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                       “BORN TO BE WILD TO SERVE”   

The 107th Lions InternaƟonal ConvenƟon will be held in Orlando, Florida from July 13-17, 2025! Lions and 
Leos from around the world will converge for an event filled with sun, fun, and service. Famous for its 
theme parks, exciƟng aƩracƟons and vacaƟon vibes, the Orlando Area is a top global desƟnaƟon and an  
exciƟng site for Lions’ biggest event of the year. Lions leaders and global thought leaders will impart their 
inspiraƟonal messages. Lions and Leos will have the opportunity to reconnect with old friends and make 
new ones. All will feel inspired and energized with a vision for the future of service. 

A.P. Singh from Kolkata, India will be installed as InternaƟonal President and Brent Showalter will be        
installed as District 4-C5’s District Governor! 

Lions Float, Inc. has announced its float for the 2026  

Tournament of Roses Parade on New Year’s Day in Pasadena is  

“In Harmony We Serve.”   
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DGE BRENT SHOWALTER 

“BORN TO BE WILD TO SERVE” 

 

 

ARE WE READY FOR 2025 - 2026?  

First and foremost, I want to thank District Governor Vicky Brady and all the support she 

has provided me and this District during her term as Governor in 2024-2025!  

We could not have had such an amazing year without her leadership!  

Now it is up to me to conƟnue to keep moving us all forward. 

Once again, I will start with a favorite quote.  
 

aaaa 
“The older generaƟon’s experience, combined with the younger generaƟon’s 

enthusiasm, can be a powerful force.”  

      ~ Unknown 

I am asking every Lion in District 4-C5 to read that quote a few Ɵmes  

and ask yourself what does that mean to you?  

- How can you connect the generaƟons?  

- What can you discover and uncover when you reach out to the other generaƟons? 

- Do you have more in common than you believe? 
 

TAKE THE NEXT STEP AND MAKE IT A GOAL OF YOURS  

TO BE CURIOUS AND ASK QUESTIONS!  
Reach out to that past district governor, that seasoned Lion, or charter member and likewise reach out to 

the younger members and ask why they joined Lions or ask someone you know to join Lions and just 

have a conversaƟon. You just might be surprised how much you have in common and use that energy to 

help us grow our members. 

 

(*****THE FIRST 20 EMAILS I GET WITH ONE IDEA ON HOW YOU ARE GOING TO HELP US MOVE           

FORWARD ON BRIDGING THE GENERATIONS WILL BE PUT INTO A DRAWING AND  

FIVE WINNERS WILL BE PICKED FOR ONE OF FIVE GIFT CARDS THAT WILL BE GIVEN OUT AT OUR FIRST 

DISTRICT REGION CABINET MEETING ON AUGUST 30TH, 2025!*****) 

SAVE THE DATE! 
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Remember that you can call, text, or email me anyƟme. 

Brent Showalter - District Governor Elect  

“BORN TO BE WILD TO SERVE”  

CONCERT TOUR | 2025-2026  
M: 916-228-9129 / Email: Bshowalrhn@yahoo.com

 

Brent Showalter 

District Governor Elect 

Please submit your articles and 

announcements about club 

service projects, activities and 

fundraisers to the Pride.  

 Deadlines: August 20, October 20, 

December 20, 2025, February 20,     

April 20, June 20, 2026. 



 4 

1VDGE MARK BAMBA 

INSIGHTS ALONG THE JOURNEY TO DG 

Hello Fellow Lions of District 4-C5! 

 

District 4C5 - Huge Impact to Communities Served  
In Lion Year 2024-2025, District 4C5 of Multiple District 4 (MD4) performed 965 Service Projects. 
 

Under the guidance of outgoing District Governor Victoria Brady, the 48 clubs of 4C5 assisted or served    
almost 500,000 people while performing 965 service projects as of end of May 2025 and we still have one 
more month to go to eclipse the half a million mark! The true dedication of our Lions members has helped 
our communities located in 4 counties immensely. Let's make sure we give our appreciation to the great job 
done by the entire District Cabinet, Club Officers, and club members in making this happen led by DG Vicky! 
 

Planning Lion Year 2025-2026 
 

As we implement our plans to do more this Lion Year under the leadership of the incoming District Governor 
Brent Showalter, we must adopt changes that will allow us better public visibility so others can be aware of 
our organization of almost 1.4 million people in over 200 countries. In our Sacramento region, we have 48 
clubs consisting of just under 1300 members. To serve more people than last year, we need to attract more 
active and willing members who can join our current outstanding group of volunteers who have given so 
much of themselves. We need individuals who can connect us with more people and a bigger audience not 
only to find new members, but to find more people in need of our services. Governor Brent will be sharing 
his ideas on how we can accomplish this 
 

Getting Started with Training 
 

This year, our team of trainers led by Global Leadership Team Leader (GLT) Susan Gall and PCC Don Gall, has 
trained many of our incoming Zone Chairs and given them tools to be able to communicate and assist the 
clubs in their zones. Sometime in August, GLT Susan will train incoming officers - Presidents, Secretaries, and 
Treasurers so they may be equipped to guide and manage their clubs with changes implemented by LCIF.  
The online Officers Training Classes have also been updated with these changes. The changes are essential if 
we are to keep our clubs growing. We will also talk about a new position that Lions Club International has 
asked to have each club adopt - Marketing Chair. This person will assist in developing a way for the club to 
be more visible to the public. 
 

