
 
 
 

August 23, 2026 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
 

Interim Pastor: Rev. Frank Yates 
Liturgist: Ginny O’Neill 
Psalmist: Thom Hinks 

Greeter: Marie Fry & Ginger Wall 
Ushers: Pat Gerlach, Victoria Flick, Steve Sproul, Joy Sternberg 

Flowers: Given by Gerri & Linda Marousek, in honor of  
Pastor Frank! 

Early Morning Security: Pat Gerlach 
August Sanctuary Stewards: Birgitta Gustafson & Karen Williams 

Director of Music: Nancy Leffler  
Accompanist: Nathan Secrest 
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Rio Rancho Presbyterian Church 

 
Gathering Music      Flute Piece                 - by William Hine  
    
Welcome & Announcements, including prayer concerns 
  
Passing of the Peace  
Pastor:  The Lord be with you 
People:  And also with you. 
Pastor:  Let us share Christ’s peace with each other. 
 
Prelude  Leaning On the Everlasting Arms - by David Paxton 
 
Call to Worship (from Psalm 124)         Ginny O’Neill 
Leader: Blessed be the Lord, who has not given us as prey to  

our enemies. 
People:  We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the 

fowlers. 
Leader: The snare is broken and we have escaped. 
People:  Our help is in the name of the Lord who made  

heaven and earth. 
All:  So let us praise the name of the Lord together. 
 
*Hymn #667   When Morning Gilds the Skies 
 
Call to Confession            Ginny O’Neill 
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Prayer of Confession (unison):      Ginny O’Neill 
All:  Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our 

failure to be what you created us to be. You alone know  
how often we have sinned in wandering from your ways, 
in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. 
By your loving mercy, help us to live in your light and  
abide in your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Hear now, our silent prayers. 
 

Silent Prayer     
 
Response  Lord, Have Mercy Upon Us 

Lord, have mercy upon us; Christ, have mercy upon us; 
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Assurance of Pardon          Ginny O’Neill  
 
Hymn #581  Glory be to the Father/Gloria Patri   
 
Prayer for Illumination            Ginny O’Neill 
 
Reading from the Gospel: Matthew 16: 13-20    Ginny O’Neill       
   (This can be found on p. 893-894 of your pew Bible.)    

Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Reading from the Psalter:  Psalm 138     Thom Hinks 
 (This can be found on p. 565 of your pew Bible.) 
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Word Through Music    Awaken Me to Pray      Summer Choir 
 
Reading from the New Testament: Romans 16 Rev. Frank Yates 

(This can be found on p. 1036 of your pew Bible.)  
Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God. 
ALL:  Thanks be to God.  

 
Sermon   Greetings in Christ   Rev. Frank Yates 
 
*Hymn #686  God of Our Life 
 
Call to Prayer  Hear Our Prayer, O Lord 

Hear our prayer, O Lord. Hear our prayer, O Lord. 
Incline thine ear to us; and grant us thy peace. 

 
Prayers of the People/The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Call for the Offering         Ginny O’Neill 
 
Offertory  The Water is Wide             - by John Purifoy 
        
*Doxology     
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise Christ, all people 
here below; praise Holy Spirit evermore; praise Triune God whom 
we adore. Amen. 
 
Prayer of Dedication             Ginny O’Neill 
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*Sending Song 624:  I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art 

  
Charge and Benediction 
 
Benediction Response My Peace        

My peace I give unto you. 
It’s a peace that the world cannot give. 

It’s a peace that the world cannot understand. 
Peace to know, peace to live. My peace I give unto you. 

 
Postlude Tell Me the Old, Old Story         - by Steven Scott  

 
 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us! 
God Bless, Pastor Frank!! 

 
 
 
 

Rio Rancho Presbyterian Church 
1004 24th Street SE 

Rio Rancho, NM  87124 
(505) 892-6664 

 
 
 

*Please stand as you are comfortable.      Music:  One License #A-736655 
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