
 
The Parable of Raising Teenagers 

 
 

September 27, 2026 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 

Book Drive and Cuba Partner Dedication 
 
 

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Deborah Huggins 
Liturgist: Nancy Shambach 

Psalmist: Bill Cox 
Greeters: Liz Bushma & Ginger Wall 

Ushers: Pat Gerlach, Victoria Flick, Steve Sproul, Joy Sternberg 
Flowers: Given in honor of Cyndi & Tom Pitts’ 30th Anniversary! 

Early Morning Security: Pat Gerlach 
September Sanctuary Stewards: Sharon Hovey & Hazel Lathrop 

Director of Music: Nancy Leffler  
Accompanist: Nathan Secrest 
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Rio Rancho Presbyterian Church 

 
Gathering Music His Eye is On the Sparrow    – Robert Hughes 
 
Welcome & Announcements, including prayer concerns 
  
Children’s Sermon 
 
Passing of the Peace  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Let us share Christ’s peace with each other. 
 
Introit    Channels Only        Chancel Choir 
 
Prelude    Consolation          - arr. by Lani Smith 
 
Call to Worship                Nancy Shambach  
Leader: Why do you come to this place?  
People: We seek the path of righteousness and truth.  
Leader:  Do you come ready to hear and learn giving attention to 

God’s Word?  
People: We come with open hearts and minds seeking to learn 

from the one whose authority is founded on God’s 
love. 

Leader: Friends, lend your ears and open your hearts because this 
is God’s house, built by love and sustained by hope, 
where God seeks to align our work and witness. 
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* Hymn #700  I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me 
 
Call to Confession            Nancy Shambach  
 
Prayer of Confession (unison):         Nancy Shambach 
All: Eternal God, we come before you aware that you know the 

truth of our hearts before we can utter a word. You know 
when our good intentions exceed our capacity for gospel 
living. You know when we embrace the good news of 
liberation with our lips but don’t change our actions. We 
imprison ourselves with the assumption that you will judge 
us as mercilessly as we often judge ourselves and one 
another. Forgive our shortcomings and the times we have 
failed to live the words we say. Restore us in the confidence 
of people who have heard good news and remind us that 
even when we arrive late, there is still work to be done. 
Hear now, our silent prayers. 
 

Silent Prayer     
 
Choral Response Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us 

Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Assurance of Pardon              Nancy Shambach 
 
Glory be to the Father/Gloria Patri  (Hymn #581) 
 
Prayer for Illumination           Nancy Shambach 
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Reading from the Psalter:  Psalm 25: 1-9              Bill Cox 
 (This can be found on p. 492 of your pew Bible.) 

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
All:  Thanks be to God. 

 
Word Through Music    O Love     Chancel Choir 

 
Reading from the Gospel: Matthew 21:23-32  Nancy Shambach 

(This can be found on p. 899 of your pew Bible.)  
Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
ALL: Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon   The Parable of Raising Teenagers      
         Rev. Dr. Deborah Huggins 
 
*Hymn #69   Here I Am, Lord   
 
Choral Call to Prayer  Hear Our Prayer, O Lord 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
Incline thine ear to us; and grant us thy peace. 

 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call for the Offering           Nancy Shambach  
 
Offertory  Go Down Moses   - by sung by Chris Dyer 
        
*Doxology     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all 
people here below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God 
whom we adore. Amen. 
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Prayer of Dedication            Nancy Shambach  
     
*Sending Song #697:  Take My Life 

  
Charge and Benediction 
       
Benediction Response God Be With You – the Meeting’s Over 
 
Postlude    Postlude in C   - by Michael Thomas 
 
 

 
 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us! 
We are so very happy that you’re here today! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
*Please stand as you are comfortable.     Music:  One License #A-736655 









World Communion Sunday 
Las Placitas Pres. Church 

NEXT SUNDAY, October 4, 2026 
 
Next Sunday, October 4th, 2026, we will gather at Las Placitas 
Presbyterian Church for a joint Communion and worship service at 
10:30am with Cuba and Jemez Springs, and Rio Rancho Presbyterian 
Churches. 
Potluck luncheon: PLEASE SIGN UP to bring sides and desserts. 
Please see the signup sheet in the Narthex. 

Welcome to Rio Rancho Presbyterian Church! 
 
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Deborah Huggins 
Today’s Sermon: The Parable of the Two Teens 
 
Next Week: PLEASE DON’T COME HERE! 
We will be at Las Placitas Presbyterian Church 
Next Week’s Volunteers: 
Greeters: Marie Fry, Pat & Leah Gerlach 
Communion servers: Bill Cox, Paige Furlano, Dave & Joy 
Sternberg 

Announcements 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Monday Bible Study 
10am        

 
 

Join Pastor Deborah at 10am in 
her office as she previews the 
scripture for Sunday’s sermon. 

Youth Group Outing 
Sunday, October 11 at 11am 

Cottonwood Mall 
Who: For all Middle, High Schoolers & young adults 
What: Lunch and an Escape Room 
Cost: Escape Room $27; Lunch $10 
Friends are very welcome! Due to the love and grace of 
many, scholarships are available for all of our events.  
 



Coffee or Lunch  
with Pastor Deborah 
 
Please remember to  
sign up for Coffee –  
Monday and Tuesday 
mornings. 
Lunch – Wednesday or 
Thursdays at 12pm. 

Calendar of Weekly Events   
 
Sunday, September 27, 2026 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
10:00am Worship 
11:15am Fellowship & Refreshments 
11:15am Worship Committee, Class A&B 
 
Monday, Sept 28 
10am Bible Study with Pastor Deborah, her office 
7pm AA 
 
Tuesday, Sept 29 
9-12pm New Horizon Band Rehearsal 
2pm Book Club at Henriksen’s 
7-8pm Al Anon 
 
Wednesday, Sept 30 
7-8pm Al Anon 
 
Thursday, Oct 1 
10am Gentle Exercise 
11:30 am Yoga 
6:30pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:30 - 9pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal 
 
Friday, Oct 2 
7pm AA 
 
Saturday, Oct 3 
8am Men’s Breakfast 

Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, October 11th 

 

Please plan to attend a brief 
Congregational Meeting after 
worship to approve the 
Pastor’s amended terms of 
call. 
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