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How to Access 

CARES Funding to Support IB Programs 

in US Public Schools
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Association Support and a Collective Voice

Bob Poole
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Quick Overview: IB in the United States: 
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IB Schools in the United States

IB Schools in the US

Public Private

Qualify for Federal Funds

Over 40% Under 40%
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Federal Funding & US Schooling: A Historical Root

Elementary and Secondary Education Act 
(ESEA), 1965

Equal Opportunity & Outcomes

• Was a direct intervention by the Johnson 
Administration’s “War on Poverty” 
campaign and to further solidify the newly 
created Office of Civil Rights (1964) and 
uphold Brown v Board (1954)

• Original goal- which remains today - was 
to improve educational opportunity  and 
outcomes for students from lower-income 
families by providing federal funds to 
schools serving impoverished students

• "As the son of a tenant farmer, I know that 
education is the only valid passport from 
poverty."
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Federal Funding Response to C19

I. Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act (enacted March, 2020): $30B 
for Education

II. Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act (enacted 
December, 2020): $81B for Education 

III. American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act (enacted April, 2021): $168.75B for Education

Due to these Acts, significant federal funds are distributed to LEAs/Districts/Schools through the 
Elementary and Secondary School Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund
predominately, but not exclusively, for schools qualifying for federal Title funds 
(ESEA/ESSA)
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How it works:
Under ESSER (Elementary & Secondary Emergency Relief Fund), established in the Coronavirus Aid, 

Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 (March 27, 2020), and further funded 

under the Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations (CRRSA) Act, 2021, Pub. L. No. 

116-260 (December 27, 2020) and the American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act of 2021, Pub. L. No. 117-2 (March 

11, 2021), the U.S. Department of Education (Department) awarded grants to State educational

agencies (SEAs) for the purpose of providing local educational agencies (LEAs) that receive funds 

under part A of title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), including 

charter schools that are LEAs, with emergency relief funds to address the impact the COVID-19 

pandemic has had, and continues to have, on elementary and secondary schools across the

Nation.
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A Visual

Districts, Charters, & Private Schools 

ARP
ACT

CARES
ACT

CRRSA
ACT

Relief Fund by US DoE
(ESSER/ESEA)

State DoE
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ARP and the Elementary & Secondary School Emergency 
Relief (ESSER) Fund

Breakdown:

• $123 billion for K–12 state education 
agencies (including $800 million for homeless 
children) 

• 40 billion for institutions of higher 
education

• $2.75 billion to governors for private 
schools

• $3 billion for the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act
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ESSER, IB, & Equity
• Learning Loss

*What does the research really say?

• Inquiry 

• Rigor & Relevancy

• Social & Emotional

Bottom line for IB Schools: 
Any allowable use of funds under ESEA/Every 
School Succeeds Act (ESSA, 2015) is allowable 
under ESSER
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Support Tools for Sustaining & Growing IB Programmes
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Resources
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Support Tools for Sustaining & Growing IB Programmes
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Call to Action

Ways to Help

• Spread the Word about ESSER & the IB

• Distribute the Funding the IB Resource 
Guide 

• Your ideas concerning Associations, ESSER, 
& the IB?
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Questions and Dialogue

Bob Poole: Bob.Poole@ibo.org 

Robert Kelty: Robert.Kelty@ibo.org


