
 

 

 

The  Grapevine   

“I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my  Father  is  the  vine grower.”              

        (John 15:1) 
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As the calendar turns over from November to December, our area still 
looks like late autumn. However, we know it will start looking a lot more 
like Christmas before long. In the meantime,  there are plans for concerts 
and parties, gatherings with family and friends, a flurry of baking and 
shopping for the perfect gifts.  
 

In a culture where we are more likely to be greeted with Happy Holidays 
than Merry Christmas, how do we prepare for the celebration of the birth of 
our Savior? How can Christians move beyond the commercialization of 
Christmas? 
 

The church season of Advent helps us focus on the reason for the season. 
We have the lighting of the Advent wreath candles each week. Worship 
services in December are filled with familiar Scripture readings and 
beautiful music focused on the message at the center of Christmas. Make sure to make worship a 
priority this month! 
 

Have a nativity (creche) scene displayed in a central place in your home. Do alternative giving, 
making a donation to a mission project like Presbyterian Missions (presbyteriangifts.org) or Heifer 
Project (heifer.org). Both have “gift catalogs” and will provide a gift card that explains the donation 
you gave in the someone’s name. Give a gift of your time or make a gift that will be remembered 
long after a gift from the mall or Amazon.  
 

For someone who has experienced a loss in the past year, December can be a difficult time. There 
is much said about joy but if you have experienced loss of any kind, joy is absent. Remember that 
you have a community of people here at church willing to help you through the sadness that can 
arise this month. 
 

In the midst of preparations for Christmas, do not lose track of how God comes to us. As we draw 
closer to Christmas Eve, focus on the coming of Emmanuel, God with us.  
 

Lord, by your presence, light up the past that we might learn from it with thankfulness. 
Light up the present that we might live in it with love. 

Light up the future that we might prepare for it in hope. 
As we watch and wait and pray, may we be always ready to encounter  

the Lord who is already and always with us. Amen. 
 

(Prayer from Candles and Conifers, Ruth Burgess, Wild Goose Publications, Iona, Scotland) 
 

                                                                                                                      - Pastor Carol Reed 

http://www.plymouthpc.org


 

 

Thank You, Ladies! 

Thank you to Sandy Hawley for creating a new 

Advent wreath for us. It includes driftwood from 

their cabin in Canada. Sandy also created a 

new Advent banner, and Janet Menary quilted 

it. 

 

 

 

PPC volunteers had a fun time volunteering 

at IOCP November 29.  Next PPC volunteer 

date will be Wednesday, January 31, at 5:15-

7:00pm. Work will most likely be sorting 

donations in the resale area.  We are in 

need of 10 volunteers. Sign-up link:  

https://iocp.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/

PlymouthPresbyterian/ 

 Per Capita Payment Reminder 

The 2023 per capita amount, which funds 
our presbytery, synod, and general 
assembly, is $37.50 per member. If you have 
not donated for 2023, please consider doing 
so in December. Thank you! 

Christmas Joy Offering 

December 3-December 24 

By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, 

you honor God's gift of Jesus Christ by 

providing assistance to current and retired 

church workers in their time of need and 

developing our future leaders at 

Presbyterian-related schools and colleges 

equipping communities of color. 

You can give with special envelopes or 
indicate this special offering with your 
online donation. 

The Presbyterian Earth Care group 

suggests some ways to support our 

environment while we celebrate Christmas: 

• Gift wrap can be fabric, old National 

Geographic maps, shopping bags, 

scarves, dish towels, the comics 

sections from the newspaper. 

• Eco-friendly feasts can be sourced 

through local farmers with sustainable 

meat and produce. Focusing on the 

sides means less meat is consumed. 

• Real Christmas trees means no plastic in 

the landfill. Find farms who grow 

sustainably and discard in composting 

facilities or other ecological options. 

• LED holiday lights consume up to 90% 

less electricity.  

• Have a swap party where you exchange 

things you already own. 

• Donate to OneTreePlanted.org which is 

committed to reforesting within local 

communities. 

• Seek out mission-driven companies such 

as Origins (skin care), GrubMarket (Local 

food connector), TriNordic (outdoor 

gear), Farm Rio (fashion), Browne Family 

Wines, Melissa & Doug (children’s toys), 

ASICS (athletic shoes), Noble Oak & Flor 

de Cana (alcohol brands), House of 

Marley (music), Woodwick Candles 

(scented).  

 https://presbyearthcare.org/
 sustainable-holidays/ 
 

(From Suzy Robertson and the mission 

team) 

Services on December 24 

Regular Morning Worship - 9:30am 

Christmas Eve Service - 4:00pm 

https://iocp.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/PlymouthPresbyterian/
https://iocp.volunteerhub.com/vv2/lp/PlymouthPresbyterian/
https://presbyearthcare.org/sustainable-holidays/
https://presbyearthcare.org/sustainable-holidays/


 

 

 Bloom Early Learning Board 

Opportunity 

Do you have a passion for 

supporting quality early 

learning opportunities for 

families in Plymouth and 

surrounding neighborhoods? 

Are you interested in volunteering your 

time and talent to a fantastic non-profit 

organization?  

Are you committed to improving life for 

our community’s children? 

