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Dear IB Associations: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational agencies 
(SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, evidence-based 
programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and careers and to close 
achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt and expand International 
Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary schools of your state.  As of May 
2017, xxx public schools in your state offer xxxx IB programs to their students.  If you have not yet had an 
opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, we would love to schedule a 
visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that have 
a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  ESSA also 
recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by specifically 
referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More than 
4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn more about 
the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close achievement gaps and 
prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website (http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the effectiveness 
of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, “moderate” evidence 
studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ likelihood to graduate from high 
school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year universities). Participation in the Middle 
Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking college preparatory courses and exams 
while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related Program 
(CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when compared 
with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated in the MYP 
perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, behavioral, and 
emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies indicate that positive 
instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in PYP classrooms when 
compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
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minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings summarized 
above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several ESSA 
programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have included an 
explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be happy to follow-up 
with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs and schools, including 
charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB programs 
as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these programs, eligible 
expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance student 
achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you are interested 
in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for your leadership 
to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Minnesota prepare for college and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for educational 
activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB programs as an 
authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include career and technical 
education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary school students' access to 
coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   
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• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I Targeted 

Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for non-Title I 
children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children to participate 
in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  However, ESSA has 
revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within a school are paid, thus 
permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that may benefit both Title I and 
other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level and 
may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their oversight 
role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with their LEAs; and 
in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs are 

used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the lowest 
performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent achievement gaps -- 
provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a comprehensive 
support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI schools -- a plan for each 
group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In both cases, the plan must  
include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional levels of "evidence-based" in the 
law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a statistically significant effect on 
improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the highest 
three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement funds to 
support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  Given the 
SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state officials can 
play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically diverse 
LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). The law 
expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part of the costs 
of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which types of DSS they 
will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet state 
criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is perfectly 
aligned with this purpose. 
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We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for students 
that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes student 
support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic achievement by 
increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students with a well-rounded 
education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted for 
credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use of funds 
under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of accelerated 
learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, there is 
uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment Program will be 
funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – 
Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these programs 
in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students to 
undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 
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• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject groups 
and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; and a 
community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally benchmarked and 
criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 schools currently 
provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB Diploma 
courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips students to 
pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools currently 
provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working to 
My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, IL, 
USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-
12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: A 
Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-
eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance in 
high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-
eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpat
ternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrie
f2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for Low-
income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the United 

States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate 
Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-

postsec-3eng-1.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  
 

• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College Station, 
Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  

 
• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in the 

United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  
 

• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 
relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Brian Whiston 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
608 W. Allegan Street 
P.O. Box 30008 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Whiston: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 77  public schools in your state offer 91 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Michigan prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
 
 
 
 

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Candice McQueen 
Commissioner of Education 
710 James Robertson Parkway 
Nashville, TN 37243 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. McQueen: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 23  public schools in your state offer 27 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Tennessee prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Carey Wright 
Superintendent of Education 
P.O. Box 771 
Jackson, MS 39205-0771 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Wright: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 9  public schools in your state offer 10 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Mississippi prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Chris Reykdal 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Main stop: 47200 
Old Capital Building 
P.O. Box 472000 
Olympia, WA 98504-7200 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Reykdal: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 29  public schools in your state offer 36 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 
indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Washington prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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 Diane Douglas 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
1535 West Jefferson Street 
Phoenix, AZ 85007 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear  Douglas: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 33  public schools in your state offer 40 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 
indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Arizona prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf


  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Dianna Wentzell 
Commissioner of Education 
P.O. Box 2219 
Hartford, CT 06145-2219 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Wentzell: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 16  public schools in your state offer 19 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Connecticut prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 
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http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. Elsie Arntzen 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
P.O. Box 202501 
Helena, MT 59620-2501 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Arntzen: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 5  public schools in your state offer 5 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Montana prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf


  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. Hanna Skandera 
Secretary of Education 
Jerry Apodaca Education Building 
300 Don Gaspar 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Skandera: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 5  public schools in your state offer 7 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in New Mexico prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Jennifer McCormick 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
South Tower, Suite 600 
115 W. Washington Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. McCormick: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 34  public schools in your state offer 40 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Indiana prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
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http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. Jillian Balow 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
2300 Capitol Avenue 
Hathaway Building, 2nd Floor 
Cheyenne, WY 82002-2060 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Balow: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 2  public schools in your state offer 2 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Wyoming prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
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http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
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http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
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http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
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http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Jim Peyser 
Secretary of Education 
Executive Office of Education 
One Ashburton Place, Room 1403 
Boston, MA 02108 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Peyser: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 15  public schools in your state offer 19 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Massachusetts prepare for 
college and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org


