small Business Association 
 
Mariko Kahn, Executive Director 
Pacific Asian Counseling Services  
 

Ron Gonzales, President & CEO  
Hispanic Foundation of Silicon Valley  
 

Fred A. Romero, State Commander  
American GI Forum of California  
 

Marissa Christiansen, Executive Director  
Friends of the Los Angeles River  
 
Kim May Yamasaki, Executive Director 
Center for Asian Americans United for 
Self-Empowerment (CAUSE)  
 
Val Martinez, Executive Director  
Redwood Community Action Agency  

American GI Forum 
of California 

Department of 
California 

The Fresno Center 
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Ammie Hines, Founder  
Another Level for Women   
 
Pao Yang, Executive Director  
The Fresno Center  
 
James P. Reber, Executive Director  
San Jose Parks Foundation  
 
Cynthia Murray, President & CEO  
North Bay Leadership Council  
 
Dennis J. Huang, Executive Director & 
CEO  
Asian Business Association of Los 
Angeles 
 
Bev Jorgensen, Executive Director  
Dana Point Chamber of Commerce  
 
Scott Ashton, CEO  
Oceanside Chamber of Commerce  
 

Andrew Quiñones, CEO 
Southern California Service Corps 
 
Sean Karafin, Vice President, Policy & 
Economic Research  
San Diego Regional Chamber of 
Commerce  
 
Betty Jo Toccoli, Chair/CEO 
California Small Business Roundtable  
 
Andy Caldwell, Executive Director  
The Coalition of Labor, Agriculture & 
Business, Santa Barbara County (COLAB) 
 
Scott Raty, President & CEO  
Pleasanton Chamber of Commerce  
 
Michael Turnipseed, Executive Director 
Kern County Taxpayers Association  
 

COLAB Santa Barbara 
County 
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For Release January 16, 2018 

 

Contact: Tom Hansen 
IBEW Local 302 
Phone (925) 228-2302 
Fax (925) 228-0764 
tomh@ibewlu302.com 

1875 Arnold Drive 
Martinez, CA  94553 

IBEW Local 302 

Press Release 
Project Labor Agreement Signed between Intersect Power and Five Local 
Construction Crafts to Build Largest Solar Project in Northern California 

Project will produce 100 megawatts of new renewable energy and employ 500 local union 
workers. At least 50% of workers will come from Contra Costa County. 

Martinez, CA January 16, 2018:   

A five-craft project labor agreement was signed today between IP Delta Ranch, LLC, a subsidiary of 
Intersect Power and five local unions: the IBEW Local 302, Operating Engineers Local 3, Laborers Local 
324, Ironworkers Local 378, and Carpenters Local 152, for construction of up to 100-megawatts of 
renewable energy in Contra Costa County. The Delta Ranch Renewable Energy Project would create as 
many as 500 local construction jobs, and it would be the largest such project in Contra Costa County 
and northern California.  

 
The five construction crafts represent over 3,500 members living in Contra Costa County, many of whom 
are pleased to have an upcoming job so close to home, reducing commute time and cost as well as 
highway congestion.  

 
“We are very happy to have entered into this agreement, guaranteeing our members the opportunity to 
work on the largest solar project in Northern California”, said Tom Hansen, Business Manager for IBEW 
Local 302. “The size and scale of this type of project makes a meaningful impact on our members and 
our ability to plan for the future.” 
 
Added Jeff McEuen, Business Manager at Ironworkers Local 378, “We are thrilled to be able to work 
with the team at Intersect Power. They are experienced leaders in the development of large scale solar 
projects, and have a solid track record of working with local building trades unions. It will be great to 
have a 100-megawatt project right in our own backyard so close to where many of our members live.” 
 
Intersect Power is in the early stages of project development and expects to go through a full review 
over the next 12 to 18 months. Following a successful completion of this review with the County, the 
project would begin construction in 2019.  
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