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                                                                                                                  The  
Grapevine 
               “I  am  the  true  vine,   
                                 and  my  Father  is  the  

From:    Rev.  Jeff Foels, 
 

Dear PPC friends, 

I am looking forward to being 
back with you all next week, and 
celebrating the Fourth  Sunday 
of Advent and Christmas Eve 
with all of you. The past few 
weeks have gone by so fast and 
so slow - I can see why there’s a 
parenting podcast called “The 
Longest  Shortest Time.”  With 
late night feedings and learning 

which cry means which need and innumerable diaper 
changes, it feels like time has been moving like molasses.  
It also feels like it was yesterday that Kelly started labor 
on Sunday evening, and we went into the hospital in the 
small hours of Monday morning - where has the time 
gone?  Yet I almost can’t remember exactly how life 
went without our darling Mari! 

This is a season where we lift up a similar sense of time 
warp in our faith life together.  In Advent,  we feel time 
expand so that we are included in the waiting for the 
promised savior.  In Christmas, we feel time concentrate 
to a moment of the greatest joy in the world.  We set 
aside our time to live a little in God’s time, to take a view 
of the world that is simultaneously eternal and in which 
every single moment is one of incarnation, of God being 
born with us anew.  

I am looking forward to seeing you all again at church in 
the week to come,  even as I wish I could pause time to 
savor our little baby forever.  

Thank you all for the gift of time  - given to me to be 
here with my family, given to the church in this past 
year,  given to others as we give thanks to God for the 
time of our lives.  

 

See you soon, 

Jeff 

The  Grapevine  “I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my  Father  is  the  vinegrower.” 

                             John  15:1 

Calendar for December 15-31 
 
 

Sunday, December 16 

 9:30 a.m. Advent III Worship– Rev. Dr. Jeff 

  Japinga,  guest  preacher 

10:45 a.m. Prayer Chain Group 

 7:30 p.m. PPC Outing to “Miracle at   

  Christmas Lake” 
 

Wednesday, December 19 

 9:30 a.m. GIFT Group Breakfast 

1:00 p.m. Book Club 

7:00 p.m. Building and Grounds 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 

Friday, December 21 

12:00 p.m. GRAPEVINE DEADLINE 
 

Sunday, December 23 

 9:30 a.m. Advent IV Worship- Rev. Jeff  

  Foels 
   

Monday, December 24—CHRISTMAS EVE 

 9:00 a.m. Church Office Closed All Day 

 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Family Service 

 9:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 

Tuesday, December 25—CHRISTMAS DAY 

 9:00 a.m. Church Office Closed All Day 
 

Wednesday, December 26 

11:00 a.m. GIFT Meeting Cancelled 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal Cancelled 
  

Sunday, December 30 

 9:30 a.m. Worship 
 

Monday, December 31—NEW YEAR’S EVE 

12:00 p.m. Church Office Closed At Noon 
 

Tuesday, January 1—Have a Happy New Year ! 
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Chuck Slocum will be reading his annual Christmas  

story during worship Sunday, December 23rd.  

Christmas services will be at 4:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. 

on Christmas Eve. 

 Bloom Early Learning  and 

Child Care at Plymouth   

Presbyterian Church 
 
 

As you know, we anticipate 

opening Bloom Early     

Learning and Child Care in 

May 2019. But you don’t 

have to wait to get involved!   Volunteer  today! 
 

 

• Quilters needed! We provide every child 

who comes to Bloom with a hand-made 

quilt to wrap them in love. Start now!  We 

can share samples of what others have 

made to show  the size. 
 

• Join the 

Marketing    

Committee 

We 

especially 

need 

people             

experienced in marketing,  public relations,  

social media,  writing,  videography and 

photography.  Share your talents with us! 
 

• Join the Friends of Bloom committee to       

develop and maintain strong ties between 

Bloom  and  PPC. 
 

• Sign up for one-time volunteer activities,  

such as stuffing envelopes or providing hos-

pitality at an event. 