  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. John White 
Superintendent of Education 
1201 North Third Street 
Baton Rouge, LA 70802-5243 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. White: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 8  public schools in your state offer 9 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Louisiana prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Johnny Key 
Commissioner of Education 
Four Capitol Mall 
Rm. 304-A 
Little Rock, AR 72201 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Key: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 9  public schools in your state offer 11 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Arkansas prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. Joy Hofmeister 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
2500 N. Lincoln Blvd. 
Suite 121 
Oklahoma City, OK 73105-4599 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Hofmeister: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 4  public schools in your state offer 5 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Oklahoma prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Karen Salmon 
Superintendent of Schools 
Nancy S. Grasmick State Education Building 
200 West Baltimore Street 
Baltimore, MD 21201-2595 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Salmon: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 49  public schools in your state offer 61 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Maryland prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org


  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. Kathryn Matayoshi 
Superintendent of Education 
P.O. Box 2360 
Honolulu, HI 96804 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Matayoshi: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 7  public schools in your state offer 8 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Hawaii prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org


  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Katy Anthes 
Commissioner of Education 
201 East Colfax Avenue, Room 500 
Denver, CO 80203 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Anthes: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 105  public schools in your state offer 127 IB programs to their 
students.  If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these 
programs, we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Colorado prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Ken Wagner 
Commissioner of Education 
255 Westminster Street 
Providence, RI 02903 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Wagner: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 0  public schools in your state offer 0 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/


  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Rhode Island prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
 

  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     



  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. Kimberley Harrington 
Commissioner of Education 
PO Box 500 
Trenton, NJ 08625-0500 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Harrington: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 16  public schools in your state offer 19 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in New Jersey prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. Kirsten Baesler 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
600 E. Boulevard Avenue, Dept. 201 
Bismarck, ND 58505-0440 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Baesler: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 0  public schools in your state offer 0 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in North Dakota prepare for 
college and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Margie Vandeven 
Commissioner of Education 
P.O. Box 480 
Jefferson City, MO 65102-0480 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Vandeven: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 19  public schools in your state offer 24 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Missouri prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Mark Johnson 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
6301 Mail Service Center 
Raleigh, NC 27699-6301 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Johnson: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 63  public schools in your state offer 75 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in North Carolina prepare for 
college and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. MaryEllen Elia 
Commissioner of Education 
89 Washington Avenue 
Albany, NY 12234 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Elia: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 85  public schools in your state offer 95 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in New York prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  



  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Matthew Blomstedt 
Commissioner of Education 
301 Centennial Mall South 
P.O. Box 94987 
Lincoln, NE 68509-4987 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Blomstedt: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 6  public schools in your state offer 8 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Nebraska prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Melody Schopp 
Secretary of Education 
800 Governers Drive 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Schopp: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 0  public schools in your state offer 0 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in South Dakota prepare for 
college and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
 

  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Steven Paine 
Superintendent of Schools 
1900 Kanawha Boulevard East 
Charleston, WV 25306 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Paine: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 1  public school in your state offers 1 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in West Virginia prepare for 
college and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Michael Johnson 
Commissioner of Education 
801 West 10th Street, Suite 200 
PO Box 110500 
Juneau, AK 99811-0500 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Johnson: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 2  public schools in your state offer 2 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/


  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Alaska prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Michael Sentance 
Superintendent of Education 
50 North Ripley Street 
P.O. Box 302101 
Montgomery, AL 36104 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Sentance: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 21  public schools in your state offer 25 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Alabama prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
 

  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Mike Morath 
Commissioner of Education 
1701 N. Congress Avenue 
Austin, TX 78701 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Morath: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 156  public schools in your state offer 183 IB programs to their 
students.  If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these 
programs, we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Texas prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. Molly Spearman 
Carolina Superintendent of Education 
1429 Senate Street 
Columbia, SC 29201 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Spearman: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 48  public schools in your state offer 59 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in South Carolina prepare for 
college and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. Pam Stewart 
Commissioner of Education 
325 West Gaines Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Stewart: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 148  public schools in your state offer 171 IB programs to their 
students.  If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these 
programs, we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Florida prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Paolo DeMaria 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
25 South Front Street 
Columbus, OH 43215-4183 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. DeMaria: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 41  public schools in your state offer 45 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Ohio prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     