Challenging and Exciting Times Ahead 
 

Meaningful change happens through consistent, genuine effort. To meet the increasing needs of our       
communities, we must be open to new ideas. The ideas we will be sharing have been proven to work - just 
put the time and effort needed. As I said in my short acceptance speech to be your next Vice Governor – 
“There is no task so daunting that we can't overcome!”  Challenging times indeed! 
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Ready to make a difference? Contact your local Lions Club to discover how you can join our mission of service in District 4C5.  
“Mission 1.5”  “Making your Mark” 

 

In Lionism, 

Mark Bamba 

Mark Bamba 

First Vice District Governor-Elect 

2025–2026 
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2VDGE GENE KYPKE  

L E A D E R S H I P  O N  T H E  H O R I Z O N  

 

 
Ahoy Fellow Lions! 
 
My journey as a Lion started in June 1988. At that Ɵme, the Lions Club of Rio Linda had 70 members. I held 
board posiƟons every year and worked my way through the ranks. My first Ɵme as president started on 
June 10, 1995, which was also the day of our wedding! 
 
I stepped away from the Lions in 2000 to raise my family, but kept my finger on the pulse of the club. In Oc-
tober of 2019, I made my way back to the Lions Club and officially rejoined in January 2020. I made a per-
sonal vow that in my next term as President in 2022 that we would add 10 new members to the club and 
we did. The next two terms as President were almost as producƟve. During that wave of excitement, we 
also helped to create a new club.  
 
I have completed my Bachelors degree from Lions University and am currently working on my Masters. The 
excitement collaboraƟng with people as the Zone Chair for Dos Rios Region prompted the desire to further 
my involvement in the District. I took Washoe Region Chair on, in a different area on purpose, to meet 
more dynamic people and to further expand my personal horizons.  
 
The last two years I was prompted by several PDGs to further my involvement at the district level. Earlier 
this year I ran as your Second Vice District Governor, and with your support, succeeded in that elecƟon.  
 
I look forward to the next few years, learning more about Lionism and seeking liked-minded “crew mem-
bers.” Now it’s game on, with great PIRATTITUDE!  
 
Humbly your servant Gene Kypke aka “PIRATE”. 
 

Gene Kypke 
2VDGE Gene Kypke 
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GMT NEWS 
STATISTICIAN DAVE PEVNY 

 

GreeƟngs Fellow Lions! 

District 4-C5’s opening membership balance on May 1, 2025, was 1,224.  At the end of the month, 
our membership total was 1,220, resulƟng in a net loss of 4 members for the month. This "-4" net 
change included 7 new members, 0 reinstated members, and 0 transfer members; and 11 mem-
bers dropped.  Of the 11 dropped members, 3 were reported as deceased (James Meskan of Rocklin 
Lions, Norman Royce of Embarcadero Lions, and Mildred Puntual of Mabuhay Lions).  

By Region for May: 

*Donner---plus 2, minus 1 

*Dos Rios---plus 4, minus 5  

*Sacramento---plus 0, minus 4 

*Washoe---plus 1, minus 1 

District Total for May:  1224 + 7 - 11 = 1220 

By Region, CumulaƟve for the Year 2024-2025:  

*Donner---plus 27, minus 43  

*Dos Rios---plus 63 minus 62 

*Sacramento---plus 77, minus 163 

*Washoe---plus 13, minus 32 

District Total, CumulaƟve since July 1, 2024:  1340 + 180 - 300 = 1220 

Dave Pevny 

GMT Statistician 
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DISTRICT NEWS 

 

  

 

 

 

Dining in the Dark, a Helen Keller Fundraising Experience, was held on Sunday, June 8 at the GroƩo in Rio 

Linda. Diners were served a delicious dinner, while blindfolded to gain a new perspecƟve on vision loss. 

The fundraising event was organized by Northern California Lions Sight AssociaƟon (NCLSA), an organiza-

Ɵon that supports awareness for the blind and visually impaired.  

Photo credits: District 4-C5 Facebook page. 
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DONNER REGION LION OF THE YEAR 

SUBMITTED BY LION HELENE SMITH 

  

  

At the District ConvenƟon in April, Foresthill Lion Roberta Dunnicliff was 
announced as the Donner Region Lion of the Year for 2024-2025. Donner 
Region Chair Helene Smith presented her with her award in June at a 
Foresthill Lions Club MeeƟng. Lion Helene was Roberta’s husband’s 
sponsor when she was a member of Foresthill Lions Club. 
 
