
A new era of care
A project to bring MUSC Health emergency 

care to Johns, Kiawah, and Seabrook islands



The need for emergency care in this community

• These Sea Islands are geographically isolated, more than 20 miles away from the nearest hospital.

• The community is home to a large population of seniors, who generally have a great need for both 
outpatient and emergent health care services.

• Double digit population growth is anticipated over the next five years. By 2024 there will be 
~31,000 additional 65+ residents in the service area.

• The community also has a large seasonal population of tourists, many of whom have trouble 
navigating local health care services.

• Every year life is lost or significantly compromised as a result of medical assistance not being readily 
available in the Sea Islands.

• Since 2016, the incidence of adult chronic diseases has increased.

• Growth of Emergency Department utilization has outpaced population growth in this area.

• Total trauma transports to MUSC have increased by 52% since 2016 for these residents.  
Injuries related to falls have doubled over the last two years.

Changing What’s Possible

Johns, Kiawah and Seabrook islands are located between 11 and 26 miles southwest of downtown Charleston, 
S.C. The islands are separated from the mainland by a vast network of waterways, providing them with a 
degree of relative isolation when compared to neighboring communities in Charleston County.  However, 
they have seen rapid population growth in recent years.  

This growth, along with the islands’ geographic isolation, demographics, and community health profiles, has 
created an urgent need for additional health care services in this part of the South Carolina Lowcountry.



To meet the growing need for emergency and other health care services in this community, MUSC Health is 
building a new medical facility on Johns Island in the immediate vicinity of Kiawah and Seabrook islands.

Changing What’s Possible

Looking ahead to the future

The 22,740-square-foot facility will have two components.

FREE-STANDING EMERGENCY ROOM

• Four exam rooms
• Two trauma rooms
• Fast-track triage
• Full CT scan and radiology services
• Full lab services with quick results
• Direct admission to hospital beds
• Helipad 

MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDING

• Primary care
• Specialty care
• Telehealth pods
• Onsite Lab and diagnostic treatment
• Physical and occupational therapy 

treatment rooms 



Project details

Changing What’s Possible

PROJECTED TIMELINE
(subject to modification)

Design complete:  
Construction start: 
Equipment installation: 
Licensure and opening: 
Projected cost: 

Fall 2021  
August 2022 

Summer 2023          
Fall 2023

~$24 million

LOCATION

1884 Seabrook Island Road 
Johns Island, SC  29455



Value to the community

Changing What’s Possible

The new medical facility will provide residents and visitors alike with convenient and rapid access to  
MUSC Health’s emergency care services, select outpatient services, and some of the nation’s top providers 
in primary and specialty care. 

• Access to life-saving medical care

• Enhanced access to MUSC Health’s Primary Stroke Center

• Enhanced access to its dedicated accredited Chest Pain Center

• 24/7 access to highly trained board-certified emergency physicians and a network of support
personnel, ready to respond to any health crisis

• Shorter wait times than traditional EDs

• State-of-the-art imaging and other technologies

• Convenient access to primary care and other outpatient services



Naming opportunities
Medical facility

Emergency Department waiting room

Imaging suite

Garden area

Helipad

Laboratory

Medical suite

Physical and occupational therapy room

Medical building telehealth rooms (2)

Conference room

Lobby

Staff break room

Exam rooms (4)

Trauma rooms (2)

Primary care exam rooms (5)

Primary care procedure room

Changing What’s Possible




