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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH: A COMMUNITY OF GRACE 

THE GOOD NEWS 

For Epiphanytide beginning January 24, 2021  

WORSHIP 
Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/95075914700.  Meeting will be opened at 9:30 for participants in the service 

(lectors, clergy, etc.); meeting will be open at 9:50 for parishioners to watch on Zoom. Meeting will be 
locked at 10:00.   Worship will also be streamed on our Website, on Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/saintmarksepiscopalparishupland/posts/3742246062509384  
and on YouTube https://youtu.be/0ixf3583a8o .  

On Videos & Zoom 
It is nice to see everyone’s face during worship. It is true that having one’s video on a whole hour 
may be fatiguing. Zoom participants are asked to be aware of their picture/text on their Zoom 
Personal Profile which will appear when their video is turned off. Please know that participants may 
turn off their video when not speaking. However, please turn on video when appropriate such as for 
the Peace.  

A Word on the Sunday Livestreaming Zoom Worship Experiment 
Since the beginning of quarantine, St. Mark’s has used Zoom for mid-week services - mostly because 
of its accessibility to a wide range of devices and technical expertise. (And it lets us see each other’s 
faces in real time.) As you know, Zoom is a conferencing application made for presentations and 
meetings, not Episcopal worship. So, unfortunately, audio is underwhelming with anything other than 
a solo speaker with a good microphone. Mute/Unmute becomes an important skill to know. And 
lagging is an issue especially with rich complex videos.   

If you decide to join us on Zoom, we thank you for coming early – earlier than for our other in-spirit or 
in-person services. Because we can only live stream from the meeting room and not a breakout 
room, a late entrant cannot be properly welcomed and ushered in from the back. There is no back - 
there is only front. Also thank you for learning how to mute/unmute yourself for the service. And going 
forward, only the designated reader will be heard – others are asked to Mute themselves – so that 
one voice can be clearly understood. Readers are asked to use their best microphone and be 
sensitive to background noise. 

And because everyone is essentially up front and in the virtual sanctuary, please treat your 
background like the altar. Think like a member of the Altar, Flower, and Liturgical Arts Guilds. If Ann, 
Kathy, Christy, or Canon Serena would not approve of a decoration, then please reconsider it. 
Otherwise, let the Way of Love be your guide. 

Your feedback is welcome. Please know that we are learning from our mistakes. And there is plenty 
of room for growth. The Zoom experiment was initiated to give the music and digital ministries a break 
over the Christmas and New Year break. We will re-evaluate at the end of the month. Thank you for 
trying something different for a little while. 

In-Spirit Worship Readers  
Our schedule has moved to our website, www.stmarks-upland.org.  Please check the schedule and 
use the readings and psalms on the lectionary pages found here.  

https://zoom.us/j/95075914700
https://www.facebook.com/saintmarksepiscopalparishupland/posts/3742246062509384
https://youtu.be/0ixf3583a8o
http://www.stmarks-upland.org/
https://www.stmarks-upland.org/calendar/lectors-resources/
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Watch Last Sunday’s Service on YouTube:   
Please subscribe to the St. Mark’s YouTube page so that we can have access to more editing tools 
from YouTube.  Many thanks to Landon Abernathy. 

Check-In, Bible Study & Prayer  
Join us Monday through Thursday from 9:00 AM to 9:40AM am for Prayer and Bible Study - prayer 
sheets available on the website: https://www.stmarks-upland.org/morning-prayer/   Meeting ID: 937 
8054 5256 https://zoom.us/j/93780545256 

Wednesday Evening Taizé Services at 7:30 pm Taizé 
Worship, Wednesday, at 7:30 pm on Zoom - join via computer, tablet, or smartphone with this link: 
https://zoom.us/j/98723305020?pwd=U1NFY0JIOFJML2pMenVheUdTQlBaQT09  
Meeting ID: 987 2330 5020.  Password: taize 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Annual Meeting Reports Due 
We are beginning preparations for the Annual Meeting.  If your group or committee has a report to 
be included in the Annual Report, please submit your report to parishadmin@stmarks-upland.org.   

  Dean Billman          Carol Morgan  Marcia Godwin        Sharon Muehlbacher     Kimberly Cortner            Kathy Walker 

Vestry Candidates and Diocesan Convention Delegates 

Prior to our Annual Meeting it is customary to announce the candidates for vestry positions and the 
delegates to convention.  This year’s candidates are Dean Billman, Marcia Godwin, Carol Morgan, 
and Sharon Muehlbacher.  Lay Delegates to Diocesan Convention are Kathy Walker, Kimberly 
Cortner, and Carol Morgan.  Biographies are available on our website, to access them, click here. 

