
Student, Teacher, Parent Committee (STPC) 
President’s Message 
It was a very short summer but I’m happy to report we are off to a great 
start here at RVMS & our Student, Teacher, Parent Committee (STPC) is 
already hard at work to ensure that we all have a wonderful year. Thank 
you to all the volunteers that helped make Orientation go off without a 
hitch. It was wonderful seeing familiar faces & welcoming new ones! 

Our goal this year, as every year, is to support the students and staff at 
RVMS the best we can. The way we do that is by providing monetary 
and volunteer support when needed. As always, when we ask for 
monetary support, you can be assured that that money goes directly 
back to supporting this school and making sure your child has the most 
positive experience they can have here at the school! 

We just had our first successful dance which went off seamlessly due to the amazing staff and 
volunteers there watching out for our kids. RVMS had long been known as a "crown jewel" of the 
school district because of our wonderful staff, & amazing parent volunteers; lets keep up that 
reputation & make RVMS better than ever!

Please consider joining the STPC at our next meeting, October 3rd at 6:30 P.M. in the library. The 
STPC meetings are the best way to stay informed. We will have our usual update from Mr. Navarro 
on important activities happening around campus. This month we will also have a special visitor 
from the District, Laurie Fong, Santa Rosa City Schools Board Member, to update us on 
happenings around the district.

It has been a pleasure meeting so many of you, and I am looking forward to getting to know you 
more over the next year.

Jennifer Smits

President of the Student, Teacher, Parent Committee
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Event Calendar 
• Oct. 3 (Thurs.)-

STPC meeting 

• Oct. 11 (Fri.) - 
End of 1st quarter 

• Oct. 25 (Fri.) - 
Sport-A-Rama  

Oct. 28 (Mon). -  
Girls volleyball & boys 

basketball tryouts

RVMS MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OCTOBER 2019

The Falcon Gazette 
Published by the Student, Teacher, Parent Committee (STPC)

Rincon Valley Middle School 
4650 Badger Road, Santa Rosa, CA 95409 

rinconvalleymiddleschool.com 
(707) 890-3870 

Greetings and Welcome 
Back Parents and 
Students to RVMS!



From the Counseling Office and 
Registrar 
Parent Portal Access 
Only legal parent/guardians have access to parent portal. If you are a legal 
parent/guardian & have not accessed this, please email mkelly@srcs.k12.ca.us 
to get an access code. Access codes are individualized per person so be sure 
you use the one associated to your name and account. Moving forward, all 
registration and updates will happen thru your parent portal. 

If you have not already, please log on and complete both the Beginning of 
School Year forms and District Policy Review Form. Only one parent needs to 
fill this out per student. 

Open-Enrollment 
Current 8th grade Parents, if you wish to attend a school that is not your 
school of residence for high school, you must apply thru Open Enrollment. 
This also applies to families who applied to attend RVMS on an Intra-District 
transfer and wish to continue to Maria Carrillo High School (our feeder 
school). Open Enrollment is available October 1st-November 15th thru our 
district website: https://www.srcschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=2171. The link will be live to click on 
starting October 1st. If you need to check your address to see where your residence places your student for 
high school, please go to https://www.srcschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=2171 

High School Applications 
If you are applying to a specialized program such as Art Quest or applying to a private school, please direct 
any necessary documentation (ie: teacher recommendations, admin/counselor recommendations, transcripts, 
attendance/behavior reports, etc) to Mrs. Kelly in the counseling office. Please note, if you will be applying to 
a school outside of SRCS, we must have a signed release of information form from parent for proceeding. 
Most schools will include this in their necessary forms or packets. In cases that the information needs to come 
directly from the school, please include a pre-addressed envelope with postage.  
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WHAT TO KNOW ABOUT GRADES AT RVMS 
Oral grades are reported to students the fifth week of each quarter. If they receive a C- or lower, a 
progress report is sent home. 

Report Cards are distributed approximately two weeks after the quarter ends. 

