Legislature Takes Aim at Social Media Companies
This week, two bills were introduced that seek to regulate how teens interact with social media platforms. AB 1700, which would establish an eSafety Commission, and AB 1709, which would “age gate” social media platforms, are both being carried by a coalition of Legislators, many of whom have made kids’ online safety a top priority of their legislative work over the past several years.
 
The bipartisan group of authors, including Assembly Members Josh Lowenthal, David Alvarez, Rebecca Bauer-Kahan, Mia Bonta, Josh Hoover, Joe Patterson, and Buffy Wicks, appears to be modeling the legislation after laws that were recently enacted in Australia. Specifically, those laws banned social media accounts for minors under the age of 16 and also formed an independent entity to oversee companies that interact with minors online.
 
At this point, both bills are still what we refer to as “spot” bills, meaning they simply signal the intent of the authors to move legislation in the respective spaces, but do not yet contain substantive language. However, these bills, while likely to be some of the most significant vehicles in the space, will be part of a much larger discussion around not only online environments for minors, but also the increasingly ubiquitous use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies across all public and private sectors. To that end, several bills have also been introduced looking at regulating how consumers can control their data within AI platforms.
 
All of this is going to create substantial political tumult as major tech companies weigh in with their deep pockets. Meta, Google, OpenAI, and others will likely all throw their considerable political weight around as the legislature attempts to regulate them. We could also see powerful political players on the other side looking to push for more stringent regulations. Recently, when talking about AI protections for workers, President of the California Labor Federation and former Assembly Member, Lorena Gonzalez, said “It's time that the Governor listened to us… If he doesn't want to talk to us? Well, when he's on the campaign trail, he can talk to my colleagues around the nation.” It is early, but all of these dynamics are shaping up to make this one of the biggest and hotly debated topics this session.
 
What’s Next?
 
Language will be put into the two bills mentioned above in the coming weeks to more clearly flesh out their provisions. Additionally, members have until Friday, February 20 to introduce bills. We anticipate the bulk of the legislation this year to be introduced in the final week or so before that date. As we continue to see important bills come across the desk, we will keep you posted, as well as providing you with a full list of major bills once the introduction deadline has passed. In the meantime, please reach out with any questions you might have.
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