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Order of Service 
December 8, 2024 

 
Gathering Music    
Prayer Concerns 
Welcome and Announcements 
Introit           Blessed Be the God of Israel 
Prelude  
 
Advent Candle-Lighting  Camise and Bob Kettner 
Congregational response (unison):   
Come, let us walk in the light of the LORD! 
Choral Response       Light Two Candles to Watch for Messiah 
CALL TO WORSHIP     
Leader: In this season of bumper-to-bumper stress, 
with life more crowded than the stores, 
People: God welcomes us to a feast of faithfulness, 
where we may sit in peace and gentleness. 
Leader: In these times of rancorous rants and snide 
remarks, with people too busy to offer words of 
compassion… 
People:  Jesus whispers of hope for broken hearts, 
sings carols of justice for all the outsiders. 



Leader:  In these days of more and more time spent with 
devices, and fewer moments with those who could touch us 
with joy, 
People:  the Spirit embraces us with peace that 
comforts, loves us with a passion beyond our 
imaginings.  

Hymn:  My Soul Cries Out With a Joyful Shout  
#100 Glory to God 

Call to Confession 
Prayer of Confession (unison) 
God of goodness, we must confess that we have not 
lived as your children.  We muddy the clear waters of 
baptism with the debris from walking over those we 
claim we love.  We sit in our lonely lives feasting on 
bitterness, when we could be feasting with those we 
are told not to trust.  We wait for all our desires to be 
taken care of by you, while you hope we would fill the 
lives of others with your grace and hope.  
Forgive us, God of this holy season, and help us to be as 
willing to draw near to others, so we might heal their 
brokenness, touch their loneliness, embrace their grief, 
and love them as you did when you came to us so long 



ago, as well as in these moments, in Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior… 

Hear now our silent prayers… 
 
Silent Prayer 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
Glory Be to the Father / Gloria Patri          #581 Glory to God 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
 
Reading from the Gospels     Mark 1: 1-8     p. 910, pew Bible 
 
Reading from the Psalter  Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13  

p. 532, pew Bible 
 
The Word Proclaimed in Music       Awaken Us, O Lord 
 
Reading from the Prophets    Isaiah  40:1-11  

pp. 653-54, pew Bible 
 
Sermon   Comforting the Uncomfortable  

Rev. Margaret Crowl 
 
Hymn:       Comfort, Comfort Now My People  

#87 Glory to God 



Prayers of the People 
 
Call for the Offering 
 
Offertory  Sussex Carol     Lea Manuel & Jennifer Hall 
Sung Response:  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Christ, all people here below; praise Holy Spirit 
evermore; praise Triune God whom we adore.  Amen.  
(Doxology, #607 Glory to God) 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
Sending Song:        People Look East          #105 Glory to God 
 
Benediction  
 
Benediction Response      Glory to God in the Highest 
 
Postlude 
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