  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Pedro A. Rivera 
Secretary of Education 
333 Market Street 
Harrisburg, PA 17126 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. A. Rivera: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 23  public schools in your state offer 30 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Pennsylvania prepare for 
college and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
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http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Randy Watson 
Commissioner of Education 
900 SW Jackson Street 
Topeka, KS 66612 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Watson: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 9  public schools in your state offer 11 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Kansas prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Rebecca Holcombe 
Secretary of Education 
219 North Main Street, Suite 402 
Barre, VT 05641 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Holcombe: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 0  public schools in your state offer 0 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Vermont prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Richard Woods 
State Superintendent of Schools 
205 Jesse Hill Jr. Drive SE 
Atlanta, GA 30334 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Woods: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 76  public schools in your state offer 95 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Georgia prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     



  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Robert Hasson 
Commissioner of Education 
23 State House Station 
Augusta, ME 04333 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Hasson: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 5  public schools in your state offer 5 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Maine prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Ryan Wise 
Director of Education 
Grimes State Office Building 
400 E 14th Street 
Des Moines, IA 50319-0146 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Wise: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 13  public schools in your state offer 13 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Iowa prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     



  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Salam Noor 
Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction 
255 Capitol Street NE 
Salem, OR 97310 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Noor: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 31  public schools in your state offer 40 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Oregon prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Ms. Sherri Ybarra 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
PO Box 83720 
Boise, ID 83720-0027 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Ms. Ybarra: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 5  public schools in your state offer 8 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Idaho prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Stephen Pruitt 
Commissioner of Education 
300 Sower Boulevard, 5th Floor 
Frankfort, KY 40601 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Pruitt: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 6  public schools in your state offer 6 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Kentucky prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Steve Canavero 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
700 E. Fifth Street 
Carson City, NV 89701 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Canavero: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017,   public schools in your state offer  IB programs to their students.  If 
you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Nevada prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Steven R. Staples 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
PO Box 2120 
Richmond, VA 23218 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. R. Staples: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 67  public schools in your state offer 87 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Virginia prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Susan Bunting 
Secretary of Education 
The Townsend Building 
401 Federal Street, Suite 2 
Dover, DE 19901-3639 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Bunting: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 7  public schools in your state offer 8 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Delaware prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Sydnee Dickson 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
250 East 500 South 
PO Box 144200 
Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Dickson: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 12  public schools in your state offer 17 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Utah prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Tom Torlakson 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
1430 N Street 
Sacramento, CA 95814-5901 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Torlakson: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 170  public schools in your state offer 200 IB programs to their 
students.  If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these 
programs, we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in California prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Tony Evers 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 
125 S. Webster Street 
Madison, WI 53703 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Evers: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 20  public schools in your state offer 26 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Wisconsin prepare for college 
and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Dr. Tony Smith 
Superintendent of Education 
100 N. 1st Street 
Springfield, IL 62777 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Dr. Smith: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 64  public schools in your state offer 96 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in Illinois prepare for college and 
careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org


  
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2021 

Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X14002002
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Mr. Frank Edelblut 
Commissioner of Education 
101 Pleasant Street 
Concord, NH 03301-3860 
 
May 3, 2017 
 
Dear Mr. Edelblut: 
 
As you know, the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) devolves significant authority to state educational 
agencies (SEAs) and local educational agencies (LEAs) to use federal funds for programs – in particular, 
evidence-based programs - that advance the core goals of the law to prepare students for college and 
careers and to close achievement gaps.  To that end, ESSA creates important opportunities for you to adopt 
and expand International Baccalaureate (IB) programs in the pre-schools and elementary and secondary 
schools of your state.  As of May 2017, 7  public schools in your state offer 7 IB programs to their students.  
If you have not yet had an opportunity to see the great education that is being provided in these programs, 
we would love to schedule a visit for you.   
 
As discussed below and in the attachment, IB provides "evidence-based" programs, as defined in ESSA, that 
have a statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes, including programs in Title I schools.  
ESSA also recognizes the capacity of IB programs to help you achieve your objectives under the law by 
specifically referencing IB programs as an eligible use of ESSA funds in several of the law's provisions. 
 
IB provides uniquely comprehensive and academically rigorous programs across all grade levels that are 
designed to prepare students for college and careers and to foster students' personal development.  More 
than 4,000 schools provide IB programs serving more than one million students worldwide.  You can learn 
more about the four different IB programs and the many ways in which they are helping to close 
achievement gaps and prepare students for success in the Appendices and on our website 
(http://www.ibo.org/en/programs/). 
 
