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Rio Rancho Presbyterian Church 
 
Prelude  I Am His and He Is Mine 
    
Welcome & Words of Gathering (from the Prophet Joel) 
 
Call to Worship       Birgitta Gustafson 
Leader: We gather in the dimness of evening 
People:  to be with the God who brightens the shadows of 
 our lives. 
Leader:  We gather in the quiet of this place, 
People:  to be with Jesus, knowing that nothing past,  
 present, or future separates us. 
Leader:  We gather to be marked as disciples, 
People:  to be fed for the journey through Lent, to be 

sealed by the Spirit as God’s own. 
 

*Hymn #675   All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 
 
Call to Confession       Birgitta Gustafson  
 
Prayer of Confession (unison):  
All:  We have trouble telling the truth, God of broken hearts,    

yet we must admit on this night how we have trouble being 
your people.  We may not trample the poor, but we 
sometimes walk right past them.   
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We don’t receive bribes, but we are more privileged than 
many around us.  We trust more in ourselves than in you, 
and spend far too much time patting ourselves on the back, 
rather than holding out a hand to others. 
    Where can we go for forgiveness but to you, God of the 
ashes?  When we are greedy, you promise to be gracious. 
When we have trouble confronting injustice, you stand at 
our side. When we struggle to seek good, you point us to 
Jesus, our Brother, our Savior, who shows us how to turn  
our back on evil to follow him. Hear now our silent prayers. 

 
Silent Prayer     
 
Assurance of Forgiveness         
Leader: God refuses to stand far off, but comes close to us – to 
hear our prayers, to touch our hearts with forgiveness, and to 
walk with us during this holy season and beyond. 
People: We have no need to go anyplace else, but into the 
comforting and restoring heart of the One who loves us.    
Thanks be to God.  We are forgiven.  Amen. 

 
Musical Interlude Let Us Keep the Feast  
 
Reading from the Psalter      Psalm 139: 7-12   

(This can be found on p. 566 of your pew Bible.) 
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Special Music      By Our Love     - sung by Anne Kinney 
 
Reading from the Gospel: Luke 18: 9-14 

(This can be found on p. 955-956 of your pew Bible.) 
Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God.  

 
Meditation  Honest to God    Rev. Frank Yates  
 
*Hymn #433  Sign Us With Ashes (verses 1-3) 
 
Imposition of Ashes 

As part of tonight’s worship, the imposition of ashes will be offered. 
This practice may not be familiar to everyone. Ashes have been used in 
Christian churches to mark the beginning of Lent since at least the 10th 
Century, and ashes are mentioned in scripture as a symbol of purification 
and repentance. We offer the imposition of ashes tonight as a physical 
reminder of our mortality and sin; an assurance of God’s forgiveness and 
salvation.  

(Worshipers may come forward to receive the mark of the cross on 
their foreheads or the back of the hands. The ashes are from the 
palms of Palm Sunday.) 

 
Meditative Music Meditation on “Erhalt Uns, Herr” 
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Unison Prayer       Birgitta Gustafson 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, that we 
may show forth your glory in the world. By the cross and passion 
of our Savior, bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s 
resurrection. Amen. 

 
*Hymn #836:   Abide With Me 

  
Charge and Benediction 
 
Postlude   Redeeming Love     
 
 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this evening! 
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