  

If so, you might be the perfect fit to join 

the Board of Directors of Bloom Early 

Learning, a non-profit childcare and early 

learning center with two sites in 

Plymouth.  We have a Board opening for a 

three year-term and are looking for 

qualified candidates for the Board and our 

Board committees.  Ours is a working 

Board as we support this small but mighty 

nonprofit with over 20 years of providing 

equitable access to exceptional early 

learning and care so children and families 

thrive and find pathways out of poverty. 

  

Discover more about Bloom by engaging in 
our website at https://
www.bloomearlylearning.org/. 
  

If you have questions, contact: 

Rachelle Holm, Executive Director:  

rachelle.holm@bloomearlylearning.org 

David Robertson, Nominations Committee 
Chair:  David_robertson@cargill.com 

Penny Blankenship, Board Member: 
pbkenship@gmail.com 

Bloom is collecting toys for the city of 
Plymouth toy drive. Information is available 
through the church office or flyers in the 
Narthex. Donations are due December 11. 

Calling All Plymouth Presbyterian 

Christmas Carolers!   

We are planning to bring good cheer and 

song to two senior living homes in our 

neighborhood the weekend of December 16, 

17. Save the date! 

On Saturday, December 16, we plan to sing 

for the memory care unit at about 2pm and 

then possibly stroll through the hallways at 

SummerWood Presbyterian Homes. Then on 

Sunday, December 17, following their 1:30 

worship hour, we will sing carols for 

residents at Cornerstone Assisted Living 

about 2:30pm. Rick & Sally Ackerman live 

here and hope to join us.  

Sandwiches for Food Shelf 

Nov 19 we made 320 sandwiches with the 
help of the PPC congregation.  These were 
delivered to Groveland Food Shelf within 
Plymouth Congregational Church for the 
food insecure.   We hope with your participa-
tion, to make this a more frequent Mission 
activity in 2024! If this is an activity you'd 
like to be involved in the planning for in the 
future, please reach out to Belinda Hollman 
or Jan Lillemo.  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.bloomearlylearning.org/__;!!ETL5SZvLnA!4DjsyRzg_sZF6Dzl40d2hKspjoBGE0cVIi8iFtIHiPPQIBoRC4zVYJHmH25VCRQXpFBubgU1ASngEXdbZwkFCm0XMn6DaJSKjSFIzCYH$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.bloomearlylearning.org/__;!!ETL5SZvLnA!4DjsyRzg_sZF6Dzl40d2hKspjoBGE0cVIi8iFtIHiPPQIBoRC4zVYJHmH25VCRQXpFBubgU1ASngEXdbZwkFCm0XMn6DaJSKjSFIzCYH$
mailto:rachelle.holm@bloomearlylearning.org
mailto:David_robertson@cargill.com
mailto:pbkenship@gmail.com


 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

  

Pastor Carol’s Office Hours 

Pastor Carol will be in the office 

Tuesday through Thursday, 9am to 

1pm. She is off on Mondays. For 

an appointment with Carol, please 

contact her at 

pastor@plymouthpc.org.  

Please send any announcements 

and information for the bulletin to 

office@plymouthpc.org  by the 

end of day on Tuesday.  

PLYMOUTH  
PRESBYTERIAN 

 CHURCH 
3755 Dunkirk Lane N. 
Plymouth, MN 55446 

Prayer Chain 

To ask for prayers of the Plymouth prayer chain, 

send a message to:  

PPCprayerchain@plymouthpc.org.  

Alternatively, feel free to contact Pastor Carol:  

Pastor@plymouthpc.org or contact 

Office@plymouthpc.org.  

If you would like to join the prayer chain, contact 

Loni Gradick or the Church Office.  

  News From the Deacons… 

Sometimes life throws you a curve ball. Maybe it is 

a sudden need for car repair and you need that car 

to get to your job. But this time, for whatever 

reason, there is no money to use. 

The Deacons keep monies available to help 

families in situations like this one and others. If 

there becomes a need, you can contact the Pastor 

who will make the necessary arrangements. It is 

done on an anonymous basis. 

Often, people hesitate to ask for help for a number 

of reasons. But our Deacons wanted the 

congregation to know about this part of the 

Deacon’s mission to serve the Church community. 

New Office Staff 

Please welcome Tia Becker as our new 

Administrative Assistant. She will be working 

eight hours a week. We also welcome Diedra 

Becker, who is joining our staff as backup for 

times when Tia needs to study for finals or has a 

big project coming up.  

We are grateful to Renee Christensen for her work 
as Administrative Assistant. Her last day with 
Plymouth Presbyterian is December 29. In 
addition to her regular duties, she worked with 
Carol, and others, on the Mission Study and 
created/added most of the graphics and pictures 
in the Study. Please join us in wishing her well as 
she pursues new opportunities. 

Pastor Search Update 

The Mission Study has been 

submitted to the Presbytery and 

we are ready to start the process 

of finding people to serve on the 

Pastor Nominating Committee. If 

you would like to nominate 

someone or you are interested, 

please let Pastor Carol know. 

There will be a meeting of all 

interested people to discern who is 

called to serve on this important 

committee.   

mailto:pastor@plymouthpc.org
mailto:PPCprayerchain@plymouthpc.org

