
 

 
 
 
 

 
Friday, May 29, 2020 
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm 

 
1.5 CLE Professional Practice Credits 

 

Online Participation 
via Zoom 

 
Zoom is a web-based video conferencing 
tool with a local, desktop and mobile app 

that allow for online participation. 
 

How to Join the CLE Webinar 
The day prior to the CLE webinar, 

registrants will receive by email a URL 
and instructions on how to register with 

Zoom and how to track CLE credits. 
Registrants will also receive electronic 

program materials by email. 
 
 
 

Presented by: 
New York State Defenders 

Association 
 

 
 

Roshell Amezcua is the Family Defense and Immigration Counsel at The 
Bronx Defenders. Roshell has represented parents in neglect and abuse 
proceedings since 2016. Her role has shifted to also include developing a 
deeper understanding of the harmful impact the child welfare system has on 
a parent’s immigration status and eligibility for immigration relief. Her role 
includes advising family defense and immigration advocates on the 
enmeshed harms a child welfare proceeding or investigation has on one’s 
immigration status, and vice versa. She has trained and presented at law 
schools, several parent defense conferences, and to other practitioners. She 
has also conducted ‘know your rights trainings’ for noncitizen parents at 
community-based organizations. Prior to coming to The Bronx Defenders, 
Roshell was a post-bar law clerk at the Orange County Public Defender’s 
Office, the Los Angeles County Public Defender’s Office, and was a hired law 
clerk at Loyola Law School’s Center for Juvenile Law and Policy. She 
received her undergraduate education at the University of California, Davis, 
and went to Loyola Law School in Los Angeles, California. Her passion lies in 
racial, economic, immigrant justice and justice for Black, Indigenous, queer, 
trans, and gender non-conforming people of color. 
 
Sophie Feal was recently promoted to Supervising Immigration Attorney of 
the Western New York Regional Immigration Assistance Center at the Legal 
Aid Bureau of Buffalo (LABB), where she has served as a public defender 
since 2017. Prior to her tenure with LABB, Sophie practiced immigration law 
for almost thirty years. She concentrated her practice in removal defense, 
asylum, and family-based applications in Buffalo, San Francisco, and 
Washington, DC, and almost exclusively in the non-profit sector. She has 
been active with various professional associations throughout her career, and 
has spoken and published extensively in the field of immigration and 
naturalization law. She is a 1988 graduate of the University of Buffalo Law 
School. An immigrant herself, she was raised speaking, reading, and writing 
French and Spanish. 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

The fee is $25.00 for Public Defenders, Legal Aid, 18-B Attorneys, NYSDA, and 

National Association for Public Defense members. For all others, registration is 

$35.00. Your registration form is due no later than Wednesday, May 27, 2020. 

 
Name:_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
City/State/Zip: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Telephone: _________________________________________________________  
 
Email: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, NYSDA staff are currently working remotely. 
After a review of our registration process, we have decided to temporarily stop 
accepting payment at the time of registration. Instead, invoices will be sent to 
attendees and defender programs by email. We thank you for your patience. 
Please choose your preferred billing method below. 
 

  Bill me directly
  Bill Defender Program: ____________________________________________ 
 

Please email the completed registration form by Wednesday, May 27, 2020 to: 
Megan O’Toole at training@nysda.org. Questions: Email or call Megan at 518-465-

3524 x-25. 

Protecting Immigrant Clients within 
COVID-19 Practice Constraints 

Webinar 

 

MCLE Credit 
NYSDA has been certified by the New York State 

Continuing Legal Education Board as an Accredited 
Provider of Continuing Legal Education in the State 
of New York (2019–2022). This transitional / non-

transitional program has been approved in 
accordance with the requirements of the Continuing 

Legal Education Board for a maximum of 1.5 
Professional Practice credits hours. No CLE credit 

may be earned for repeat attendance at any 
accredited CLE activity. Tuition assistance for 

financial hardship is available. 
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