
DRONE AWARENESS 



Drone Regulations UK Explained – How to fly a drone safely?

In simple terms, the regulations state that you must:

• Always keep your drone in sight so you can see and avoid other objects – you may hear this referred to as 

VLOS (Visual Line Of Sight)

• Fly below 400ft to reduce the likelihood of conflict with manned aircraft. If you are flying over hilly/undulating 

terrain, you should consider how the 400ft rule applies to your flight – see illustration below

• Follow the drone manufacturer’s instructions on every flight

• Only fly if you are satisfied that the flight can be made safely

• Not cause or permit any object to be dropped from the aircraft

Remember that legal responsibility lies with you. Failure to fly 
responsibly could lead to criminal prosecution



Drone Registration UK

• In 2018 the UK Government mandated a drone registration and education 
scheme, which was launched on the 1st October 2019 and has been a legal 
requirement under the Air Navigation Order from 30th November 2019

• Anyone operating a drone up to 25 kilograms in the UK must be registered to 
the scheme

• As part of the scheme, all drone operators are required to take an online 
foundation test

• Scheme was developed and is operated by the Civil Aviation Authority

• Users who fail to register or sit the competency tests could face fines of up to 
£1,000

Drone registration



Drone Legislation

Heathrow has invested in technology that is capable of identifying drones and their operators. Please be 
aware Under the Air Navigational Order 2016 if you breach the legislation you could face a fine, 

imprisonment or both. 

• Operating a drone in the flight restriction zone (Please see next page)

Maximum fine £2500

• Endangering An Aircraft
• Maximum custodial sentence 5 years.



Map of Flight 
Restriction Zone



For more information please visit 
www.dronesafe.uk


