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Local Non-Profits to Open Free Dental Clinic in June 
 

 
 
PITTSBURG, CA – May 12, 2021 – The Dentist on Wheels Pittsburg Free Dental Clinic at St. Vincent de 
Paul is scheduled to open this June – offering free dental care for Contra Costa residents without dental 
insurance.  A collaboration between Dentists on Wheels (DOW) and St. Vincent de Paul of Contra Costa 
County (SVdP), the free dental clinic aims to address the problem of dental pain and suffering experienced 
by residents in Contra Costa County who have no dental insurance. The 3-chair free dental clinic will soon 
be ready to start treating patients and helping people in need in the county to resolve their dental pain. 
All the dental equipment and furnishings have been donated to the free clinic. Shab Farzaneh, founder of 
Dentists on Wheels saw a community need and was moved to provide a solution.  
 
The clinic, staffed by volunteer dentists, will be able to treat most patients’ needs, from screenings, 
cleanings and check-ups to fillings, crowns, extractions and dentures. 
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For many patients, there is a direct link between poverty and a lack of dental insurance, and receiving 
dental care would normally be out of reach for low-income residents. Tooth pain and other dental issues 
can cause a massive drop in quality of life for those suffering. A broadening problem in low-income 
communities is the usage of extraction to solve tooth pain, as it is an inexpensive means of addressing the 
pain. This can create many long-term issues that can profoundly impact the patient’s quality of life.  By 
providing free, accessible preventative care and restorative procedures, the free dental clinic will lessen 
the number of extractions happening in Contra Costa County and keep the county smiling.  
 
The 3-chair clinic, a partnership between Dentists on Wheels and St. Vincent de Paul, is being built by St. 
Vincent de Paul of Contra Costa County and is located at the SVdP Family Resource Center, 2210 
Gladstone Dr., Pittsburg, CA 94565. The clinic is also sponsored by The California Wellness Foundation, 
John Muir Health, Refera, Catholic Management Services & Funeral Services, The Ranzetta Family 
Charitable Fund, Robert Anderson Dental Corporation, The Wilcox Family Foundation, Fremont Bank, 
Digital DOC, Optum, Q-Optics, Shoreview Dental, The Patterson Foundation, Dr. Amanda Backstrom, NSK 
Dental Instruments, XDR Radiology, as well as many dental specialists and private donors throughout 
Contra Costa County. 

 
St. Vincent de Paul of Contra Costa County looks to strengthen vulnerable families by providing not only 
free dental care, but by also providing relief from food insecurity, (free meals and free food pantries), free 
clothing and furniture, rental assistance, job training, and shelter for the homeless.   
 
You can help by donating to the free dental clinic at www.svdp-cc.org or www.dentistsonwheels.org 
 
About Dentists on Wheels 
DOW was founded to address the growing problem of dental issues in the impoverished community in 
and around Contra Costa and Alameda Counties.  DOW provides dental hygienists, dental assistants, 
dentists, dental specialists, and various stakeholders with the opportunity to assist in the mission of 
providing accessible dental care to underserved communities. DOW recognizes that there are multiple 
barriers that can exist preventing a patient from seeking dental care. DOW is committed to breaking down 
barriers for patients without financial means, with dental phobias or religious concerns such that the 
population currently defined as vulnerable and underserved can find quality dental services at DOW. 
 
About St. Vincent de Paul of Contra Costa County 
St. Vincent de Paul of Contra Costa County has provided safety-net services in the county for over 57 years, 
serving 180,000 people annually and distributing over $1M of direct financial assistance and over $1.7M 
of in-kind aid. More than 750 SVdP volunteers and a small staff lead operations in Contra Costa including 
the SVdP Family Resource Center in Pittsburg, 29 branches, and 3 Thrift Stores. All donations to and 
services provided by St. Vincent de Paul of Contra Costa County remain in Contra Costa to benefit 
individuals and families in need locally. One of the largest charitable organizations in the world, St. Vincent 
de Paul is an international, nonprofit, Catholic lay organization of more than 900,000 men and women 
who voluntarily join together to grow spiritually by offering person-to-person service to the needy and 
suffering in 155 countries on five continents. 
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