
Patrick T. Day, Sr. Pastor 

August 21, 2018 

Dear Friends and Members of Northminster Presbyterian Church, 

I have notified Rev. Patrick Day, the Session, and the rest of the church staff that I am resigning from 
serving as an Associate Pastor at Northminster Presbyterian Church. I have accepted a call to be the 
Interim Pastor at First Presbyterian Church of Covington, GA, beginning Monday, September 17, 
2018. The Session has called a Congregational Meeting for September 2, 2018, to terminate my 
pastoral relationship with Northminster effective September 16, 2018.   

My family and I have been tremendously blessed by our time with this family of faith for the last two 
years, and I am extremely grateful for all that I have learned from you. It has been one of my life’s 
greatest pleasures to serve this wonderful congregation here at Northminster Presbyterian Church as 
your Associate Pastor for Children, Youth, and Families, and I believe that all of you, the kind people 
of this congregation, have been more of a blessing to me than I could ever have been to you.  

Now, you may ask, why an Interim Pastor? Well, while I served as the Acting Head of Staff during 
Patrick’s sabbatical in the fall of 2017, I realized that something was once again rekindled within 
me—a spark was relit through the experience of once again utilizing gifts and skills for head of staff 
ministry. In addition, through a lot of prayer and discernment time, I have realized that years of 
professional experience in project management, retail store management, and multiple pastoral roles 
in Texas, North Carolina, and Georgia have all prepared and guided me toward a particular type of 
pastoral ministry. As a result, I once again became open to God’s call upon my life, which has led            
me to sense a call to interim/transitional ministry. 

God has blessed me with many incredibly fond memories and experiences while serving this church, 
and I will be forever grateful for the opportunities given to me here at Northminster—for the chances 
to worship, serve, pray, teach, and grow our faith together; for all that we have accomplished in God’s 
name; and for the many blessed experiences with God’s children of all ages at this church (but most 
especially with the youth and adult leaders at Montreat, Maryville, and many more places). 

My final Sunday in worship with Northminster will be Sunday, September 9, and my final day in  
the office will be Wednesday, September 12 (followed by a pre-scheduled long-weekend vacation to 
Texas). Between now and then, I look forward to continued ministry together as we plan our kick-off 
activities, as we enjoy youth group on Sunday evenings, and with everyone during worship on Sunday 
mornings.  

I want you to know that Northminster Presbyterian Church is a truly blessed and precious 
congregation, and you will forever be in my daily prayers. May the love of God be with us, may  
the grace of Jesus Christ sustain us, and may the Holy Spirit guide and direct us in all we say and do. 

Grace and Peace, 

Rev. Steven Barnes 
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