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                                                                                                                  The  
Grapevine 
               “I  am  the  true  vine,   
                                 and  my  Father  is  the  

 

From:    Rev.  Jeff Foels, 

On March 6th, we will begin our 
Lenten journey as a church       
community. Lent is a season of the  
church year, centered on prayer, 
devotion, and self-examination, 
made up of the forty days leading 
up to Easter (plus the six Sundays, 

left uncounted in those forty days. If you’re giving up 
chocolate for Lent, you can make the call as to whether 
those Sundays count). There’s not a deep tradition of 
fasting in the Presbyterian church, a residue of Calvinist 
rejection of some of the facets of Catholic observation. 
All the same, fasting - “are you giving something up for 
Lent?” - has made its way into our Lenten practice. 

In truth, there are lots of ways that foregoing something 
or taking up something new is a perfect thing to do in 
Lent. We can follow Christ's example of fasting and     
going into the wilderness to pray by taking up such     
actions in our own life. A new daily walk, a moment 
alone, driving without the radio, a cup of tea while 
watching the birds -  these are avenues for us to make 
room for prayer and contemplation into our daily lives. 

If these don’t strike a chord within you, do you have a 
common daily routine that could be shaken up in such a 
way as to lead you to prayer and contemplation? Tying a 
moment of prayer to a mundane moment - putting on 
our shoes, turning off the car - can be a way of             
interrupting our lives to open the door a bit to God. 

And of course, we can gather in worship. We will be 
gathering on Wednesday evenings  for a time of         
community and fellowship, followed by a short Lenten 
service. This year, we’ll be thinking of the metaphor of a 
seed, as we consider the ways we prepare soil, plant 
seed, water and nourish, watch for the light and look for 
the growth in our own lives during Lent. Come and join 
us! 

Peace to you in this Lenten season,   

Jeff 

The  Grapevine  “I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my  Father  is  the  vinegrower.” 

                             John  15:1 

 

Calendar for March 1—15 

Friday, March 1 

10:30 a.m. Bloom Construction Meeting 
 

Sunday, March 3 

 9:30 a.m. Worship– Communion 

10:45 a.m. Worship Ministry Meeting 
 

Tuesday, March 5 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 

Wednesday, March 6—Ash Wednesday 

 9:30 a.m. GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) Group 

 6:30 p.m. Confirmation 

 7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service 
 

Friday, March 8 

10:30 a.m. Bloom Construction Meeting 
 

Saturday, March 9 

 9:00 a.m. Quilting Bee 

 9:30 a.m. Baker’s Club 
 

Sunday, March 10  daylight savings time begins 

 9:30 a.m. Worship 

10:45 a.m. Youth Mission Trip Meeting 

12:00 p.m. Grapevine Deadline 

 

Monday, March 11 

 7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
 

Tuesday, March 12 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 
 

Wednesday, March 13 

11:00 a.m. GIFT Group to SummerWood 

 6:00 p.m. Lenten Supper 

 6:30 p.m. Lenten Service 

 6:30 p.m. Confirmation 

 7:00 p.m. Deacon’s Meeting 
 

Friday March 15 

10:30 a.m. Bloom Construction Meeting 
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Bloom Early Learning  and 

Child Care at Plymouth   

Presbyterian Church 
 
 

As you know, we anticipate 

opening Bloom Early     

Learning and Child Care in 

May 2019. But you don’t 

have to wait to get involved!   Volunteer  today! 
 
 

 

• Quilters needed! We provide every child 

who comes to Bloom with a hand-made 

quilt to wrap them in love. Start now! We 

can share samples of what others have 

made to show the size. 
 

 

• Join the Marketing Committee. We            

especially need people experienced in    

marketing,  public relations,  social media,  

writing, videography and photography.  

Share your talents with us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Join the Friends of Bloom committee to       

develop and maintain strong ties between 

Bloom  and  PPC. 
 

• Sign up for one-time volunteer activities,  

such as stuffing envelopes or providing    

hospitality at an event. 

