December 28, 2025
15t Sunday after Christmas
Dollars for Deacons Offering

Interim Pastor: Rev. Frank Yates
Liturgist: Adam Pitts
Psalmist: Cyndi Pitts
Greeter: Ginger Wall
Ushers: Leah & Pat Gerlach, Crystal Hughes, Michael Hughes
Flowers: Given by Joan Roschevitz in memory of her husband, Larry
Early Morning Security: Pat Gerlach
December Sanctuary Stewards: Birgitta Gustafson and Camise Kettner
January Sanctuary Stewards: Ginny O'Neill and Scott Roberts
Director of Music: Nancy Leffler
Accompanist: Nathan Secrest



Rio Rancho Presbyterian Church
Gathering Music Gavotte - by J. S. Bach
Welcome & Announcements, including prayer concerns
Passing of the Peace
Pastor: The Lord be with you

People: And also with you.
Pastor: Let us share Christ’s peace with each other.

Introit In Excelsis Gloria! Chancel Choir
Prelude O Dearest Jesu Op. 122 No. 2
Call to Worship Adam Pitts

Leader: Praise the Lord! Sing to the Lord a new song in the
assembly of the faithful.

People: Let Israel be glad in her Maker; let the children of Zion
rejoice!

Leader: For the Lord takes pleasure in his people so let the
faithful exult.

People: Let the people make melody to God with tambourine
and lyre.

All: Let the high praise of God be in our song.

*Hymn #108 Of the Father’s Love Begotten



Call to Confession Adam Pitts

Prayer of Confession (unison):
All: God of grace and truth,

in Jesus Christ you came among us
as light shining in darkness.
We confess that we have not welcomed the light,
or trusted good news to be good.
We have closed our eyes to glory in our midst,
expecting little, and hoping for less.

Forgive our doubt, and renew our hope,
so that we may receive the fullness of your grace,
and live in the truth of Christ the Lord.
Lord, hear our silent prayer.
Silent Prayer
Choir Response: Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us
Assurance of Forgiveness Adam Pitts
*Hymn #581 Glory be to the Father/Gloria Patri

Prayer for lllumination Adam Pitts

Reading from the New Testament: Hebrews 2: 10-18 Adam Pitts
(This can be found on p. 1090 of your pew Bible.)



Reading from the Psalter Psalm 148 Cyndi Pitts
(This can be found on p. 571 of your pew Bible.)

Anthem All Is Well Chancel Choir

Reading from the Gospel: Matthew 2: 13-23
(This can be found on p. 878 of your pew Bible.)

Sermon Dreams and Visions Rev. Frank Yates
*Hymn #123 It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

Choral Call to Prayer Hear Our Prayer, O Lord
(Please join the choir as we sing this together.)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Call for the Offering Adam Pitts

Offertory

*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people
here below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God whom
we adore. Amen.

Prayer of Dedication Adam Pitts

*Sending Song #113: Angels We Have Heard on High



Charge and Benediction
Choral Benediction: Go Now in Love and Peace
Postlude Joy to the World - by Janet Vogt

Thank you for worshipping with us!

Rio Rancho Preshbyterian Church
1004 24 Street SE, Rio Rancho
info@rrpchurch.org | (505) 892.6664

*Please stand as you are comfortable Music: One License #A-736655
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Of the Father’s Love Begotten 103
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1 Of the Fa-ther’s love be - got - ten, ere the worlds be - gan
2 By his Word was all cre - at - ed; he com-mand-ed; it
3 0, that birth for - ev - er bless - ed when the Vir - gin, full
4 This is he whom seers in old time chant-ed of with one
50 ye heights of heaven, a - dore him. An -gel hosts, his prais -
6 Christ, to thee with God the Fa - ther, and, O Ho -ly Ghost,
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of grace, by the Ho -ly Ghost con - ceiv - ing, bore the
ac - cord, whom the voic-es of the proph - ets prom-ised
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verse of  three in one, all that sees the moon’s soft
Sav - ior of our race, and the babe, the world’s Re -
in their faith - ful word. Now he shines, the long - ex -
tol our God and King. Let no tongue on earth be
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have been, and that fu - ture years shall see,
shin - ing, all that breathes be - neath the sun,
deem - er, first re - vealed his sa - cred face,
pect - ed. Let cre - a - tion praise its Lord,
si - lent; ev - ery voice n con - cert ring,
min - jon, and e - ter - nal vic - to - 1}
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Seldom has the wonder of the Incarnation been exp