Consistent with requirements and opportunities in ESSA, the IB programs have “moderate” and “promising” 
evidence (as categorized by the Department of Education in connection with ESSA) that shows the 
effectiveness of the IB programs in relation to a series of student academic outcomes. For example, 
“moderate” evidence studies show that enrollment in the Diploma Program (DP) increases students’ 
likelihood to graduate from high school, and to enroll and persist in college (including at selective 4-year 
universities). Participation in the Middle Years Program (MYP) was found to increase students’ odds of taking 
college preparatory courses and exams while in high school, and of earning scores that makes them eligible 
for college-credit.  
 
Numerous studies also fit into the “promising” evidence category showing that DP and Career-Related 
Program (CP) graduates in the U.S. have consistently higher college enrollment and graduation rates when 
compared with the U.S. national averages. Moreover, results indicate that students who have participated 
in the MYP perform better than their non-MYP peers on DP exams and have higher levels of academic, 
behavioral, and emotional engagement in high school. At the Primary Years Program (PYP) level, studies 

http://www.ibo.org/en/programmes/
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indicate that positive instructional practices and student behaviors and activities occur more frequently in 
PYP classrooms when compared with non-PYP ones.   
 
Taken together, these findings indicate that enrollment in IB programs has excellent secondary and 
postsecondary outcomes for participating students, including low-income students, underrepresented 
minorities and disadvantaged youth. (For a list of studies that provide the evidence on the findings 
summarized above, please refer to the attached Selection of IB Studies in Appendix C).  
 
IB programs can help your state achieve your goals and are allowable uses of federal funds under several 
ESSA programs. In the interest of brevity, we do not discuss every ESSA program in this letter, but have 
included an explanation of the most promising opportunities as an appendix to this letter.  We would be 
happy to follow-up with you regarding any specific opportunities that may be of interest to you or to LEAs 
and schools, including charter schools, in your state. 
 
ESSA programs that may present the most significant opportunities for funding IB programs include Title I 
Schoolwide Programs, Title I Targeted Assistance Programs, Title I School Improvement funds, Direct Student 
Services, and Student Support and Academic Enrichment grants (for a more detailed explanation of these 
funding opportunities, please refer to Appendix A). These program funds can be used to launch new IB 
programs as well as to sustain and expand student access to existing IB programs.  Under each of these 
programs, eligible expenses may include— 

o the costs of enrolling in an IB program; 
o planning the program;  
o installing curriculum changes associated with the program;  
o examination fees for the program; and  
o training teachers and school leaders to effectively deliver the program. 

 
Other programs in ESSA may also be used to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II – Professional 
Development and the Charter Schools Program.  
 
We would welcome an opportunity to provide additional information about IB and to work with you in 
developing options for initiating and expanding IB programs in your State as a key strategy to enhance 
student achievement and close achievement gaps.  Please contact Bob Poole at bob.poole@ibo.org if you 
are interested in pursuing these discussions.  We are very excited about the opportunities ESSA provides for 
your leadership to advance a rigorous education that will help all students in New Hampshire prepare for 
college and careers. 

 
      Sincerely, 
 
       
 

 
Paul B. Campbell 
Head of Development and Outreach Services 
 
 

Cc: Federal liaison/Supervisor of Federal programs in the SEA or other key IB contact  
  

mailto:bob.poole@ibo.org
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Appendix A: Explanation of Opportunities in ESSA for Funding IB programs 
 

• Title I Schoolwide Programs.  Title I funds allocated to schoolwide programs are broadly available for 
educational activities designed to upgrade the school, including programs such as IB.  ESSA expressly lists IB 
programs as an authorized use of Title I funds in Schoolwide Programs.  A required school plan may include 
career and technical education programs (such as IB's Career-related program) and broadening secondary 
school students' access to coursework to earn postsecondary credit while still in high school (such as IB).   

 
• Title I Targeted Assistance Programs.  Title I funds also may be used for Title I-eligible students, in Title I 

Targeted Assistance Programs.  In the past, it was presumed that use of state and local resources to pay for 
non-Title I children to participate in a program such as IB – while using Title I funds to pay for Title I children 
to participate in the program – would violate a supplement-not-supplant (SNS) requirement in the law.  
However, ESSA has revised the SNS requirement so that it no longer applies to how costs or services within 
a school are paid, thus permitting new flexibility in how districts choose to support programs such as IB that 
may benefit both Title I and other children.     