Calculate your Grade Point Average as follows: Each A=4 point, B=3 points, C=2 points, D=1 point, 
F=0 points. Add the points up then divide by the total number of classes. This is your GPA. 

Honors Society Eligibility is determined by totaling points on the semester report card as follows: 
Each A=3 points, each B=1 point. A total of 12 points is required for Honors Society membership.

VISIT THE WEBSITE 
RVMS school website 
has all the information 
you need! Attendance, 
calendar, homework, 
Principal’s messages, 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 
3:10-4:10 in the library

ATTENDANCE OFFICE 
To report an absence 

call 890-3870 ext. 
33110

mailto:mkelly@srcs.k12.ca.us
https://www.srcschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=2171
https://www.srcschools.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=2171
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Message from the Principal 
Hello Falcon Families -  

The start of the school year had been a positive success. Our 
new 7th graders seem to be settling in well and our returning 
8th graders are back in the groove. Enrollment numbers are 
down a little from years past, lingering effects from the 
Tubbs fire. Our current enrollment is hovering around 830 
students, still making us the largest middle school in Santa 
Rosa. 

PG&E Power outages: I am being informed by the Sonoma 
County Office of Education that I should be prepared with a 
plan in the likely case that we experience a PG&E de-
energizing power outage. I am hoping that I will be given 
advanced notice of such an outage so I can inform families. If 
power is shut off, it could be out for 3-5 days. If the power 
goes out without warning during the school day, the school 
will remain in session for the day. Please note that students 
who take the bus home will be delayed as traffic lights will 
likely be out of service as well. If the outage lasts longer than 
a day, there will be no school until power is resumed or an 
alternative plan is given from the superintendent's office. 

Please see the informational PG&E website below for more 
information regarding likely power outages: 

https://www.pge.com/en_US/safety/emergency-preparedness/
natural-disaster/wildfires/outage-readiness.page?
WT.pgeac=Home-pod_WildfireReady-Aug19 

Your Fan, 

Principal Ed Navarro 

RVMS Drop Off & Pick Up 
Suggestions: 

When dropping off or picking 
up your students, please be 
patient. There are over 1000 
students coming to and going 
from the RVMS and SRACS 
campuses within a 30 minute 
window. Some rules to 
follow: 

• Do not double park on 
Middle Rincon Road 

• Do not block access to 
handicapped parking 

• Pull up as far forward as 
possible. When cars leave 
ahead of you, move your 
vehicle forward 

• Do not flip a U-turn in the 
middle of the road 

• Obey all posted traffic 
signs and laws 

• Traffic is much lighter by 
3:15 — arrange a slightly 
later pick up time 

• Arrange an offsite pick up 
location 

• Have your child walk home 
in a group 

• Be safe, respectful, and 
responsible
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MEET OUR PRINCIPAL 
We hope you have had a chance to meet RVMS Principal Ed Navarro. This is 
his third year heading RVMS/SRACS and students, staff and parents know 

him as a caring, personable and hands-on leader on campus. We set to find out 
more about Mr. Navarro! 

