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ACTION ALERT: CONTACT YOUR LEGISLATORS BEFORE JULY 12 DEADLINE 
 
On Friday, June 28, Governor Dunleavy's announced more than $400 million in cuts on top of 
the legislature’s agreed-upon $280 million in cuts, including vetoed funding for the Alaska 
State Council on the Arts (ASCA)– meaning elimination of this state agency. 
 
Established in 1967, ASCA is a public corporation (as of 2017) under the Department of 
Education and Early Development and oversees a wide array of programs, services, and 
grants with a staff of 4.5 and a board of trustees comprised of citizen leaders from around the 
state. As a state arts agency, ASCA receives funding from the National Endowment for the 
Arts. Without the 1:1 state match, ALL federal funding goes away. Today, the combined state 
and federal funds going to ASCA represent less than half of their overall budget –  about 55% 
comes from private, non-governmental sources including Alaskan and national foundations 
investing in AK for the benefit of all Alaskans. ASCA's FY2019 state appropriation of $692,800 
comprised just over 1-100th of 1% of all state spending and for every $1 that ASCA awards, 
grantees secure an additional $27 in local match, private contributions and earned income.  
 
A short list of ASCA programs and services that will go away if we don’t act now:  

• Creative Forces, a partnership with the National Endowment for the Arts, serves 
members of the U.S. military who have suffered traumatic brain injuries (TBI) and post-
traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 

• Grants for arts organizations and individual artists help create micro-economies in each 
Alaskan community. FY20 approved grants for orgs, artists, and schools won’t be paid. 

• The Percent for Art program commissions public art for state buildings.  
• The Alaska Silver Hand program offers a seal of authentication for Native artists, adding 

a competitive edge in the art market and helping protect the livelihood of Native artists 
by dissuading sales of fake Native art.  

• The Artists in Schools residency program has provided students, artists, and educators 
with unique learning experiences since 1969. 

 
Some important things to know: 

• If the veto stands, $1.5 million in private foundation funds (twice that of the state 
allocation to ASCA) meant to benefit Alaskans will be returned to would-be funders. 

• Historically, even during recessions states have maintained arts funding because they 
are an economic driver that stimulate commerce, support jobs, and increase tourism. 
Additionally, Educational and civic challenges escalate during trying times and the arts 
serve to build connections, spur on dialogue among diverse voices and expand 
perspectives and understanding. The arts are a force for healing and key to community 
resiliency. 

• The arts are a growth economy in Alaska, contributing $3.1 billion to the state economy 
at a time when other sectors are shrinking. 

 
ACT NOW: 45 out of 60 legislators must vote in agreement to overturn any vetoes by the end 
of the fifth day of special session (Deadline: July 12). The legislature approved a budget 
that included ASCA, making a sound policy and fiscal decision to approve the $3.9 
million in combined state, federal, and private funds. Please help make the advocacy case 
for retaining this agency that, with a small state investment, gives big returns. Here are links to 
the web pages with contacts for House and Senate members.  


