
[Your  Letterhead]
	


Date 

The Honorable Chris Holden 
Chair, Assembly Appropriations Committee 
1021 O Street, Room 5650
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:   Assembly Bill 869 (Wood) Hospitals: seismic safety compliance 
         As Amended 3/7/2023 – SUPPORT
         
Dear Assemblymember Holden:

[Organization Name] strongly supports Assembly Bill 869, which would offer relief to qualifying small, rural, and public district hospitals with regard to meeting the Hospital Seismic Safety Act 2030 deadline. 

[Include description of your organization and role in the community you serve].

Our district hospital [Feel free to mention the specific district hospital], is owned by our community. They are a major employer and provides lifesaving, preventative and primary care to all ages. California law requires that by 2030 all hospitals must seismically retrofit or rebuild their hospitals to remain fully operational in the event of an earthquake. These hospitals have already met the established 2020 standard, which requires them to remain standing in the wake of a seismic event. 

[Include a description of your community, demographics and/or how your organization benefits from the hospital]. 

[Insert name of hospital], is publicly owned, meaning our community is expected to bear the cost of this mandate. At this time, it is difficult to imagine voters in [insert your region of the state] would pass a tax to fund a retrofit or rebuild of our hospital. These projects cost millions of dollars and may delay care to our community while construction is underway. AB 869, will offer our hospital relief in meeting the mandate by 2030, giving our community time to find a to retrofit or rebuild our facilities. 

[Insert name of hospital] is committed to protecting access to care in our community, but relief is needed to ensure we can comply with this costly, unfunded mandate. AB 869 will, with certainty, preserve access to care in [insert your region of the state].

It is critically important that the state assist hospitals, that without assistance, will fail to meet the looming 2030 seismic mandate. For these reasons, [Insert organization name] strongly supports AB 869 and urges an “AYE” vote. Should you have any questions about our position, please do not hesitate to contact [Insert Your Contact Information].

Sincerely,

[Insert signature]

cc: 	The Honorable Jim Wood, Member, California State Assembly 
          All members, Assembly Appropriations Committee
Allegra Kim, Principal Consultant, Assembly Appropriations Committee 