 

For more information and to sign up, please contact 

Melissa Musliner,  Bloom Executive Director, at 

melissa@bloomearlylearning.org  or  612-325-2077. 

our own individual spiritual giving and join it         

together with all the rest of the congregation,  like 

,  when we gather  

together to commit to God and one another for the 

coming year: a chance to celebrate joining together, 

and the wonderful work of PPC in our lives and the 

Bring your 2019 pledge to worship on     

The New Bloom Early Learning Center will be located 

@Highway 55 and Rockford Road 

PPC NEW SIGN STATUS 

Our Goal is to have the sign installed, powered up 

and programmed to display an Easter message by    

April 1st. 

At the beginning of 

Lent, we are reminded 

that our possessions, 

our rulers, our empires, 

our projects, our       

families and even our 

lives do not last forever. 

“You are dust, and to 

dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). The liturgies 

throughout Lent try to pry loose our fingers, one by 

one, from presumed securities and plunge us into       

unknown baptismal waters, waters that turn out to 

be not only our death tomb but surprisingly our 

womb of life. Rather than falling back into         

nothingness, we fall back on everlasting arms. 

Death? How can we fear what we have already  

undergone in baptism?  

Sunrise and sunset will be 

about 1 hour later on 

March 10, 2019 than the 

day before. There will be 

more light in the evening. 

mailto:melissa@bloomearlylearning.org
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It’s winter in Minnesota and cabin fever has set in. 

Here is the cure for you! Join us and others from 

Bloom Early Learning at the Twin Cities hottest new 

sports venue, TOPGOLF, for an afternoon of    

friendly competition and friend-raising. 

 

Bloom Winter Golf Friend-Raiser 

TopGolf, 6420 N. Camden Ave,  

Brooklyn Center, MN 

Sunday, March 17, 2019 

3:00 p.m.– 6:00 p.m. 
 

•    Tournament play in climate controlled  

  bays 

•    Buffet dinner and drinks 

•    Special $10,000 Hole-In-One contest 

 

Fun for beginners and advanced golfers 

•    Never played golf? No problem. 

•    Don’t own clubs? Don’t worry; we’ll     

  provide them. 

•    Like having fun with lots of friends/ This 

  is the place to be. 

 

This isn’t a fundraiser—Register today! 

 

Go to www.bloomearlylearning.org/whats-new or 

call 612-325-2077 to sign up for the Bloom Winter 

Golf Friend-Raiser.  Cost per person is $75 and      

includes three hours of golf, fun, buffet dinner and 

drinks.  Be a friend and invite your friends to tee it 

up with you on March 17th  (St. Patrick’s Day). 

 

 

Per capita means “for 

each person”. 

Presbyterian per capita 

means “for each     

member” on the Active 

Roll. When you joined 

the church and when 

your daughters and 

sons were confirmed, 

the names were placed on the Active Roll. The per 

capita assessment levied by the larger church counts 

every member on that roll, whether or not she or he 

is still living at home or attending any church. When 

they are in college or working in another state it is 

easy to forget them when considering the per capita 

payment. Plymouth Presbyterian Church’s per  capita 

responsibility this year is $35.70 for each person in 

your family on the Active Member roll. We invite 

members of the congregation to contribute the 

amount of their per capita, and we include a blue 

envelope in the offering envelope box for that      

purpose.  

If you know that a family member now                    

living elsewhere does not intend to return,              

you can check with the Clerk of Session for              

her or his membership status by e-mailing to:  

clerkofsession@plymouthpc.org - Changes now in 

the membership do not affect the assessment until 

2021. 

Lenten Wednesdays  

Join us midweek during 

Lent for a simple soup 

supper at 6 p.m.,         

followed by a short    

service of worship at 

6:30 p.m. As we gather, we will be thinking of the 

journey through Lent as we consider the metaphor 

of a seed - preparing, planting, watering, seeking 

the light, growing, and blooming. Take up this    

Lenten practice together as we grow in community 

with each other. 

mailto:clerkofsession@plymouthpc.org


  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

purchase  items  that  will  be  needed,   from  sippy  

cups to rocking chairs.  Watch the bulletin and     

posters for links to registries coming soon. If you have 

any questions please contact Abby Larson.  

