
 

 

The Annual Rockland-Westchester  
Adult Immunization Coalition Meeting 

October 17, 2019 
DoubleTree, Tarrytown, NY 

 
Agenda 

Handouts, if provided, are located on the NYSACHO website www.nysacho.org  
 
 

8:00  Registration/Coffee/Tea 
  Visit the Vaccine Manufacturer Displays 
  
8:30  Welcome 
  Kevin Smith, BSN, RN – Moderator  
  Immunization Action Program Coordinator 
  Westchester County Department of Health 
   
8:35  Opening Remarks 
 Renee Recchia, MPH 

Acting Deputy Commissioner for Administration/ 
Assistant Commissioner for Planning and Evaluation  

 Westchester County Department of Health 
 
 Celeste Johnson  
 Metropolitan Area Regional Office 
 New York State Department of Health  
  
8:45 Combating Vaccine Hesitancy in the Orthodox Jewish Population 
  Shoshana Bernstein  
  Author, Tzim Gezint/Advisory Board Member, EMES Initiative  
 
9:30  NYSDOH Adult Immunization Update 
  Sarah Hershey, RN, BSN 
  Adult and Adolescent Immunization Coordinator 

New York State Department of Health, Bureau of Immunization  
 
10:30   CDC Immunization Update 
  Mark S. Freedman, DVM, MPH, DACVPM 

Centers for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases 
        
11:30 Morning Q & A  
 
12:00  Lunch 
  Visit the Vaccine Manufacturer Displays 
 



 

 

1:00  Rockland and Westchester County Measles Updates 
 Patricia Schnabel Ruppert, DO, MPH, CPE, DABFM, FAAFP 
 Commissioner of Health, Rockland County Health Department  
 
 Lori Smittle, DNP, RN, APHN-BC 
 SPHN,  Westchester County Department of Health 
 
 Tobi R. Levin, PhD, MPH, CHES 
 Epidemiologist, Westchester County Department of Health 
 
2:30  IPRO’s Quality Payment Program 
  Thomas P. Lemme, PA-C, MA, MBA  
  Project Manager, IPRO 
       
3:30  Closing Remarks 
 Patricia Schnabel Ruppert, DO, MPH, CPE, DABFM, FAAFP  
 Commissioner of Health 
 Rockland County Health Department  
 

This program is hosted by the New York State Association of County Health Officials (NYSACHO), the 
Westchester County Department of Health, and the Rockland County Department of Health, co-provided 
by the New York State Department of Health, Bureau of Immunization and coordinated by the University 
at Albany School of Public Health. 
 
Funding for this meeting was made possible (in part) by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.  The views expressed in written meeting materials or publications and by speakers and 
moderators do not necessarily reflect the official policies of the U.S. Department of Health and Human 
Services, nor does the mention of trade names, commercial practices or organizations imply 
endorsement by the U.S. government. 

 
Meeting Objectives 

1. Attendees will describe strategies to implement the Standards for Adult Immunization Practice. 
2. Attendees will describe the benefits of utilizing the New York State Immunization Information 

System (NYSIIS) for your practice and your patients. 
3. Attendees will be able to describe recommend vaccinations according to the ACIP adult 

immunization schedule. 
4. Attendees will be able to identify indications, contraindications, and precautions to vaccination. 
5. Attendees will be able to describe strategies for measles control measures and for enforcement of 

DOH mandates for immunizations. 
6. Attendees will be able to identify the cultural sensitivities which lead to educational challenges with 

the Orthodox Jewish Population. 
7. Attendees will be able to explain the specific language and means necessary to effectively 

communicate vaccination education with the Orthodox Jewish Population. 
8. Attendees will describe at least 1 adult immunization related QPP Quality measure and promoting 

interoperability measures. 
9. Attendees will describe at least 1 strategy for encouraging clinicians to report applicable QPP 

measures to NYSIIS. 
 
  



 

 

Continuing Education Credits 
Continuing education credits are available for this meeting. You are only able to receive credits 
commensurate with your participation.  Certificates of completion will be given out at the registration table. 
  
Continuing Medical Education Credits  
The School of Public Health, University at Albany is accredited by the Medical Society of the State of New 
York (MSSNY) to provide continuing medical education for physicians. 
 
The School of Public Health, University at Albany designates this live activity for a maximum of 5.25 AMA 
PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.  
 
Continuing Nurse Education Contact Hours 
The University at Albany School of Public Health is an Approved Provider of continuing nurse education by 
the Northeast Multi-State Division, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation.  
 
This offering is approved for 5.25 nursing contact hour(s). 
 
Certified Health Education Specialist Contact Hours 
Sponsored by the School of Public Health, University and Albany, SUNY, a designated provider of 
continuing education contact hours (CECH) in health education by the National Commission for Health 
Education Credentialing, Inc. This program is designated for Certified Health Education Specialists 
(CHES®) and/or Master Certified Health Education Specialists (MCHES®) to receive up to 5.25 total 
Category I contact education contact hours. Maximum advanced-level continuing education contact hours 
available are 0. 
 
Certified in Public Health 
This event is sponsored by School of Public Health, University at Albany, an approved provider of CPH 
Renewal Credits by the National Board of Public Health Examiners.     
 
This offering is approved for 5.25 Certified in Public Health Renewal Credit(s). 
  
 

Disclosure Statement 
The School of Public Health, University at Albany relies upon planners and faculty participants in its 
CE activities to provide educational information that is objective and free of bias. In this spirit and in 
accordance with the commercial support guidelines, all speakers and planners for CE activities 
must disclose any relevant financial relationships with commercial interests whose products, 
devices or services may be discussed in the content of a CE activity, that might be perceived as a 
real or apparent conflict of interest. 
 
The planners and the faculty participants do not have any financial arrangements or affiliations with 
any commercial entities whose products, research or services may be discussed in these materials, 
with the exception of: 

 Sarah Hershey, RN, BSN, spouse owns stock in Bristol Meyers Squibb. 
 None of the other planners and presenters have any relevant financial relationships 

to disclose. 
 

No commercial funding has been accepted for the activity. 


