
 

Twin City Brewing wins the BC Ale Trail’s Best Brewery Experience Award 
The Port Alberni brewery was selected by the BC Ale Trail  
following an online nomination process in early November 

  
November 27, 2020, VICTORIA, BC – ​Twin City Brewing​ has just won the BC Ale Trail’s 
third annual Best Brewery Experience Award.  
 
Located in Port Alberni on the ​Vancouver Island Part II Ale Trail,​ Twin City Brewing opened in 
2017 and quickly developed a strong reputation for its creative beer line-up, which includes 
some popular year-round beers and a range of seasonal creations. It recently won Best in Show at 
the 2018 BC Beer Awards for Late Bloomer, a tart fruit beer brewed with hibiscus petals and 
strawberries.  
 
In addition to its beer, Twin City also has an impressive kitchen, with a menu highlighted by 
delicious hand-stretched pizzas and smoked meat sandwiches featuring different meats smoked 
on site. 
 
After finding out about the award, the brewery’s owner and brewmaster, Aaron Colyn, said, 
“Twin City Brewing exists as a collection of minds tailoring a unique Craft Brewery experience 
that is welcoming, thoughtful, and above all else, genuine. On behalf of our team, we are 
honoured and thrilled to be recognized for the experience we cultivate for our guests and for our 
community.” 
 
Twin City Brewing was selected to win the Best Brewery Experience award following an online 
nomination process in early November. The brewery received the most nominations which 
included heaps of high praise from their loyal customers. One nominator wrote, “This brewery 
took a chance on a struggling community and helped it to reimagine itself.” Several others 
identified the brewery’s exceptional response to COVID-19. Another nominator summed it up 
perfectly: “Besides having fantastic beer and an amazing food menu, the staff have done a 
wonderful job adapting during this time to make visitors feel safe while providing a consistently 
incredible experience.” Those comments helped confirm the decision to award Twin City 
Brewing with the honour.  
 
“I am very pleased that Twin City Brewing has been recognized with this award,” said Ken 
Beattie, Executive Director of the BC Craft Brewers Guild, which administers the BC Ale Trail. 
“It doesn’t surprise me as when I visited pre-COVID I was impressed by the welcoming feeling 
in the room, the beer, the food, and the staff. I know how well-managed the brewery has been 
since the day it opened. Twin City really put Port Alberni on the craft beer map here in BC. 
Cheers to Aaron Colyn and his entire team!” 
 
Another factor was how the brewery became a destination in a town many tourists tend to drive 
through on their way across Vancouver Island. Its popularity encouraged a second brewery, Dog 
Mountain Brewing, to open in Port Alberni earlier this year, with a third, Alberni Brewing, 
expected to open in 2021. 
 

 

https://twincitybrewing.ca/
https://bcaletrail.ca/ale-trails/vancouver-island-part-2/


 

“We are so thrilled to learn that Port Alberni’s Twin City Brewing is being honoured with BC 
Ale Trail’s 2020 Best Brewery Experience Award,” said the Mayor of Port Alberni, Sharie 
Minions. “Twin City combines locally crafted beer with outstanding food and exceptional 
customer service, creating a high-quality and really unique brewery experience. Their passion, 
innovation and pursuit of excellence has helped spark the growth of Port Alberni’s economy and 
has provided inspiration to other local business owners. Congratulations, Twin City Brewing!”  
 
Twin City Brewing will receive a feature blog on the BC Ale Trail site along with a custom 
digital media campaign featuring ​this video​, plus the adulation of BC’s legions of craft beer fans, 
many of whom will undoubtedly plan a trip to visit the brewery as soon as possible. While the 
pandemic is limiting our ability to travel right now, once travel restrictions are lifted, Twin City 
Brewing should go to the top of any beer lover’s bucket list of breweries to visit. In the 
meantime, you can now ​order Twin City’s beer​ for delivery via Canada Post.  
 
The 2018 Best Brewery Experience Award was won by Townsite Brewing in Powell River, and 
in 2019 the award went to Land and Sea Brewing in Comox. 
 
 ​Social media: 

● #BCAleTrail & #ExploreBC 
● Instagram:​ https://www.instagram.com/bcaletrail/ 
● Facebook:​ https://www.facebook.com/bcaletrail​   
● Twitter:​ ​https://twitter.com/BCAleTrail/   
● YouTube:​ https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKTgNmr7K3nhVoz-E2wj9wQ 
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About the BC Ale Trail 
 
In partnership with Destination British Columbia and the BC Craft Brewers Guild, the BC Ale 
Trail emphasizes how a visit to or around British Columbia is enhanced with a pint of craft beer 
culture. With an increasing preference for local craft beer in BC and growth of artisanal beer in 
North America, the BC Ale trail embraces the “buy local” movement, helps showcase 
independent breweries, and connects visitors with the unique culture at the heart of communities 
all over the province. Explore self-guided itineraries spanning 18 Ale Trails across the B.C. -- 
New experiences are brewing nearby.  
  
For more information, visit ​https://bcaletrail.ca/ 
 
Media contact: 
Lesley Chang 
Beattie Tartan  
604.603.4022 
Lesley.Chang@​beattiegroup.com 
beattietartan.com 
 
  

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/16eBiYINbr2ecgWAvLR0q0gib2rPToY_e/view?usp=sharing
https://order.twincitybrewing.ca/
https://www.instagram.com/bcaletrail/
https://www.facebook.com/bcaletrail
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCKTgNmr7K3nhVoz-E2wj9wQ
https://bcaletrail.ca/
mailto:Lesley.Chang@beattiegruop.com


 

Lesley’s Pitch Notes 
● The brewery’s name is a reference to Port Alberni’s history. Originally, there were two 

towns there called Alberni and Port Alberni, but in 1967 they amalgamated to form the 
city of Port Alberni, which is where the brewery gets its Twin City moniker. 

● Well, as background, Twin City was once named the Worst City to Live in Canada 
(​https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/03/15/canada-worst-place-live-port-alberni_n_4968
743.html​). They cheekily named a pizza "Wurst Place to Live" when they opened.  

● Also, the owner and his wife grew up in Port Alberni, moved to Nanaimo to go to 
university, and then decided to move back home to open the brewery because they felt 
they had something to offer to the community. Not sure if that is a pitch-worthy thing to 
mention. 

●  

 

https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/03/15/canada-worst-place-live-port-alberni_n_4968743.html
https://www.huffingtonpost.ca/2014/03/15/canada-worst-place-live-port-alberni_n_4968743.html