 

For more information and to sign up, please contact 

Melissa Musliner,  Bloom Executive Director, at 

melissa@bloomearlylearning.org  or  612-325-2077. 

our own individual spiritual giving and join it         

together with all the rest of the congregation,  like 

,  when we gather  

together to commit to God and one another for the 

coming year: a chance to celebrate joining together, 

and the wonderful work of PPC in our lives and the 

Bring your 2019 pledge to worship on     

Sunday, December 23rd, we will welcome new  

members, Mary Frances and Bill Stoneburg to    

Plymouth Presbyterian Church. Please help us       

welcome them, as they  

officially join our church      

family! 
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Christmas Joy Offering-   PPC will take the Presbyterian 

Church USA’s annual special offering for Christmas 

Joy this Sunday through the end of the year.  All 

monies will support current and retired church  

workers when they have specific needs and will     

encourage our future leaders and communities of 

color through programs at Presbyterian-related 

schools and colleges.  Look for envelopes and inserts 

in your pews.     Thank you. 

 

The Mission Committee 

Suzy Robertson and  Kyle Larson 

 

The Word became Flesh 

An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of Common     

Worship   (Geneva Press, 2003, 92-93) 

What is “Christmas”? It is three words: God in flesh; 

or four syllables: in-car-na-tion. The Gospel according 

to John (1:14) tells us, “The Word became flesh and 

lived among us, … full of grace and truth.” Christmas 

proclaims that God has come in flesh, has come “to 

save us all from Satan’s power.” Christmas celebrates 

far more than a birthday; Christmas acclaims the   

advent of messianic salvation. Christ was sent among 

us in order to save us. … 

What we pay homage to at Christmas, therefore, is 

that the ultimate fulfillment of God’s saving purpose 

begins with the birth of Jesus, the messianic Savior. 

God’s only Son is born among us in order to save the 

world. This is the message of Christmas. 

From the beginning of time, God’s saving purpose 

has been at work. God has raised up the seed of 

Abraham, including Moses and Gideon and Samson 

and John the Baptist. Through all these generations, 

God has been faithfully at work raising persons to 

bring us the Davidic Messiah, the messianic King, the 

Son of the Most High who will ascend the throne of 

David. Through all of human history, God has been 

bringing forth Jesus Christ. Now through the birth of 

the Savior, God’s purpose will be fulfilled. God has 

acted to save God’s people. The Christ child is born 

for the saving of the world. 

 

 

   A Million Thanks, to All of 

   our Church Office Angels!  

   You have Blessed us with 

   your service and we    

   couldn’t do it without all 

   of you!! God Bless You, 



  

 Update on Bloom Early Learning  

It’s fun to be in advent awaiting the birth 
of Jesus while we celebrate the new life of    
Mari Joy and also await the arrival of 
Bloom children in May!  Here’s the latest 
from those who are working with dedica-

tion to create this mutual mission between PPC and Bloom.  

~Penny Blankenship and Suzy Robertson are in close touch 
with the Bloom Expansion team, which meets weekly,    
keeping tabs on all the necessary tasks.  

~There are at least 20 applications for the director’s          
position. Bloom hopes to make a decision by mid-December 
with a January start date. The director will hire the assistant 
director and they will start hiring teachers.  

~The application for a state license has been submitted. 

~A Bloom supporter offered a $25,000 matching grant, 
which has been matched!  $440,000 has been pledged over 
three years, $15,000 over Bloom’s goal. So many people are 
happy to give to this great cause of helping all children be 
ready for kindergarten. 

~The lease between PPC and Bloom is progressing, and the 
goal is to have it signed by the end of the year, so             
construction can begin in January.  

~Bloom is exploring plans for an eco-playground to be      
located adjacent to our existing one.  Their playground will 
be fenced in and for their use during program hours.  

~Session has reviewed the draft of the site plan.  A copy of 
the plan will be displayed in the narthex for members to 
view in December.  The $10,000 Presbytery grant money will 
be applied towards the cost of the new ovens. 

