
Third Sunday of Easter
April 18, 2021

Online Observance 10:30 am

The Mission of St. Benedict’s 
St. Benedict’s is a welcoming community sharing and spreading Christ’s love  

through worship, education, fellowship and outreach. 



The Holy Eucharist
Liturgy of The Word

Opening Voluntary: 182 Hymnal 1982
Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing  Words: Brian A. Wren (b. 1936), rev.

Music: Truro, melody from Psalmodia Evangelica, Part II, 1789
harm. Lowell Mason (1792-1872), alt.
Setting by Michael Bedford (b. 1949)

Opening Acclamation (standing)
Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known and from you no secrets are hid:  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen.

Gloria:  S280   
Glory to God in the highest,
 and peace to his people on earth.
Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
 we worship you, we give you thanks,
 we praise you for your glory.
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world;
 have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father;
 receive our prayer.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
 Jesus Christ,
 with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Collect for the Day     
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray.
 
O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may 
behold him in all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen.  

The First Lesson  (seated)     
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles 3:12-19

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power 
or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has 
glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release 
him. But you rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the Author of life, 
whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, 
whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.



“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.”

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 4 Cum invocarem

1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; *
 you set me free when I am hard-pressed;
 have mercy on me and hear my prayer.

2 "You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; *
 how long will you worship dumb idols
 and run after false gods?"

3 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; *
 when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me.

4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; *
 speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.

5 Offer the appointed sacrifices *
 and put your trust in the Lord.

6 Many are saying, "Oh, that we might see better times!" *
 Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord.

7 You have put gladness in my heart, *
 more than when grain and wine and oil increase.

8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; *
 for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety.

The Epistle  
A reading from the first letter of John 3:1-7

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the world 
does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God's children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. 
What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure.

Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in 
him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one 
deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous.

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 24:13-35
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with 
each other about all these things that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near and went 
with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to them, “What are you discussing with each other while 
you walk along?” They stood still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only 
stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” 
They replied, “The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the people, 



and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that 
he was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took place. Moreover, some 
women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they 
came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish 
you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary that the Messiah should 
suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the 
things about himself in all the scriptures.

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he were going on. But they urged him strongly, 
saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he 
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. Then their eyes were opened, and they 
recognized him; and he vanished from their sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; 
and they found the eleven and their companions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he 
has appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he had been made known to them in the 
breaking of the bread.

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Reverend Jenna Strizak

The Nicene Creed (standing) 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and for 
our salvation he came down from heaven:  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and 
was made man. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life who proceeds from the Father and the Son. With the Father and the 
Son he is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to 
come.  Amen.

Prayers of the People Form V 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord, saying, "Lord, have mercy".

For the holy Church of God, that it may be filled with truth and love, and be found without fault at the day of your coming, we pray 
to you, O Lord. Lord, have mercy.

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, for Rob, our own Bishop, for all bishops and other ministers, and for all the holy people of God, 
we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who fear God and believe in you, Lord Christ, that our divisions may cease, and that all may be one as you and the Father are 
one, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the mission of the Church, that in faithful witness it may preach the Gospel to the ends of the earth, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, that a spirit of respect and forbearance may grow among nations and peoples, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For those in positions of public trust, that they may serve justice, and promote the dignity and freedom of every person, we pray 
to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor, the persecuted, the sick, and all who suffer; for refugees, prisoners, and all who are in danger; that they may be 
relieved and protected, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this congregation, that we may be delivered from hardness of heart, and show forth your glory in all that we do, we pray to 
you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have commended themselves to our prayers; for our families, friends, and neighbors; that being freed from anxiety, 
they may live in joy, peace, and health. We pray especially for Eric Rutherford; Maria Lema; Christine Reed; Ginny Swan; Josephine 
Ogundipe; William and Gloria Albertson; Jack, Mimi and Michael Jones; Moss; Natascha Lema; Judi Michalek; Matthew Mayo; 
George Blake; Marshall Chiles; Dawn Holt; The Megargee family; Mak Yost; Mack Taylor; Laura Wessels; Bob Faulkender; Chris 
Higgins; Leslie Ennis; Pete Webb; Lee Bowen; Michael Hale; Betty Reichenberg. We pray to you, O Lord. 
Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the communion of your Church, especially Jack Jones; Jeanne DeBuys Eason; Gloria Stone; Jeanne Phillips; 
Betty O’Boyle; Myrtle Elsner; and those whose faith is known to you alone, that, with all the saints, they may have rest in that 
place where there is no pain or grief, but life eternal, we pray to you, O Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the ever-blessed Virgin Mary, blessed Benedict and all the saints, let us commend ourselves, and one 
another, and all our life to Christ our God.
To you, O Lord our God.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.
 
The Peace (standing) 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.

Offertory:  207 Hymnal 1982
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today Words: Latin, 14th cent.; tr. Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt. St. 4, Charles Wesley (1707-1788)
St. Benedict’s Parish Choir  Music: Easter Hymn, from Lyra Davidica, 1708

adapt. The Compleat Psalmodist, 1749, alt., desc. Hymns Ancient and Modern, Revised, 1950
Alternate setting by Marshall S. Barnhouse, III

The Holy Communion
The Great Thanksgiving (standing)
Eucharistic Prayer B
 



It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and 
earth. But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true 
Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by 
his rising to life again he has won for us everlasting life.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing 
this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
 Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
 Hosanna in the highest.
 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in the calling of Israel 
to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in 
these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have 
delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin 
into righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave 
it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is 
my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and 
this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and 
his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, 
with the Blessed Virgin Mary, Blessed Benedict, and with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us,we are bold to say: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,
    hallowed be thy Name,
    thy kingdom come,
    thy will be done,
        on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
    as we forgive those
        who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
    but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
    and the power, and the glory,
    for ever and ever. Amen.



The Breaking of the Bread 
After the Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread, a period of silence is kept.
 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

The Communion of the People

Post Communion Prayer (standing) 
Let us pray

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

 
Easter Blessing  
The God of peace, who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great Shepherd of the sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant: make you perfect in every good work to do his will, working in you that which is well-pleasing in 
his sight. And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen.

The Dismissal                        
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Closing Hymn:  460 Hymnal 1982
Alleluia! Sing to Jesus, verses 1 & 3-4  Words: William Chatterton Dix (1837-1898)

Music: Hyfrydol, Rowland Hugh Prichard (1811-1887)
Last verse setting by Marshall S. Barnhouse, III