What kind of a kid were you in middle school and where did you 
go to school? - In middle school, I was a social being who was involved 
in student government. I really enjoyed middle school. It was a time 
when I met some of my present day best friends. I also had an amazing 
English teacher, Mrs. Cooper, with whom I credit for inspiring me to 
become a middle school English teacher. She made learning fun. I 
attended Brea Junior High in Orange County. 
When you were in middle school, what did you dream of 
becoming? - It is in middle school that I began to aspire to be an 
educator. School was always fun for me.  I loved the social aspect of 
it. My wife tells me the reason I work in a middle school is because deep down inside, I truly am still a 13 
year old boy. I am not sure she means it as a compliment, but that is how I take it. ☺ 
We'd love to know about your parents; what they did and how they influenced you. - My parents 
have been huge influence in my life. They have been supportive of me and my educational journey. I am 
the first in my family to get a college education. My father retired as a journeyman Teamster, who drove 
big rigs for the grocery store chain, Alpha Beta. My mother stayed home and took care of me and my 
grandmother.  
Biggest obstacle in life and how you mastered it. - An obstacle I have had to overcome in my life was 
navigating the system of higher education. I did not have a family that assumed I was going to go to 
college. They didn’t know how to help me. When I graduated from high school, I wasn’t prepared to go to a 
4 year college. I enrolled in my local community college and took all my needed prerequisites. I then 
transferred to a 4 year state college to earn my undergraduate degree. Navigating the system was not 
easy, but I was determined to get my degree. 
Please tell us about your family. Kids? Pets? - My wife and I have 2 children; my son who is 16 and 
my daughter who is 13. We do not have any pets currently. We did have some fish, but they didn’t make 
it. As a family, we have decided that if we cannot keep fish alive, it is probably best we don’t get a dog.  
If you were not a principal of a middle school, what do you think you would be doing? - Before 
becoming a school administrator, I was an English teacher, a job I truly loved. But if you are asking about 
a job outside of education, I have dreamed of being a landscape architect. It is a way I enjoy being 
creative.  
What do you like to do on your day off? Any hobbies? Any special talent/skills people don't 
know about? - I love to garden, to read and spend time with my wife and kids.  I love to wine-taste and 
collect delicious Pinots. Any time I can spend on a lake is pure bliss. 
If you could time-travel and give advice to your middle-school self, what would it be? - Don’t be 
afraid to be an individual. The things you try to cover up in your preteen years are the very things that 
make you special as a grown-up. 
What would you like RVMS parents to know about our principal? - I just want everyone to know 
how fortunate I feel to be able to be principal of such an outstanding school. RVMS is a wonderful place 
that I get to call home.                                                          
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Renaissance Field Trip Information 

Renaissance Field Trips is now only for 8th graders! We will still be having Renaissance Rallies throughout 
the school year on campus that 7th and 8th graders can participate in if they are a part of the Renaissance 
Club. Renaissance Club is for students who have earned a 3.0 or higher GPA the quarter prior to the field trip 
and/or rally. 

Our field trips are valuable in giving students a first taste of what a college campus is. They are intended to 
allow students to take in the atmosphere and environment of the college campus so in high school, when they 
are making decisions about where to apply, they already have some exposure to nearby campuses. Our hope 
from these field trips is to plant a seed. When students are in high school and applying to colleges, we hope 
they think “I went to UC Davis in 8th grade and really liked the campus. Now I’m going to do more research 
because I am already interested in going there”. High school is the time when more in-depth research is done 
about what majors are offered, the time to make appointments to meet with department chairs, and when 
reservations to take an official campus tour are made. Middle school is the time for students to first get 
acquainted with a campus, to start envisioning themselves there, to start dreaming! Our hope is that these 
students will then take these dreams and continue to work hard to attain them.  

Field trips are self-guided walking tours. Students must stay in groups of 3 or more at all times and are free to 
roam the campus as they wish. It is up to the students to make their experience. If students want to be bold and 
go into an unoccupied class, take a seat and imagine what a college course would be like, we want them to go 
for it. If students want to spend their day in the student union drinking a smoothie and pretending to wait for 
their next college class, we’re cool with that. If students want to go to the admissions office and ask questions, 
way to be ahead of the game. These field trips are all about having an experience. 

Before every field trip there will be a mandatory RFT club meeting (usually in the gym or café) where I will 
explain our upcoming field trip, take role, and distribute permission slips. If students do not attend the 
mandatory club meeting, they will not be able to submit a permission slip or attend the trip. I will make 
morning announcements a couple days in advance to help students remember our mandatory meetings. On 
every permission slip there will be a cover page detailing the field trip, hopefully answering all of the 
frequently asked questions. Students can also check the RFT bulletin board (located outside the counseling 
office) anytime throughout the year for important announcements.  

