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Dear CLA Supporters, 
Please take a moment to support libraries across the state!  Use the template below to write letters of support for CLA’s main priorities.  The 2026-2027 state budget that starts July 2026, is still being decided on, so NOW is the time to show that these library programs need to be kept and/or expanded.
The competition for state budget funding this year will be difficult, and it is important that library supporters send a very short note to the legislators listed below to show a high level of support and sense of urgency.  Letters are due April 30. 
The best letters are those that share personal stories telling why a program is so important to your library, to children, or to literacy learners.  Here is some basic information that you can use to frame your letter:

Dear (Senator) or (Assemblymember):
My name is (Name) and I am….
I would like to respectfully request your support of funding in the 2026-27 State Budget for the following issues that are so critically important to the public library community:
1) California Library Services Act – 6120-211-0001: A $3.2 million increase is requested to bring the baseline for this ongoing appropriation to $5 million. The CLSA is the collaborative loaning and lending program of the state. Funds are used for the physical transport of materials, as well as maximizing purchasing power to create the cost-effective sharing of digital resources throughout the nine regions in California.
2) English As a Second Language (ESL) Instruction – 6120-213-0001: $3 million in ongoing funds is requested to continue this essential program which assists ESL learners in developing life-changing communication and literacy skills through a program at the library. The library is a welcoming environment where learners can thrive. The funding that was previously provided for this program will expire at the end of June 2026, leaving thousands of people without service.
3) Lunch At the Library – 6120-140-000: $2.5 million in ongoing funds is requested, which would bring the baseline for this program to $5.5 million. Lunch at the Library serves hundreds of thousands of meals to children and teens during the summer months at the library or at pop-up events in conjunction with the public library. For some of our food insecure youth, this is the only meal that they will receive during the day.

[Please share an example of these funds would help your library, or please share how your library or program would be negatively impacted without the funds.]
· You can share what programs you use from the library (literacy classes, tutoring, Burlington English)
· How do these programs help you or people you know?
· What would happen if these programs were no longer available through the library?

[bookmark: _GoBack]Send your letters to:
· The Honorable David Alvarez, Chair
· Assembly Budget Subcommittee on Education Finance #3
· 1021 O Street, Suite 5320
Sacramento, CA  95814
· cc: The Honorable Jesse Gabriel, Chair, Assembly Budget Committee
· Please email Assemblymember Alvarez’s letter to: assemblymember.alvarez@assembly.ca.gov 
· And AsmBudget@asm.ca.gov   (Assemblymember Gabriel and Budget staff will receive the letter here.)
 
· The Honorable Sasha Renee Perez, Chair
· Senate Budget Subcommittee on Education Finance #1
· 1021 O Street, Suite 6720
Sacramento, CA.   95814
· cc: The Honorable John Laird, Chair, Senate Budget Committee
· Please email Senator Perez’s letter to: senator.perez@senate.ca.gov 
· And SBUD.Committee@senate.ca.gov (Senator Laird and Budget staff will receive the letter here.)

Thank you,



Anthony S. Chow, PhD
CLA President
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