Altar Guild News 
The altar guild is looking for members to assist in set up and clean up for services, once we return to in 
person worship.  The guild is responsible for changing the altar seasonally, as well as preparing the 
elements for Eucharist on Sunday and clearing the altar after services.  The guild welcomes all who 
would like to learn more about the “behind the scenes” workings of our services.  For more 
information or to volunteer, please contact Ann Porter or Kathy Walker at altarguild@stmarks-
upland.org. 

STEWARDSHIP 

2021 Stewardship Pledge Drive Update  
As of 01/15/20 St. Mark's has received 75 pledges for 2021 totaling $231,704.  Out of that the Pledges 
to the Operating (General) Fund total $210,224 and pledges to the Building Fund total $18,760.  Thank 
you to everyone who has made a pledge for 2021.  It is not too late to make a pledge; cards are 
available in the church office. Please remember that you may adjust your pledge at any time. 

  

https://www.stmarks-upland.org/morning-prayer/
https://zoom.us/j/93780545256
https://zoom.us/j/98723305020?pwd=U1NFY0JIOFJML2pMenVheUdTQlBaQT09
mailto:parishadmin@stmarks-upland.org
https://www.stmarks-upland.org/wp-content/uploads/2021-Vestry-Candidates.pdf
mailto:altarguild@stmarks-upland.org
mailto:altarguild@stmarks-upland.org
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Your Contributions Make a Difference, Thank You! 
Please send pledges or donations to St. Mark's Episcopal Church, 330 E. 16th Street, Upland, CA 
91784.  You may wish to set up automatic “bill pay” or “online banking” through your financial 
institution.  Or you may make your donation through PayPal.  Donations are being accepted through 
our email address, contributions@stmarks-upland.org.  

Donate through Amazon Smile®  
Support St. Mark’s every time you shop on Amazon. Sign up here: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-
2074628. Each time you shop you will automatically designate a portion of your total will go to Saint 
Mark’s to assist with our programs.  

OUTREACH 

Thank you for your support for Foothill Family Shelter, TOUCH, and Haiti. Obviously, support and 
donations are welcome throughout the year. To begin the New Year, I want to recognize another 
type of Outreach—The Daughters of the King. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, their mission as 
Daughters is to know Jesus Christ, to make Him known to others, and to reflect God’s love throughout 
the world. The Daughters’ recent outreach projects, have included making hygiene bags for Laundry 
Love and TOUCH clients, donating Thanksgiving baskets and clothing for the Foothill Family Shelter 
Family 2 Family Christmas gifts. They are now working to support the founding of a Daughters chapter 
at our partner Parish of St. Andre’s in Haiti. Perhaps their most important ministry, though, is praying for 
everyone on the St. Mark's Prayer List. This a daunting challenge, especially during this difficult time. 
Please support them with your prayers. You may submit your prayer request to prayer@stmarks-
upland.org. 
 Kay Alexander, Sr. Warden 

Blood Drive, Tuesday February 2, 2021 
St. Mark's will be hosting a blood drive on Tuesday, Feb. 2, 2021. It will be held in the Parish Hall from 
10am to 4pm. Sign-ups, American Red Cross website, redcrossblood.org, in the search "stmarks". All 
set up will be conducted by Red Cross personal and all protocols will be in place. Face masks 
required.  If you need help signing up contact Dale Biggs, Program Leader.  Volunteer's needed at 
the door to help sign people in on our Self Screening forms.  
Dale Biggs bandg@stmarks-upland.org 

We are Praying for You – The Daughters of the King 
Please send your prayer requests to prayer@stmarks-upland.org.  Or contact the clergy or a member 
of the Daughters of the King who pray both daily individually and together every Sunday before the 
morning service. 

One Body & One Spirit Emergency Appeal 
Join us in giving generously to the One Body & One Spirit Emergency Appeal to help our 
congregations and ministries most at risk during this crisis.  The mailing address for checks made 
payable to “Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles” is: Bishop John Harvey Taylor c/o the Rev. Michele 
Racusin, CFO; 840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90026.  