This year we are planning on going to: 

• UC Davis on November 1st 

• Sonoma State University during 2nd semester 

• Dominican University (*this location/trip is still TBD) during 2nd semester 

• Epicenter End of Year Party in May (for both 7th & 8th graders)
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Questions?  

Contact Kendall Loggins: 

kloggins@srcs.k12.ca.us



The Beat on Band

Symphonic Band and Concert Band joined the MCHS Pep Band at the football game on Friday, September 
27th. Before the game, the students had the opportunity to get to know the MCHS band students and learn 
about their music program. Between the two schools there were 200 student musicians! The football team 
might have a different version of events, but we like to think that our playing contributed to the MCHS win!  

Concert Band, Symphonic Band and Orchestra are putting on their Fall Concert on October 22nd at 7PM in 
the RVMS Auditorium. Tickets are $5 and can be purchased at the door. We hope to see you there! 
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In 7th grade history classes students are in the middle of learning about ancient China.  Each unit students 
in 7th grade take a deep look at 4 major themes: Geography's effect on the people and culture, the rise and 
fall of empires, the early beliefs of an area and cultural advancements. Ask your students if they can explain 
some of that to you today? 

In 8th grade history classes students are in our first quarter unit which is government and the constitution.  
Students should be learning about how are views of government changed drastically between the colonial 
years and the Revolution.  We then look at some major events leading up to the Constitution and will dive 
deep into the Constitution and Bill of Rights. We finish with a look at challenges to our government in the 
years following the signing of the Constitution.  

Making History at RVMS                         



+ + + Additional Information About Math + + + 
MathCounts Announcement: Love math?! Join MathCounts and discover the joys of meeting other students 
and finding new and creative ways to solve math problems. Explore topics not covered in school. Develop 
team cooperation and leadership skills. All students are invited to join the fun. We meet in Mrs. Conrad’s room 
24 on Fridays from 3:30 to 5:30 pm.

Standards for Mathematical Practices (SMP): It sounds like just another education buzzword, but it’s so 
much more. When it comes to the Common Core State Standards, standards for mathematical practice 
describe the very foundation of what CCSS are all about: helping students achieve at a higher level. There are 
a total of eight standards for mathematical practice. Take a look at the first one and talk to your student about 
how they strategize their thinking and learning. SMP 1 - Make sense of problems and persevere in solving 
them: Students should be able to explain the meaning of a problem and actively look for ways that it can be 
solved. Instead of jumping right into an attempt at a solution, students need to critically analyze the math 
problem, speculate about the form and meaning of the solution, and plan a pathway to get there.

Supply Donations: If you are looking to donate, your math teachers will happily accept graph paper 
(looseleaf and three-hole-punched) We believe one of the most underrated math tools used is graph paper. 
Obviously graph paper is great for graphing but we believe it can be used for so much more! Graph paper can 
also help illustrate many concepts that are more complicated to explain in words but are easily seen on paper, 
such as multiplication, area and perimeter, for making graphs, and drawing congruent shapes, showing 
transformations in size, slides, flips, and rotations and many more. 
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The Fall RVMS Light Up The Dark Dance was a success. 
Both 7th and 8th graders came decked out in white. 
During the dance, students enjoy fun music, bounce 
houses, Ping-Pong and an awesome snack bar. The 
goal of the dance is to create a fun 
atmosphere that is inv i t ing to a l l 
students. Thank y o u t o a l l t h e 
parent s who either supplied 
items for our snack bar or 
volunteered at the event. Your donation 
helps stock the snack b a r w h i c h r a i s e s 
money for the SPTC w h i c h goes right back into 
the school. We couldn't successfully do events like this 
without your help, and we appreciate your support!  