We will be holding quilting bees in order to help 

make the signature homemade napping quilts that 

Bloom children receive.  All can attend and help!  

Watch for further announcements or let Janet 

Menary know that you are interested. 
 

For those interested in a little adventure, there’s the 

TopGolf Friend-Raiser on March 17th from 3-6pm. 

It’s a chance to experience golfing outside in climate  

controlled bays with free buffet and drinks. The point 

is to raise awareness of Bloom’s mission. Thirty      

dollars of the $75 cost goes to Bloom and the rest to 

your fun day. There are six people to a bay if you 

want to get a group together. 

Thank you. Penny and Suzy 

 

It’s time for Minnesota          

Sandwich Project (formally 363) 

again! 

Actually, with our camaraderie and 

our many hands, we make sandwiches after church 

for The Sandwich Project of Minnesota. Isn’t that 

amazing? 

The sandwiches will be distributed to hungry people 

on the 363 days of the year except for Thanksgiving 

and Christmas, when so many people are already    

involved in that cause. 

Save the date Sunday, April 7th and plan to stay and 

be part of the fun. 

Donations are welcome and Mission funds the rest.  

Kyle Larson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bloom Early Learning Update 

Things are moving along, making it 

exciting as we see that all this      

planning will be bringing 46 children 

into our building for nurturing and growth! 
 

The lease will be signed, and once our lender (PILP) 

grants permission, the construction will begin.    

Slated for Friday, February the 15th, the first work 

will be done in the classrooms. The site plan is   

posted on the bulletin board in the hallway.        

Construction dates will be posted, too. Please feel 

free to approach Penny Blankenship or Suzy Robert-

son with questions. We appreciate your flexibility. 
 

Audrey Heavens, our Center Director, will be    

working in the offices as she gets started finding 

prospective families and teachers. Please spread  

the word that Bloom is hiring an assistant director 

and teaching staff. And Bloom is accepting            

applications for children aged 6 months through 5 

years from both scholarship and full-pay families. 

Bloomearlylearning.org 
 

The naturescape playground should be designed by 

March 1st, so we can ask for bids. It will be a fenced

-in area behind the Bloom classrooms. 
 

As with Messiah United Methodist Church, PPC will 

be credited with being a Bloom Partner. It is crucial 

for fund-raising to be clear that Bloom is not a     

religious institution, though of course the             

curriculum is values-based. For that reason, our site 

will be referred to as Bloom Early Learning at    

Highway 55 and Rockford Road. Of course, for 

PPC’s purposes this is a mission, & providing the use 

of our space greatly increases our mission giving. 
 

We are starting a Friends of Bloom group which 

will meet monthly and all are invited. We will      

support the Bloom mission and the staff . Please 

contact Penny or Suzy if you are interested. You do 

not have to make a long-term commitment. 
 

Friends of Bloom will host the Baby Shower on 

April 6, from 10 a.m.-12 p.m. This is a chance to let 

the   greater community know about Bloom and to     

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi0l4yF4LPTAhUExoMKHVnKAd8QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.the42.ie%2Fham-sandwich-offaly-829783-Mar2013%2F&psig=AFQjCNGjk4VfwDAg7NISjatpSZku8g7-QQ&ust=1492802183939919


  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Lenten Soup Suppers 

We will be gathering       

together for a light soup 

supper at 6:00 pm starting 

March 13. 

 

A tentative menu is      

outlined below: 

March 13th: Chili and Cheesy Broccoli Soup 

March 20th: Chicken & Wild Rice Soup 

March 27th: Sausage & Tortellini Soup 

April 3rd: Potato Soup 

April 10th: Vegetable Beef Soup 

 

Soups will be made with low sodium and reduced fat 

diets in mind.  It’s not a problem to include other   

special diet requests especially gluten-free, so please      

contact Janet Menary at 763-549-0055 or                               

wimenary@gmail.com 

 

Calling all Quilters and those 

who want to learn! 