 
Generally, decisions to use Title I funds for programs such as IB would be made at the LEA level 
and may be reflected in the LEA's Title I or Consolidated Application.    At the same time, there are 
opportunities for the SEA to steer local decisions through the state plan; in exercising their 
oversight role for the state's accountability system; by taking an aggressive leadership role with 
their LEAs; and in targeting state technical assistance on assisting LEAs in adopting IB programs. 

 
• Title I School Improvement. Title I funds reserved by the SEA for school improvement and sub-granted to LEAs 

are used to serve schools identified by the state for Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) – the 
lowest performing schools -- or Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) – schools with persistent 
achievement gaps -- provided for under the accountability provisions of ESSA.   
 
For each CSI and TSI school identified, the LEA must develop and implement -- for CSI schools -- a 
comprehensive support and improvement plan for the school to improve student outcomes and -- for TSI 
schools -- a plan for each group of students whose underperformance caused the school to be identified.  In 
both cases, the plan must  include evidence-based interventions meeting one of the three top definitional 
levels of "evidence-based" in the law — strong, moderate, or promising, each of which requires findings of a 
statistically significant effect on improving student outcomes.    
 
LEAs, in their School Improvement application to the SEA, may designate IB as a preferred school 
turnaround partner or gap-closing strategy for funding under the School Improvement program. 
 
Particularly because, as noted above, research on the outcomes of IB programs meets one of the 
highest three levels of evidence-based programs, as defined in ESSA, use of school improvement 
funds to support IB programs in CSI or TSI elementary or secondary schools is clearly appropriate.  
Given the SEA's oversight role for accountability and for supports and interventions in schools, state 
officials can play a leadership role in identifying IB as a recipient of these funds.  
 

• Direct Student Services.  ESSA authorizes states – following "meaningful consultation" with geographically 
diverse LEAs -- to reserve up to 3% of their allocation under Part A of Title I for Direct Student Services (DSS). 
The law expressly includes IB programs, including reimbursement of low income students to cover all or part 
of the costs of fees for IB exams, as authorized services under this federal grant program.  LEAs choose which 
types of DSS they will administer, and apply for a grant from the state.   

 
ESSA also authorizes use of these funds for career and technical education coursework  
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aligned with state academic standards and that leads to industry-recognized credentials that meet 
state criteria under the Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act.  IB's Career-related Program is 
perfectly aligned with this purpose. 
 
We encourage your agency to make the 3% set aside and to focus it on providing access to IB for 
students that currently lack access to such rigorous coursework. 
 

• Student Support and Academic Enrichment Grants.  Title IV of ESSA enacts a new program that authorizes 
student support and enrichment grants.  The purpose of the program is to improve students' academic 
achievement by increasing the capacity of States, LEAs, schools, and local communities to provide all students 
with a well-rounded education, among other purposes. 

 
This program lends itself well to the funding of IB programs.  The law expressly provides that the SEA 
may support LEAs in providing programs and activities that increase student access to accelerated 
learning programs that provide postsecondary level instruction and examinations that are accepted 
for credit at postsecondary institutions, including IB programs.  ESSA also expressly authorizes use 
of funds under this program to reimburse low-income students to cover all or part of the costs of 
accelerated learning examination fees, and this provision applies to IB programs.  As a new program, 
there is uncertainty at this time as to whether the Student Support and Academic Enrichment 
Program will be funded this fiscal year.  
 

Other programs in ESSA also may be used by SEAs and LEAs to fund IB programs, including Part A of Title II 
– Professional Development and the Charter Schools Program. 
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Appendix B: Description of IB programs 
 
The programs include— 

• The Primary Years Program, for children up to grade 5, in which students learn about and use knowledge, 
concepts, and skills to explore key interdisciplinary themes.  Over 500 schools currently provide these 
programs in the United States. 

• The Middle Years Program, for students in grades 6-10, which helps students make practical connections 
between their studies and the real world, culminates in a significant personal project, and prepares students 
to undertake the IB Diploma Program.  Over 600 schools currently provide these programs in the United 
States. 

• The Diploma Program for students in grades 11 & 12, an advanced curriculum made up of multiple subject 
groups and a theory of knowledge designed to bolster creativity;  a required research paper by each student; 
and a community service requirement.  Based on IB summative assessments that are internationally 
benchmarked and criterion-referenced, many colleges grant postsecondary credit for IB courses.  About 900 
schools currently provide these programs in the United States. 