when the Apostles’ and Nicene Creeds were being codifie

It is set here to a plainchant melody from the late Middle Ages.

ressed so beautifully as in this text, created in the era
d and mindful of similar theological affirmations.

TEXT: Aurelius Clemens Prudentius, 5th cent.;

trans. John Mason Neale, 1854, alt., and Henry Williams Baker, 1859, alt.

MUSIC: Plainsong, Mode V; harm. C. Winfred Douglas, 1940
Music Harm. © 1943, 1961, 1985 Church Pension Fund

DIVINUM MYSTERIUM
8.7.8.7.8.7.7



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

123 1t Came Upon the Midnight Clear
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1 It came up-on the mid-night clear, that glo-rious song of old,

2 Still through the clo - ven skies they come, with peace-ful wings un - furled,
3 Yet with the woes of sin and strife the world has suf-fered long;
4 And you, be-neath life’s crush-ing load, whose forms are bend-ing low,

5 For lo, the days are has-tening on, by proph-ets seen of old,
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from an-gels bend - ing near the earth, to touch their harps of gold:

and still their heaven-ly mu - sic floats o’er all the wea - ry world:
be - neath the heaven-ly hymn have rolled two thou-sand years of =~ wrong;

who toil a-long the climb-ing way with pain - ful steps and slow,
when with the ev - er - cir-cling years shall come the time fore - told,
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“Peace on the earth, good will to all, from heaven’s all-gra-cious King”:

a - bove its sad and low - ly plains they bend on hov-ering wing,
and we at war on earth hear not the tid - ings that they bring;
look now, for glad and gold-en hours come swift-ly on the wing:
when peace shallo - ver all the earth its an - cient splen-dors fling,
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The “it” of the first line of this text by a Unitarian minister does not refer to the birth of Jesus, but to “that
glorious song of old,” the angelic tidings of peace on earth. The restored third stanza laments how often the
noise of human strife has obscured that message.

TEXT: Edmund Hamilton Sears, 1849, alt. CAROL

MUSIC: Richard Storrs Willis, 1850 CMD
(alternate tune: NOEL)



JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH
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the world in sol - emn still-ness lay, to hear the an - gels sing.

and ev - er oer its Ba-bel sounds the bless-ed an - gels sing.

O, hush the noise and cease the strife to hear the an - gels sing!

O, rest be-side the wea-ry road, and hear the an - gels sing.

and the whole world give back the song which now the an - gels sing.
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JESUS CHRIST: BIRTH

113 Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-ly sing-ing o'er the plains,
2 Shep-herds, why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy -ous strains pro -long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birththe an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re -ply ech - o-ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some ti - dings be which in-spire your heaven-ly song?
come, a - dore on bend - ed knee Christ, the Lord, the new - born King.
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This French carol probably dates from the 1700s, though it was not printed until the following century.
Because it uses a vernacular language for the narrative stanzas and Latin for the refrain, it belongs to a
special category called “macaronic” or mixed-language texts.

TEXT: French carol; trans. James Chadwick, 1860, alt. GLORIA
MUSIC: French carol; arr. Edward Shippen Barnes, 1937 7.7.7.7 with refrain
Music © 1937, ren. 1965 H. Augustine Smith Jr.

(admin. Fleming H. Revell Company, a div. of Baker Publishing Group)
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