
     Head of School and Rhetoric School Letter 
 

With my busy schedule, I do not get to watch much television. There is one show that airs that I do 
enjoy, though, and with modern technology of the DVR I am able to record it and watch it if I can find 
a little free time on the weekend. The show’s name is Designated Survivor. 

Designated Survivor is an American political drama. Kiefer Sutherland stars as Thomas Kirkman, an 
American politician named the “designated survivor” for the State of the Union address, who suddenly 
ascends to the position of President of the United States after an explosion kills everyone in the line 
of succession. I find the reactions of the different characters in the drama fascinating as I think they 
reflect how people react to circumstances in everyday life. Those reactions are ones that do not 
reflect a Biblical worldview. 

In a recent episode of Designated Survivor, President Kirkman’s brother shared a story with him 
about an old Chinese farmer who lived in ancient times. He was the envy of his rather small village 
because unlike most of the other farmers, he possessed a horse. 

One day, however, his horse ran away and his neighbors who soon heard of his misfortune were 
quick to offer him words of consolation. “What a shame that you’ve lost your horse; how sad.” The old 
farmer responded. “Perhaps it’s a bad thing; perhaps not. Who knows?” Then a week after the horse 
ran away, it returned to the old man’s farm accompanied by another horse. Now the farmer had two 
horses. 

“How fortunate you are,” said his neighbors. “Now you have not one but two horses.” “Perhaps I am 
fortunate, perhaps not. Who knows?” said the farmer. Three days later, the farmer’s only son was 
thrown from the horse while trying to steady it and his arm was badly broken. 

“What a shame” his neighbors chorused once again. 

“Well maybe, but maybe not, said the farmer. Who knows?” 

The next day, the emperor’s army passed through the village looking for conscripts to serve and fight 
in a war that had recently been declared with a neighboring province. The old man’s son was passed 
over because of his injury while the other young men from the village were forced to join the other 
soldiers. 

Like the old man in this story, the stories of our lives may look good or bad at any given moment. 
Sometimes what appears to be a curse is actually a blessing and vice-versa. However, the Biblical 
principle that is missing in this old Chinese story and in the television drama, Designated Survivor, is 
the same thing that is missing in the lives of most people today, including Christians, when 
circumstances occur in our lives. It is our reactions to the circumstances that occur in our lives that 
gives it away that we do not hold on to what the Bible teaches. 
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I have been teaching in Christian Schools for many years now, have served overseas as a 
missionary, and have been in the pastorate. I have always wanted those I teach the Word of God to 
walk away from my teaching understanding three Biblical truths we often forget but need to hold on 
to. One, God is sovereign. Two, God does not allow anything to happen to us unless it is for His glory. 
Three, God does not allow anything to happen unless it is for the betterment of His children. 

God is sovereign! John Piper’s ministry, Desiring God, says, “There are no limits to God’s rule. This is 
part of what it means to be God. He is sovereign over the whole world and everything that happens in 
it. He is never helpless, never frustrated, never at a loss. And in Christ, God’s awesome, sovereign 
providence is the place we feel most reverent, most secure, most free.” 

So, when I watch Designated Survivor, and Tom Kirkman becomes President of the United States 
because everyone in the line of succession dies in the capital attack, the TV drama characters may 
question the legitimacy of his presidency, but I see the sovereignty of God. 

When I hear the story of the Chinese farmer, I hear nothing more than God is in control of all things. 
When I see circumstances happen in our everyday lives, I see that God is sovereign! 

As for no situation happening in our lives unless it is for God’s glory and the betterment of His 
children, take a second to stop and think about it. As a child of God, don’t you believe that He loves 
you and has your best interest in mind? Sometimes hard situations happen to us or things don’t work 
out the way we may want, however, God, who knows us best, allows it to happen because He has a 
bigger picture than our narrow view of what we think things should be like. 

I was reminded of this truth recently when learning of one of our seniors who didn’t get accepted into 
their first-choice college for next year. As hard as it was for this student to hear this news, maybe God 
closed that door for the student to protect them. Certainly, the college God chose for this student is 
going to be so much better for them. 

We may not always see how our circumstances can bring God glory or be for our betterment as His 
children when we are going through those times, but often when we look back on our lives we see 
how God leads. My encouragement to everyone in our SCCS family is to trust that our God knows 
best. He has placed every SCCS staff in the position He wants them in. God has placed every 
student in the classroom He has chosen for them. God has put every SCCS family in the greater 
Moore County area to be able to attend our school. God has orchestrated the entire existence of our 
school. 

We can take comfort in the fact that God is in control. May all of us find peace in this knowledge. 


