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Itee Pootoogook (1951–2014), After Midnight And The Stars Are Shining, 2011, coloured pencil and graphite on black paper, 50.1 × 65 cm, Gift from the Christopher 
Bredt and Jamie Cameron Collection, McMichael Canadian Art Collection, 2018.7.32 
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March 20, 2019, Kleinburg, ON- The McMichael Canadian Art Collection is pleased to announce an 
exciting and innovative 2019–2020 season of exhibitions. Led by Chief Curator Sarah Milroy, the 
McMichael will present a variety of ground-breaking exhibitions that continue to further the gallery’s 
mandate to protect, preserve and promote the art of Canada.  
 

All dates and details are subject to change.  
  
Louie Palu: Distant Early Warning 

Dates: May 18 – September 2, 2019 

 

Louie Palu’s (b. 1968, Toronto) project documents the vestigial legacies of the Cold War and the 
increased military presence in the Arctic today. The changes in the region are exacerbated by the many 
unknowns the Arctic faces, among them the warming of the planet. Taken as a whole, this series of 
photographs examines the growing geopolitical tensions and changing life around Inuit communities in 
one of the planet’s most extreme and challenging places. 
 

Louie Palu’s work was supported by funding from the John Simon Guggenheim Memorial Foundation, National 

Geographic Magazine and Pulitzer Center. 

 

  
Itee Pootoogook: Hymns to the Silence  
Dates: June 1 – September 22, 2019 

 

The McMichael Canadian Art Collection is pleased to present a retrospective of over 80 drawings and 
ephemera by Itee Pootoogook (1951–2014) as part of an ongoing analysis of the careers of 
contemporary Inuit trailblazers. 
 

One of the key members of the third-generation of Inuit artists from Kinngait (Cape Dorset), 
Pootoogook contributed to the transformation and reshaping of the creative traditions that were 
successfully pioneered in the second half of the 20th century by members of the West Baffin Eskimo 
Cooperative at Kinngait Studios. 
 

This exhibition is curated by Dr. Nancy Campbell.  
  
Janet Nungnik 

Dates: June 8 – August 25, 2019 

 

Details to be confirmed.  
 

Maud Lewis: Paintings for Sale 

Dates: June 29, 2019 – January 5, 2020 
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One of Canada’s most beloved folk artists, Maud Lewis (1903–1970) is known for her brightly-coloured 
paintings of rural Nova Scotia. Working from her cabin on the side of a highway, she produced 
hundreds of small works that captured the rapidly-changing aspects of country life. This exhibition will 
emphasize the aesthetics of Lewis' achievement, looking carefully at her serial repetition of images and 
motifs across her career, and the dizzying variety that she brings to the problem of picture making. 
 

Into the Light: The Art of Lionel LeMoine FitzGerald 

Dates: October 12, 2019 – April 5, 2020 

 

Into the Light: The Art of Lionel LeMoine FitzGerald, is a comprehensive and diverse examination of the 
lasting impact of Lionel LeMoine FitzGerald (1890–1956), the last member to join the Group of Seven, 
and the only member to live in Western Canada. Co-curated by McMichael Chief Curator Sarah Milroy 
and Executive Director Ian A.C. Dejardin, the exhibition will present more than 200 paintings, drawings 
and prints in partnership with the Winnipeg Art Gallery.  
  
Robert Houle: Histories 

Dates: September 14, 2019 – January 26, 2020 

 

Details to be confirmed.  
 

Maria Chapdelaine 

Dates: Winter 2019 – 2020 

 

Among the treasures of the McMichael Canadian Art Collection is a group of 54 jewel-like miniatures 
by the artist Clarence Gagnon (1881–1942). Completed in the early 1930s, this group of work was 
made for what is arguably the most famous illustrated book by a Canadian artist: Maria Chapdelaine, a 
novel written by the French novelist Louis Hémon (1880–1913) and published in 1933. Due to 
conservation concerns, these artworks can now be only displayed once every three years, and the 
McMichael is pleased to announce that they will be on view in the winter of 2019.  
  
The Art of Canada: Director’s Cut 
Ongoing 

 

Ian A.C. Dejardin, Executive Director of the McMichael Canadian Art Collection, has delved deep into 
the gallery’s vaults to personally select artworks for an ongoing and ever-evolving exhibition 
showcasing the diversity of Canadian art. Dejardin promises many classic favourites, but also some that 
have been rarely seen, including works that might surprise an audience familiar with Canadian art. 
 
 
 
Media wishing to request high-resolution images of the artworks are requested to contact Sam Cheung at 
scheung@mcmichael.com or 905.893.1121 ext. 2210.  
 
About the McMichael Canadian Art Collection 

The McMichael Canadian Art Collection is an agency of the Government of Ontario and acknowledges the 
support of the Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sport, and the McMichael Canadian Art Foundation. It is the 
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foremost venue in the country showcasing the Group of Seven and their contemporaries. In addition to touring 
exhibitions, its permanent collection consists of over 6,500 artworks by Canadian artists, including paintings by 
the Group of Seven and their contemporaries, as well as First Nations, Métis and Inuit artists. The gallery is 
located on 100 acres of northern landscape and hiking trails at 10365 Islington Avenue, Kleinburg, north of Major 
Mackenzie Drive in the City of Vaughan. For more information, please visit mcmichael.com. 

*THE ART OF CANADA is an official mark of the McMichael Canadian Art Collection.  
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Media Contacts: 

Sam Cheung 
Media Relations and Communications Coordinator  
McMichael Canadian Art Collection 
905.893.1121 ext. 2210 
scheung @mcmichael.com  
 
Grace Johnstone 
Director, Communications, Marketing and Sales  
McMichael Canadian Art Collection 
905.893.1121 ext. 2265  
gjohnstone@mcmichael.com 
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