
Under one option, Frederick County would be integrated with Loudoun 
County, resulting in eight solid (D) districts, two swing districts and one 
remote, sparsely populated Republican District. Under the second option, 
Frederick County remains part of only two remaining (R) districts in Virginia 
versus 9 solid (D) districts. 
   

In the News: Congressional Re-Districting 
Amendment 

Normally, Virginia undergoes Congressional redistricting every 10 
years. The most recent redistricting occurred in 2021, effective 
2022. Typically, Virginia leans Democrat 55% to 45% in statewide 
elections. 

The Democrat-dominated Virginia Legislature has picked this April 
21st for voters to approve an amendment that would make an 
exception to the 10-year rule and redistrict once again "to 
restore fairness to the upcoming election" (i.e., "to let we 
Democrats win the midterms"). The goal is to change the current 
6:5 Democrat: Republican congressional district split to 9:2 or 10:1 
in favor of the Democrats. 

Nearby Maryland is going through a similar exercise in advance of 
the mid-term Congressional elections. Maryland seeks to eliminate 
the last remaining Republican-held district, giving Democrats a 
political monopoly. 

Virginia Democrats are counting on their party being highly 
mobilized against very low Republican turnout. Given the most 
recent election, they may be right. Expect lawsuits to fly, however. 

How much is this special election costing Virginians? House 
Appropriations allotted an additional $5.2M on January 22nd to be 
distributed to the general registrar's offices throughout the state. 

The text of the proposed amendment is listed below. Republican 
legislators made several attempts to push back on the wording 
of "restore fairness," but were blocked by the super majority. 



  

  
 

In the News: 
10 Democrat Bills That Would Fundamentally 
Change Life in Virginia (No Particular Order) 
1. HB 978 — A New Tax on Everyday Life 

Expands taxes to everyday goods and services — raising costs for families 
on routine purchases. 

2. HB 61 — State Contracts Decided by DEI, Not Merit 

Requires state procurement to prioritize DEI criteria over cost and 
qualifications, increasing costs and limiting competition. 

3. HB 1394 — Tent Cities Coming to Virginia 

Legalizes “life-sustaining activities” like sleeping and bodily functions in 
public spaces, opening the door to permanent encampments. 

4. Collective Bargaining Expansion — Power Shift to Unions 

Multiple bills, including HB1263 and HB715 

Repeals long-standing limits on public-sector collective bargaining, shifting 
leverage to unions and increasing taxpayer costs. 

https://click-1912161.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9604773&msgid=163849&act=YV81&c=1912161&pid=1255195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flis.virginia.gov%2Fbill-details%2F20261%2FHB978&cf=7109&v=3b4ccf8b620420b4b095d481785b7b13fdd46e1bc3063d86074bd31fca480723
https://click-1912161.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9604773&msgid=163849&act=YV81&c=1912161&pid=1255195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flis.virginia.gov%2Fbill-details%2F20261%2FHB61&cf=7109&v=a11320a5c672d7e24162a4aaafc2acf6b94079dc393f62fe78bd437e52caa5ba
https://click-1912161.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9604773&msgid=163849&act=YV81&c=1912161&pid=1255195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flis.virginia.gov%2Fbill-details%2F20261%2FHB1394&cf=7109&v=2cba34ce1c2af2bc1184fb9e68bc9fb25ca8bcb29faee1d14b8c458047cd43d6
https://click-1912161.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9604773&msgid=163849&act=YV81&c=1912161&pid=1255195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flis.virginia.gov%2Fbill-details%2F20261%2FHB1263&cf=7109&v=22f1969cb5f577822dfaead8fbd1509efe5b31867dc60c3b2ccf3c6869777552


5. Gas-Powered Equipment Bans — Government Overreach Into Daily 
Life 

Multiple bills, including HB881 Ban on Gas Powered Leaf Blowers 

Targets gas-powered lawn and landscaping equipment, increasing costs for 
homeowners, small businesses, and local governments. 

6. Dissolving VMI — Erasing History 

HB 1377 (and related proposals) 

Forces local detention facilities to accept juveniles from other jurisdictions or 
risk losing state funding. 

7. Minimum Wage Mandates — One-Size-Fits-All Pay Rules 

HB 1 / SB 1 (and related bills) 

Mandates wage increases regardless of region or economic conditions, 
hitting small businesses and nonprofits hardest. 

8. Paid Leave Mandates — More Costs for Employers 

Multiple bills (various HB/SB numbers) 

Requires paid sick or family leave, adding new mandates on employers 
already struggling with inflation. 

9. Utility & Energy Mandates — Higher Bills, Less Choice 

Multiple energy-mandate bills, including SB650 which would redistribute 
discounts into rates 

Pushes utilities toward costly requirements that ultimately raise monthly 
electric bills for ratepayers. 

10. Law Enforcement Restrictions — Making the Job Harder for Police 

Including HB1314, removal of qualified immunity 

A slate of proposals that increase paperwork, limit discretion, expand liability 
to target individual police officers, and impose new reporting and oversight 
requirements — pulling officers off the street and making recruitment and 
retention even harder at a time when departments are already understaffed. 

BUT....There's Still a Glimmer of Hope 

https://click-1912161.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9604773&msgid=163849&act=YV81&c=1912161&pid=1255195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flis.virginia.gov%2Fbill-details%2F20261%2FHB881&cf=7109&v=d37ef21563a016c831e695b257cd3d8674caab7b4031ff4f94f38fa031ab1d3c
https://click-1912161.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9604773&msgid=163849&act=YV81&c=1912161&pid=1255195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flis.virginia.gov%2Fbill-details%2F20261%2FHB1377&cf=7109&v=206af3c59633b924f3c75172cf5e651951b492b5a7404e203ba139517d6911a8
https://click-1912161.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9604773&msgid=163849&act=YV81&c=1912161&pid=1255195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flis.virginia.gov%2Fbill-details%2F20261%2FHB1&cf=7109&v=b426841175919ed7380d74c46065a927243a4f955c77179938d35c839e35b434
https://click-1912161.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9604773&msgid=163849&act=YV81&c=1912161&pid=1255195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flis.virginia.gov%2Fbill-details%2F20261%2FSB650&cf=7109&v=b9107ed894f6ac62024a2db41b262fa5371ec69f6a72c350707eccb4f1b157fd
https://click-1912161.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=9604773&msgid=163849&act=YV81&c=1912161&pid=1255195&destination=https%3A%2F%2Flis.virginia.gov%2Fbill-details%2F20261%2FHB1314&cf=7109&v=19504ef6cbdec18515783605c6bf0580e9212bdd775d9ff72893470a4670518c


These ten topics don't nearly encompass the slate of bad bills 
proposed this session. But the news isn't all bad. As Democrats 
tried to move forward on their first batch of gambling related bills, 
one bill, SB118, that would legalize online casinos, met an 
unexpected fate. Public testimony led Senator Adam Ebbin, to a 
change of heart. Sen. Ebbin stated for the record, "I am about to do 
something I never do, and that is side with the Baptists on this one." 
Ebbin's change of heart and unlikely vote led this legislation to die 
in subcommittee. A testament to the fact that the voice of the 
public can still make an impact. 
  
 

 