• The Career-related Program (our newest program), for students in grades 11 & 12, which combines IB 
Diploma courses with school-based internships and other career-related education.  The program equips 
students to pursue further education or immediately to enter their chosen career path. Close to 100 schools 
currently provide these programs in the United States.     
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Appendix C: Selection of IB studies that provide evidence for the effectiveness of IB programs 
 
“Moderate” evidence studies (quasi-experimental study i.e., matched)  

• Coca, V, Johnson, D, Kelley-Kemple, T, Roderick, M, Moeller, E, Williams, N, and Moragne, K. (2012). Working 
to My Potential: Experiences of CPS Students in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. Chicago, 
IL, USA: The Consortium on Chicago School Research.  

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf   

o Full Report: http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-
experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate 

• Saavedra, AR. (2014). The Academic Impact of Enrollment in International Baccalaureate Diploma Programs: 
A Case Study of Chicago Public Schools. Teachers College Record, 116. 

o This is not on our website; article published in the TCR-see attached PDF  
• Higher Education Statistics Agency (HESA). (2016). International Baccalaureate students studying at UK higher 

education institutions: How do they perform in comparison with A level students? Bethesda, MD, USA. 
International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-
summary-eng-web.pdf 

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf 

• Wade, JH and Wolanin NL. 2015. A comparison of MYP and non-MYP students’ participation and performance 
in high school. Bethesda, MD, USA. International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-
summary-eng.pdf 

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-
performance-full-report.pdf 

 
“Promising” evidence studies (correlational study with statistical controls for selection bias) (selection focused on 
DP) 

• Bergeron, L. (2015). Diploma Programme students’ enrollment and outcomes at US postsecondary institutions 
2008–2014. Bethesda, MD, USA: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-
outcomes-us-en.pdf  

• Caspary, K. (2011). Postsecondary enrollment patterns of IB certificate and diploma candidates from US high 
schools. Research Brief. Menlo Park, CA, USA: SRI International. 

o Summary: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollme
ntpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf  

o Report: 
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearch
brief2011-04-06.pdf  

• Caspary, K., Woodworth, K., Keating, K., & Sands, J. (2015). International Baccalaureate National Trends for 
Low-income Students 2008-2014. Menlo Park: SRI Education. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf  
o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-

report-sri-en.pdf  
• Gordon, M, VanderKamp, E, Halic O. (2015). International Baccalaureate programs in Title I schools in the 

United States: Accessibility, participation and university enrollment. Bethesda, MD, USA: International 
Baccalaureate Organization. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf  
• Halic, O. (2013). Postsecondary Educational Attainment of IB Diploma Programme Candidates from US High 

Schools. Geneva, Switzerland: International Baccalaureate Organization. 

http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/cpsresearchsummaryfinal3-3-12.pdf
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://consortium.uchicago.edu/publications/working-my-potential-postsecondary-experiences-cps-students-international-baccalaureate
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa-summary-eng-web.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/hesa_final_report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-summary-eng.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/myp-participation-and-performance-full-report.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/dp-student-enrollment-outcomes-us-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/postsecondaryenrollmentpatternsofibcertificateanddiplomacandidates-usdomestic-2011.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/ibsuppdomesticresearchbrief2011-04-06.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/sri-research-brief-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/ib-and-low-income-students-report-sri-en.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/title-1-schools-research.pdf
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o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-
postsec-3eng-1.pdf  

o Report: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf  

 
• Sillisano, J. R. et. al. (2010). Evaluation of International Baccalaureate Programs in Texas schools.  College 

Station, Texas: State of Texas Education Research Center. 
o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-

research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf  
 

• Shah, S., Dean, M. & Chen, Y.C. (2010).  High school student engagement among IB and non-IB   students in 
the United States: A comparison study. Research Brief. Geneva: IBO. 

o Summary: http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-
research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf  

 
• Gordon, M. & Bergeron, L. (2015). The use of multilevel modeling and the level two residual file to explore the 

relationship between middle years programme student performance and diploma programme student 
performance. Social Science Research, 50, 147-163.  

o http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0049089X140020

http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/contentassets/d1c0accb5b804676ae9e782b78c8bc1c/researchbrief-postsec-3eng-1.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/dp/nscpostsecondaryfullreportfinal.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/pyp/evaluationofibprogramsintexasschools2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
http://www.ibo.org/globalassets/publications/ib-research/myp/highschoolstudentengagementamongibandnonibstudentsintheus2010.pdf
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