We are having a couple of 

quilting bees to make toddler

-sized quilts for the new PPC 

location for Bloom Early 

Learning and Child Care.  The 

goal is to provide each child with a handmade quilt 

for them to use at Bloom for naps and snuggle time. 

The first bee is set for Saturday, March 9th from 9 to 

5.  A follow-up bee is scheduled for Saturday and  

Sunday, March 23rd (9-5) and 24th (noon-5). 

No experience required. 

Please sign up in the narthex, if you would like to help 

by donating tools and supplies that would be greatly 

appreciated too. 

For more information, please contact Janet Menary at 

763-549-0055 or wimenary@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March is MN Food 

Share Month   

We join food shelves, 

other faith communities 

and organizations across 

Minnesota in acting to 

end hunger and food 

insecurity.  MN Food 

Share is a statewide 

fund offering a great 

matching opportunity to 

stretch our gifts.  For 

every $1 given and every pound of food donated 

during March, Minnesota FoodShare provides a  

percentage dollar match to IOCP, CROSS, ICA, 

PRISM or RiverWorks. 

Ways for you to donate to MN food Share in March: 

• Fill a bag for our local food shelf. Respond to 

food insecurity on our community by filling a 

grocery bag with much needed nonperishable 

food and household items. 

• Monetary donations to IOCP, CROSS, ICA, PRISM 

or RiverWorks.  There will be envelopes in the 

narthex and pews or if you would like to donate 

directly online.  Local food shelves can often 

stretch your $1 into enough food for 2 or more 

meals. 

• With daylight saving change back, PPC will be 

collection loose change for MN Food 

Share.  Bring in the your loose change on       

Sunday, March 10 to support our local food 

shelves.   

Watch ‘em Grow Bulb Gardens 

Watch ‘em Grow pots will be available at The 

Lenten Service on Wednesday, March 13th. 

mailto:wimenary@gmail.com
mailto:wimenary@gmail.com


 

People  Of  Plymouth  -    (POP)   

• Chuck Slocum recently posted in the Pioneer Press an article entitled: "Focusing attention on 

a job creation and mentoring strategy".  

(If you hear of one of our members simply being awesome, we want to celebrate it in our People 
of Plymouth section. Please let us know at  office@plymouthpc.org ) 

Save your shoes-clean your closets! 

Ben Hollman & PPC youth will again be leading a 

soles4souls shoe drive in March & April. They 

will be collecting used and new shoes. Last year 

they donated 125 pairs and are  looking to    

double that this year!  Please consider going 

through your closets and hanging on to shoes no 

longer needed to donate to Soles4Souls. We'll 

have a drop box set up in March. 
 

Used Shoes = New Opportunities 

Your new and gently-worn shoes help 

individuals start and sustain small businesses 

to lift themselves out of poverty. Donated 

shoes are a viable resource to help                  

entrepreneurs provide crucial necessities for 

their families. 

A look at six things you 

may not have known 

about daylight saving 

time. 

“Spring forward and fall 

back” is an easy way to   

remember how to set the 

clock when daylight     

saving times begins & 

ends. You set your clock 

forward one hour at 2 

a.m. on March 10. You’ll 

set it back one hour at 2 a.m. on Nov. 3. 

In the United States, daylight saving time began on 

March 21, 1918. U.S. government officials reasoned that 

fuel could be saved by reducing the need for lighting in 

the home. 

Ancient agrarian civilizations used a form of daylight   

saving time, adjusting their timekeeping depending on 

the sun’s activity. 

Many people call it daylight savings time. The official 

name is daylight saving time. No ‘s’ on ‘saving.’ 

Benjamin Franklin came up with an idea to reset clocks in 

the summer months as a way to conserve energy. 

A standardized system of beginning and ending daylight 

saving time came in 1966 when the Uniform Time Act 

became law. While it was a federal act, states were 

granted the power to decide if they wanted to remain on 

standard time year-round. 

mailto:office@plymouthpc.org

