
 

 

VRS Meetings & Events – Capital Creativity 

 

When asked about how she got into the meetings 

industry, Roberta Sumner of VRS Meetings & Events 

laughs, “I kind of fell into it.” 

Roberta began her career with the Hyatt Hotel in 

Houston, Texas in 1990.  Then in ’92, Kerrville Coach 

Lines in Houston hired her away from the hotel to 

manage the transportation logistics for the 

Republican National Convention. A year later, she 

began working for The Capital Informer, Inc. as a 

Transportation Coordinator, where she experienced 

continuous growth and promotion. In 2001, Roberta 

was one of two Team Leads responsible for 

transportation logistics for the 54th Presidential 

Inaugural, during which she managed and executed 

all the logistics for over 150 celebrities, entertainers and performers throughout the seven-day 

Presidential Inaugural event. 

By 2005, she was ready for a change, so she and her sister Valerie (the ‘V’ in VRS) decided to join forces 

to launch VRS Meetings & Events. They’ve never 

looked back. 

The two sisters share management of the company, 

with Roberta handling Logistics and Operations, and 

Valerie managing Sales and Marketing. They keep 

the company lean, working virtually, with three full-

time employees (see our article on Social Media, 

written in consultation with VRS Director of 

Marketing Michelle Mobley) plus additional talented 

and dedicated meetings professionals that act as 

consultants on the various events they produce. The 

company is headquartered in Falls Church, VA, less 

than ten miles from the Capital in Washington, D.C., 
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but the team regularly designs and produces events across the country. VRS has upcoming global 

conferences in Singapore (July), Paris (October) and Montreal (November). 

Roberta candidly admits that the company does 

limited advertising because word of mouth has 

been their greatest business driver. She and her 

team have won numerous local and national 

awards, including an International Live Events 

Association (ILEA) honor for their production of the 

150th Commemoration of the week-long 

reenactment of the First Battle of Manassas/ Bull 

Run, that hosted nearly 40,000 spectators and 

reenactors. Another recognition of which they are 

particularly proud is for their production of 

Yesterday & Today: The 50th Anniversary 

Celebration of The Beatles’ First North American Concert that they produced for the D.C. Preservation 

League. 

Both Roberta and Valerie, as well as members of their company, hold professional memberships, are 

involved in the leadership of a number of organizations, and are active supporters of the communities in 

which they live. 

When asked about the scope of their services, Roberta responded, “We do it all, soup to nuts, from 

traditional conferences, exhibits, galas and special events, to selling exhibits and managing exhibit halls 

and public events.” 

Cheshire Audio Visual has had the honor of working with VRS Meetings & Events on a number of 

functions, such as the Children’s Charities Foundation BasketBALL Gala that they’ve partnered on for 

three consecutive years, and for which a video from a past event is included. 

When asked about the success of VRS Meetings & Events, Roberta replied, “I think it’s really important 

to be different and creative with every program you run. We are small, but we’re mighty. We think out 

of the box and work to come up with new ideas to enhance your program. Our focus is always on 

innovation and creativity.” 

And if you look at photos of the events VRS has produced or speak with their clients and event partners, 

you can see that they clearly excel at this core mission. 

 

By Carol White Llewellyn 
Editor, Cheshire AV-ator 
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