Lion Roberta has been Club Secretary for quite a few years now and does 
a great job. She is conscienƟous about taking notes and photos at 
meeƟngs and then promptly sends out the meeƟng minutes to the   
members. She consistently enters acƟviƟes in the Lions Portal and lets 
members know what is coming up each month by sending out emails.  
She even forwards the Constant Contact emails to members who do not 
have access to email.  
 
She is highly organized. For the Club’s Crab Feed, she organizes the opportunity prizes and coordinates the 
pick up and delivery of these items. She aƩends the Cabinet MeeƟngs and reports back to the club mem-
bers what went on. She is a very hard-working secretary and is always at the club projects helping out! She 
is definitely a dedicated LION! 
 
CongratulaƟons Donner Region Lion of the Year Roberta!  
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CLUB NEWS 

SACRAMENTO VALLEY HI LIONS CLUB 

 

SubmiƩed by: Lion Wanda Yañez, Treasurer 
 

Sacramento Valley Hi Lions Club had the pleasure of parƟcipaƟng in the Lions Special Kids Day at Depot 
Park for the very first Ɵme in a while—and what a joyful experience it was! Our club invited children and 
adults with special needs to plant radish seeds, a vegetable that matures in just 34 days. This hands-on   
acƟvity encouraged engagement, independence, and a sense of ownership. 
 
Lions Dr. Laura Balangue, Wanda Yañez, and Luis Yañez 
assisted parƟcipants in filling biodegradable cups with soil, 
placing the seeds, gently pushing them into the soil, and 
watering them. Each child was given the Home Depot’s 
signature orange apron that was donated to wear as they 
proudly worked as liƩle gardeners. Their smiles lit up the 
day, especially when they were surprised by the news that 
they could keep their planted cups and their aprons and 
take them home. 

 
 
In total, we served 25 children and 8 adults through this meaningful acƟvi-
ty. All materials were donated by Home Depot from Power Inn and Ace 
Hardware from East Sacramento.  
 
Beyond the booth, we enjoyed a fesƟve 
atmosphere complete with hot dogs, 
burgers, a lively DJ, performers, and     
cosplay characters roaming the park. A 

highlight for many was geƫng a photo with a majesƟc Clydesdale horse—
an unforgeƩable moment! 

 
If your club hosted a booth this year, we encourage 
you to return next year. And if you haven’t parƟcipat-
ed yet, we hope you’ll consider joining. It’s well worth 
the effort. One parent shared that his daughter insist-
ed on aƩending again this year because she felt so welcomed and special last Ɵme. 
They drove all the way from Auburn just to aƩend. That kind of feedback reminds us 

why we serve—bringing joy and connecƟon to others is always worth it. 
 
 

 

 

President Luis Yañez with 

Cosplay Chick-Fil-A Cow. 

Lions Wanda Yanez and Dr. Laura Balangue. 

Lion Wanda Yanez with majesƟc 
Clydesdale horse. 
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District Governor Elect Brent Showalter bshowalrhn@yahoo.com  916-228-9129 

1VDGE Mark Bamba    mark@netsysinc.net   916-872-3477 

2VDGE Dave “Gene” Kypke   dgkypke@yahoo.com   916-769-2973 

Immediate Past DG Vicky Brady  lionvictoriabrady@gmail.com  916-439-6487 

CS Mark Steffens    steffens.mark@gmail.com  916-214-8650 

AA Josephine Fong    josiehfong@gmail.com  916-997-4427 

GLT Coordinator Susan Gall   riponsus@gmail.com   209-480-1676 

GMT: StaƟsƟcs Dave Pevny   dpevny@gmail.com   916-383-6878 

GMT: OrientaƟon Sheri Retzlaff  sheriretzlaff@sbcglobal.net  916-225-0126  

GMT: Outreach PDG Nick McNicholas lormac2@mchsi.com   530-908-2048 

GST Coordinator Kendra Bamba  kendra.bamba61@gmail.com 916-995-1220 

Donner RC Laura Barhydt   lbarhydt@yahoo.com   

Foothill ZC   

Sierra ZC  

Dos Rios RC Robert Stoermer   rastoermer72@gmail.com  719-208-9152   

Wolfskill ZC Lori Bullis    loribullis@comcast.net  916-207-0026 

Sacramento RC Joe Bowers   evoc504@gmail.com   916-261-8504 

Crocker ZC Mark Kraut   mjckrt@sbclgobal.net 

SuƩer ZC Steve Larson   steve.n.larson@gmail.com  916-690-0852 

Eureka ZC Virginia Wedding   sv_wedding@yahoo.com  661-269-5476   

Marshall ZC  

District Chaplain PDG Mike Retzlaff  mikeretzlaff@sbcglobal.net  916-225-8321   

BulleƟn Editor Gayle M. Kono   4c5bulleƟn@gmail.com  916-754-6210 

 

 

 

DISTRICT 4-C5 OFFICERS 