RVMS Athletics 

In cross country the Falcons are off to a great start. Both the boys and girls have won their first two races 
again Comstock and Slater. We have one more official league match against Santa Rosa and then Finals. This 
year we also have a Sonoma County Invitational that many schools plan on attending. This will be a fun way 
to end the year. The boys have been led by: Gabe Sitton, Jack Wilson, Jack Ginn, Dominick Conti, Jamon 
Henkel, Elias Reyes, Paul Macievich and Justin Sullivan. The girls have been led by: Sarah Kam, Brooke 
Szczekocki, Mia Carra, Isabella Mathiesen, Ava Larson, Katie Choe and Lily Cuniberti. Though both our 
Boys and Girls Cross Country teams are undefeated, there is some fast competition out there and they would 
love to have your support. Check out their schedule on the website: https://rvms-santarosa-ca.schoolloop.com/
pf4/cms2/view_page?d=x&group_id=1531973661519&vdid=i39c1xnov3s7 

Our Girls Basketball Teams is looking strong this year. Both Girls Basketball Teams are 2 - 1 in league, 
they have a competitive season ahead of them. Come and cheer them on! Check out their schedule on the 
website: https://rvms-santarosa-ca.schoolloop.com/pf4/cms2/view_page?
d=x&group_id=1531973661519&vdid=i39cc1xnv3sx 
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Girls Cross Country Boys Cross Country 

8th Grade Girls 7th Grade Girls
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Boys Basketball and Girls Volleyball will begin October 28th.  Please check out the athletics 
website: https://rvms-santarosa-ca.schoolloop.com/pf4/cms2/view_page?
d=x&group_id=1531973661519&vdid=i39c1xndv3r2 to complete an online athletic packet, don't forget to 
upload a physical dated after June 1st 2019.  If you have completed a packet for another sport your child is 
already cleared to participate following a grade check. 

If you have any questions or concerns about our athletic teams, please reach out to Mrs. Myers 
at kmyers@srcs.k12.ca.us 

Intramural Lunchtime Sports 
All students are welcome to join the RVMS intramural sports program. Intramurals are fun sports played at 
lunch by teams made up of RVMS students. Fourth period classes form teams to compete in a school-wide 
tournament in the following sprits: 1st quarter, 6 v 6 soccer; 2nd quarter, basketball; 3rd quarter, tennis; 4th 
quarter, flag football. Students who do not have enough interested participates within their own 4th period 
class can be added to another team.  

Athletic Schedule 

Go Falcons! 
Halloween at RVMS 
All students are encouraged to wear costumes on Halloween. The costume must 
meet the dress code. No weapons are allowed. If students have questions concerning 
their costume, they should ask an administrator. There will be a costume parade at 
each of the lunches with prizes for the best costumes in several categories. 

Your Voice Matters! 
The STPC serves as a bridge between the school and the parent community.  

If you have any questions, concerns, or suggestions, please contact us!  
You can email STPC President Jennifer Smith at smitsjen02@yahoo.com 

For newsletter inquires and suggestions, contact Jamie Moessing at jasmoessing@gmail.com. 
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10/1- Girls basketball @ Petaluma 

10/3- Girls basketball @ Lawrence Jones 

10/3 - 3:45 Cross Country @ Rincon 

10/10 - Girls basketball @ Rincon 

10/10 - 3:45 Cross Country @ Santa Rosa 

10/15 - 1:00 Cross Country @ Spring Lake 

10/15 - Girls basketball @ Kenilworth 

10/17 - Girls basketball @ Rincon 

10/22 - Girls basketball @ Slater 

10/24 - Girls basketball @ Rincon 

10/28 - Boys basketball tryouts begin 

10/28 - Girls volleyball tryouts begin

https://rvms-santarosa-ca.schoolloop.com/pf4/cms2/view_page?d=x&group_id=1531973661519&vdid=i39c1xndv3r2
https://rvms-santarosa-ca.schoolloop.com/pf4/cms2/view_page?d=x&group_id=1531973661519&vdid=i39c1xndv3r2
mailto:kmyers@srcs.k12.ca.us
mailto:smitsjen02@yahoo.com
mailto:jasmoessing@gmail.com
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