
 
 
 

August 16, 2026 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Frank Yates 
Liturgist: Denise Baker 
Psalmist: Thom Hinks 

Greeter: Helen Huntley & Lisa Wengerd  
Ushers: Liz & Mike Bushma, Sharon Glass, Betty Jarous 

Early Morning Security: Bill Cox 
August Sanctuary Stewards: Birgitta Gustafson & Karen Williams 

Director of Music: Nancy Leffler  
Accompanist: Nathan Secrest 
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Rio Rancho Presbyterian Church 
 
Gathering Music               Harp played by Lea Manuel  
   By Your Side       - by Anne Crosby Gaudet 
   Ocean Stones      - by Anne Crosby Gaudet  
    
Welcome & Announcements, including prayer concerns 
  
Passing of the Peace  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Let us share Christ’s peace with each other. 
 
Prelude  I Stand Amazed in the Presence - by Marc Jordan 
 
Call to Worship (from Psalm 133)            Denise Baker 
Leader: How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live 

together in unity. 
People:  It is like the precious oil on the head, running down 

upon the beard of Aaron. 
Leader: It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the  

mountains of Zion. 
People:  For there the Lord ordained his blessing, life 

forevermore. 
All:  So let us sing the praises of our Lord and God. 
 
*Hymn #12   Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
 
Call to Confession                 Denise Baker 
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Prayer of Confession (unison):                  Denise Baker 
All: Merciful God, in your gracious presence we confess our sin 

and the sin of this world. Although Christ is among us as our 
peace, we are a people divided against ourselves as we cling 
to the values of a broken world. The profit and pleasures we 
pursue lay waste the land and pollute the seas. The fears 
and jealousies that we harbor set neighbor against neighbor 
and nation against nation. We abuse your good gifts of 
imagination and freedom, of intellect and reason, and have 
turned them into bonds of oppression. 
Lord, have mercy upon us; heal and forgive us. Set us free to 
serve you in the world as agents of your reconciling love in 
Jesus Christ. Hear now, our silent prayers. 
 

Silent Prayer     
 
Response  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us 

Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Assurance of Pardon             Denise Baker  
 
Hymn #581  Glory be to the Father/Gloria Patri   
 
Prayer for Illumination               Denise Baker 
 
Reading from the Gospel: Matthew 15: 21-28       Denise Baker       
   (This can be found on p. 893 of your pew Bible.)    

All:   Thanks be to God. 
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Reading from the Psalter:  Psalm 67     Thom Hinks 
 (This can be found on p. 518 of your pew Bible.) 
 
Word Through Music    Praise God   Summer Pickup Choir 
 
Reading from the New Testament: Romans 11: 1-2a, 29-32  
(This can be found on p. 1032-1033 of your pew Bible.) Rev. Frank Yates 

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon   A Great Mystery    Rev. Frank Yates 
 
*Hymn #816  If Thou But Trust in God to Guide Thee 
 
Call to Prayer  Hear Our Prayer, O Lord 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
Incline thine ear to us; and grant us thy peace. 

 
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call for the Offering                  Denise Baker  
 
Offertory            - Harp played by Lea Manuel 
        
*Doxology     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people 
here below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God whom 
we adore. Amen. 
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Prayer of Dedication                  Denise Baker 
 
*Sending Song 620:   Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven 

  
Charge and Benediction 
       
Benediction Response My Peace        

My peace I give unto you. 
It’s a peace that the world cannot give. 

It’s a peace that the world cannot understand. 
Peace to know, peace to live. My peace I give unto you. 

 
Postlude  Toccata in C Minor         - by Leonardo Leo  

 
Thank you for worshipping with us! 

 
 
 

*Please stand as you are comfortable.      Music:  One License #A-736655 
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