
The Story of Journey Church, Fargo, ND 
by Dude Garrett 

As you read this title, you might be asking, “What is this Journey Church in Fargo?  What is the story?”  Let me 
answer that for you. 

For almost twelve years the members of Temple Baptist have supported and worked alongside Sojourn Church 
in the Fargo-Moorhead metro area.  Through those years those churches have prayed for each other, found ways 
to serve together (doing VBS and special projects together), helped in financial ways, and shared special 
services like Good Friday and Christmas Eve.  There has always been a kinship in denomination, mission, and 
desire to see people find Jesus.  Although the church families were very different, there was a respect and 
appreciation of each unique ministry. 

Around 2018 changes happening in Temple Baptist caused some church leaders to be concerned about the 
downward trajectory of the church.  In response, leaders began discussing church revitalization or other actions 
the church might consider as it looked ahead.  In that discussion, our DBC Executive Director Garvon Golden 
met with Temple Baptist deacons to discuss church revitalization and how the DBC could help.  After 
conversations circulated around the church and after an extended season of church wide prayer, Temple Baptist 
voted to embrace the DBC church revitalization process in the fall of 2019. 

Here is the definition of revitalization the DBC plan promoted: Church revitalization is doing the spiritual work 
that invites a movement of God directing the church toward greater health and wholeness, leading to growth 
and reproduction. 

As Temple Baptist progressed through the steps of church revitalization, there were changes happening at 
Sojourn Church too.  In January of 2020, the second of the three original church planting pastors felt led to 
resign his position and seek a ministry in another part of the country.  As Sojourn Church was adjusting to this 
change in leadership, and as Temple Baptist was surveying the church family to lay a foundation for 
revitalization plans, our whole country was rocked by the COVID pandemic.  Services, plans, church gatherings 
and attendance were disrupted.  Both churches hit the “pause” button and prayerfully sought the Lord for His 
direction in these radically changing times.   

At Temple Baptist, the church revitalization team was stalled.  Previous plans seemed irrelevant but openness to 
change was greater than ever.  When the group tried to “restart” revitalization, there seemed to be no clear 
direction.  It was time to think “outside the box.”  Should Pastor Dude Garrett retire and the church seek its next 
pastor?  Should the church close its doors and pass on its resources?  Is joining with another church an option?  
In the end, after a summer of meeting outside on the lawn, after a concerted month of prayer and after the 
recommendation of the revitalization team, Temple Baptist voted to seek joining another Southern Baptist 
Church.   

Through this time at Temple Baptist, God was moving in the hearts of Sojourn Church leaders to embrace this 
discussion with Temple Baptist.  Although the churches knew each other well, was joining together what God 
wanted for them?  During discussions, it became clear that this was not a plan for one church to join the other.  
Instead, if the Lord put the churches together, they should combine their resources and history into a new 
church. That was a great challenge.   

In the search for God's direction, both churches shared services and communicated questions, concerns and 
dreams.  They recognized the significant differences between the two congregations and took time to deeply and 



prayerfully consider the final decision.  Then, in separate meetings in January and February of 2021, both 
churches voted to proceed with joining together to begin a new church ministry.   

After that important decision, there was much work to do; writing a constitution and bylaws that was biblical 
and respectful of both elder leadership and congregational involvement; discussing and selecting together a 
name for this new church; thinking through financial issues, building changes, and organizational structure.  
These organizational matters seemed very important, however, the Lord led Sojourn church people to prioritize 
a different plan.  The two church families should just get to know each other.  The priority was to develop a 
community together, even before facing these other decisions.  That was indeed a godly and biblical direction, 
and it became the focus during the spring and summer of 2021.   That important directive was one of the ways 
God’s Spirit shaped plans and changed priorities.   

As the Lord’s direction continued, the details were discussed and each church voted on those details in 
September 2021. Finally, on Oct 3, 2021, Journey Baptist Church met together for the first time.   

Since October, the challenges have been daunting.  Resisting the temptation to jump into programs and plans 
carried over from the previous churches, Journey Church has focused on the twin priorities of prayer and 
partnership.  Two weekly prayer times have been scheduled and each is followed by fellowship and spending 
time together.   The building has been significantly remodeled and reflects a different feel in the auditorium with 
chairs instead of pews.  Pastor Dude Garrett and Pastor John Fisher share preaching and if plans go as expected, 
I will move into retirement by the end of 2022 and Pastor John will assume full time ministry.   

Beginning a new church is challenging on many fronts, but as Journey Church follows Jesus, it is confident that 
He will provide everything needed to serve Him faithfully and bring the Father glory.  What worthy goals for 
every church in our Dakota Baptist Convention. 

Dude Garrett is co-pastor at Journey Church in Fargo, ND