~Melissa  Musliner and Interfaith Outreach’s, LaDonna Hoy, 
will identify scholarship families (50%) for our site. The   
marketing strategy for full-pay children (50%) is nearly 
ready, and there are multiple families who have expressed 
interest.      Please continue to pray for this venture and to 
bring any concerns to Penny or Suzy. 

 

People  Of  Plymouth  -    (POP) 

 

• Chuck Slocum recently posted in the Star Tribune,  an article entitled: "Keeping it simple, and 

other tips for getting it right in business".  

 

(If you hear of one of our members simply being awesome, we want to celebrate it in our People 
of Plymouth section. Please let us know at  office@plymouthpc.org ) 

Plymouth Presbyterian 
Church would like to 
thank the Jerry Leaf  
family for the beautiful          
Conversation Tables   
recently added to the 
narthex as a memorial to 
Jerry. 
Jerry and his family were 
founding members of 

PPC and Jerry was very active in the church. The 
Conversation Tables remind us of the giving 
person Jerry was and how he enjoyed getting to 
know everyone in the church over a cup of 
coffee and some cookies. 
 

It is clear after the first Sunday introduction of 
the Conversation Tables 
that they are a big hit 
and will be for years to 
come. 
 

A dedication took place 
last Sunday, December 
13th, during worship 
hour. 

Calling a congregational meeting 

for Sunday, January 6th, 2019 

immediately following worship 

to elect our new class of Elders 

and Deacons. 

mailto:office@plymouthpc.org


  

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

Sympathy to Melody and Mark Baker 

and family on the death of Melody’s 

mother, Louis Yauchzy. 

The Church Office 

will be closed        

December 24th and 

25th and at noon on   

December 31st, and 

all day January 1st. 

 
 

Personnel Committee 

The purpose of the           

Personnel Committee is “to 

assist the Session in fulfilling 

its responsibilities to persons 

employed by the church and 

to provide counsel, support 

and help to the church staff.” We meet with staff 

members regularly to share positive comments and 

to head off any concerns before they grow into  

something larger. We encourage members and 

friends of PPC to share their observations, either   

favorable or unfavorable, about a member of the PPC 

staff with one of the three members of the Personnel 

Committee, Mark Baker, Carla Bahls or Dale     

Thompson.  We will handle your comments with    

discretion.  

Plans for Jeff’s Family Leave -Jeff’s Terms of Call     

include eight (8) weeks of Family Leave. This is    

standard Presbytery procedure. Because baby Mari 

Joy was born so close to Christmas, Jeff opted, and 

Session approved, a mixed plan for his eight (8) 

weeks. When this Grapevine is published on            

December 15,  Jeff will have enjoyed four (4) weeks of 

Family Leave. He will be returning to work, on a part-

time basis, the week of December 17. Starting that 

week, he will be available for Pastoral Care Coverage 

and for the January Session meeting. At this time, he    

anticipates working two days in the office and doing 

Pastoral Visits. He will be preaching every other     

Sunday morning as well as attending necessary 

meetings. Jeff will be preaching the Fourth Sunday of 

Advent, December 23, and at both Christmas Eve   

services.  

Sometime in January or February, Jeff, Kelly and Mari 

Joy will be traveling to visit family. Jeff will be gone a 

week. Jeff is also planning to take a full week of    

Family Leave when Kelly goes back to work. This 

means Jeff will be back at PPC full time sometime in 

February. 

If you have questions about Jeff’s Family Leave Time 

please contact Carla Bahls, the Chair of the Personnel 

Committee. 



  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

The angel said,  “Do not be afraid;  for see—I am bringing you good 

news of great joy for all the people:  to you is born this day in the city 

of David a Savior,  who is the Messiah,  the Lord.  This will be a sign for 

you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a    

manger.”  And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 

heavenly host,  praising God and saying,  “Glory to God in the highest 

heaven,  and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

Luke 2:10-14 