YOUTH 
Choristers 
Children in grades 3-6, are invited to join Choristers on Tuesday afternoons at 4PM via Zoom for a half 
hour.   If you have a young singer who would like to participate, please email me at music@stmarks-
upland.org for the link.  God bless everyone, 
Blane Abernathy, Organist and Director of Music 

Youth Group News  
During our time away, we have been meeting online using Zoom and in messages.  We are currently 
meeting via Zoom, please check your messages for dates and times.  If you would like to be added 

https://www.paypal.com/us/signin
mailto:contributions@stmarks-upland.org
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2074628
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/95-2074628
mailto:prayer@stmarks-upland.org
mailto:prayer@stmarks-upland.org
mailto:bandg@stmarks-upland.org
mailto:prayer@stmarks-upland.org
mailto:music@stmarks-upland.org
mailto:music@stmarks-upland.org
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to the group, please message Rob Garretson at youth@stmarks-upland.org.  Also, please note that all 
our in-person activities with other groups are on hold until further notice.  Thanks, and stay safe and 
healthy,  Rob Garretson ��� Director of Youth Ministries  

SPIRITUAL GROWTH & FELLOWSHIP 

New copies of Forward Day by Day available 
The February-April edition of the Forward Day by Day is available in the church office.  Please 
contact Natalie if you would like to stop by and pick one up.  Contact Sharon Muehlbacher if you 
need to have your copy delivered.  
 
"From Many, One: Conversations Across Difference” 
Starting January 18 (Martin Luther King Jr. Day), The Episcopal Church launches "From Many, One: 
Conversations Across Difference,” a campaign urging Episcopalians and our neighbors to engage in 
the spiritual practice of listening and honest conversation across the many differences that separate 
us, starting with four simple questions:  
1. What do you love? 2. What have you lost? 3. Where does it hurt? 4. What do you dream?  
Read more: https://tinyurl.com/yyjdl98t In Spanish here: https://tinyurl.com/y4v4ee9o 

Tell Me Something Good, a new web series from The Episcopal Church 
Episode 5 now available!  Tell Me Something Good, a new web series from The Episcopal Church, 
highlights positive stories from around the church through conversations with a variety of guests. New 
episodes of Tell Me Something Good will be released every two weeks. Episodes 1-5 are available for 
viewing on The Episcopal Church website here, on Facebook here, and on Instagram TV, 
@theepiscopalchurch. 

Celebrating Birthdays, Anniversaries and Other Life Hallmarks due by the 25th 
Are you celebrating a birthday or anniversary next month? Please let us know and send a photo by 
the 25th of the month before your celebration month.  The visual celebration will be on the first 
Sunday of the month.  Send to “blessings@stmarks-upland.org.”  

St. Mark’s Book Club meets Third Saturdays from 10 to 12 noon 
The St. Mark’s Book Club will be gathering on the third Saturday of the month from 10-12 noon.  
Please contact any member or Sue Andrews, Coordinator, at BookClub@stmarks-upland.org for 
more information.  

Women’s Prayer Breakfast Meets Fridays at 11am 
The women's prayer breakfast meets every Friday at 11 am via Zoom.  All women are invited to join 
us.  Please contact Kathryn Barbour at womensprayerbreakfast@stmarks-upland.org  

Pinochle Group meeting Wednesdays 9am to 12noon 
Want to know how to play cards via zoom?  Join the Pinochle group.  They now play on Wednesdays 
from 9am to 12 noon.  For more information, please contact Chris Watson at stpeter@stmarks-
upland.org. 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Parish: A Community of Grace 
OUR MISSION STATEMENT  

We embrace Christ at the center of our lives, sharing the Gospel with all people and loving ourselves and each other as Christ loves us 
E-mail: parishadmin@stmarks-upland.org  

Web: www.stmarks-upland.org 
 

Facebook: Saint Mark’s Episcopal Parish Upland, CA 
Instagram: @stmarksupland 

YouTube: Saint Mark's Episcopal Church Upland, CA 
330 E. 16th St., Upland, CA 91784 + (909) 920-5565 

mailto:youth@stmarks-upland.org
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=262795db08&e=fe0d3a8ade
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=0f2c21469f&e=fe0d3a8ade
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=0e539c3aa3&e=fe0d3a8ade
https://episcopalchurch.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9a7ef179469128dbcd83a2931&id=26b0403315&e=fe0d3a8ade
mailto:BookClub@stmarks-upland.org
mailto:womensprayerbreakfast@stmarks-upland.org
mailto:stpeter@stmarks-upland.org
mailto:stpeter@stmarks-upland.org
mailto:parishadmin@stmarks-upland.org
http://www.stmarks-upland.org/
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