
age.  Once you click on Resources, click Documents, then 
Board Meeting Minutes.  Each month’s minutes are posted 
once they are approved, which happens at the next sched-
uled Board meeting.

 This is your Village!  We welcome your input and 
involvement!

Thank you once again; your kindness is truly appreciat-
ed.   Together your gifts have raised $6,421 thus far. Your 
on-going participation and support endorses our mission 
to “… enable our membership community of Howard 
County residents 55 and older to actively age in place by 
providing mutual support, services and activities and by 
coordinating with public and private resources.”

We would like to remind members who have not yet 
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SEEKING FUNDRAISING 

EVENT IDEAS
Each autumn, The Village In Howard has a Fund 

Raising event to help finance our operations. We’ve 
hosted two “Appraisal Roadshow” events, which were 
quite popular. For the last two years, the TVIH Players 
showcased performances that have been very successful 
in raising funds. The event also presented an opportunity 
for our members to gather for an evening of fun and 
entertainment. 

The Fundraising Committee is now seeking ideas for 
this year’s event. Our target is to raise $3,000-4,000 after 
expenses. Keep in mind, most of the venues available to 
us have room for 100 or fewer guests. Re-staging a TVIH 
Players event may be an option and an evening of bingo and 
a village-wide yard sale have also been suggested.  But there 
are probably other great ideas we can consider to add variety 
to the types of events we offer.

If you have any ideas for a fun evening which can 
also make some money, please send an e-mail message 
to FINANCE@THEVILLAGEINHOWARD.ORG. All 
suggestions should be submitted in February as it takes 
the committee a lot of work, advanced planning to book 
venues, caterers and other associated tasks.

Did You Know…
If you are curious about the inner workings of the 

Village, there are two good ways to learn more.  
1.   Village Board meetings, held from 3:00 p.m. -5:00 

p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of the month, are open to 
members to come and observe.  Our next Board meeting is 
on February 27.  If you have issues that you’d like the Board 
to consider, we will be starting a new process in March.  
You can submit your issues via email to 4info@thevillagein-
howard.org by the Wednesday prior to the Board meeting 
and you will be put on the agenda.  In order for the Board 
to get the Village’s business accomplished in a timely way, 
you’ll have two minutes to present and we’ll decide how 
best to address your issue and follow up.

2.    If you don’t wish to attend, but want to know what 
the Board is working on, Board minutes are posted on the 
website under the Resources page on the TVIH homep-
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WELCOME!
We are thrilled to have you in our 
community and can’t wait to get to 
know you.

Michelle and Dan Blumhagen – Columbia 
Deborah Cole – Columbia
Maurice Dube – Columbia

Joyce Glass - Columbia
Patricia Kirkpatrick - Columbia

Nancy Lyon - Columbia
Diane Minor - Columbia

Cheryl Neely and Phil Sticha - Columbia
Trudy Protewig - Columbia

Janet Randal – Columbia
Luann Schinzel - Columbia
Gladys Schmidt - Columbia

Get involved by attending the February events listed in 
this newsletter. You can view our full calendar of events 

at www.thevillageinhoward.org.
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made a donation to our annual drive, that there is still 
time.  Your participation is so very important to our 
TVIH community. A gift of any amount will be most 
welcome.

You can make a tax-deductible donation online by 
using the DONATE tab on the website or by check to 
the Village in Howard, P.O. Box 1276, Columbia, MD 
21044.

Thank you for your generous support.

TVIH GALLERY
The Village in Howard includes many talented 

artists, writers, and photographers. TVIH is honored 
to host a rotating display of their art. The gallery, 
located within our headquarters, provides a chance 
to get to learn about them and to see and appreciate 
a sample of their work.  The current display includes 
art by Nancy 
Freeman and 
photography by 
Aaron Goldfarb. 

Nancy 
Freeman is a 
professional 
artist hailing 
from California 
but now living in 
Howard County. 
Nancy leads 
a dual career, 
painting commis-
sioned portraits 
and teaching 
to support her 
innovative forays 
into computer 
art. Both sides 
of her life have 
won recognition. 
She is currently 
teaching two classes , “ Pastel Techniques-Painting and 
Drawing with Soft Pastels” and “ Apps for Artists-Us-
ing Touch Screen Tablets to Create Computer  Art” 
for The Art League in Alexandria.  Her art has been 
featured in numerous museums, galleries and exhibits.  
See more at www.nancyfreemanstudio.com . 

Aaron Goldfarb has been involved in photography 
for decades. He has exhibited his photographs in 
galleries but since his retirement from the work world 
where he was a statistician, he has found it far more 

rewarding to use 
photography as a 
medium for ex-
pression. His focus 
has been on digital 
color photography. 
Aaron enjoys taking 
photographs of the 
lakes and rivers in 
Columbia in the 
early morning light. 
It is fortunate that 
he is an early riser 

and lives overlooking 
Lake Kittamaqundi.

Originally from 
New York City he 
moved to Maryland 33 
years ago. He enjoys 
spending time with his 
wife Judy, his family 
and his two-year-old 
Labradoodle, Skye.

Please stop by the 
TVIH headquarters to see the gallery. Nancy’s art is 
in the front room while Aaron’s photos are hanging 
in the rear meeting room.   Consider volunteering to 
exhibit your work.  The exhibits are curated by Joy 
Cheung (who photographs accompany this piece), 
Barbara Flood, and Ellin Scholnick. We invite your 
contributions to the display and your suggestions. 
Contact escholni@umd.edu for more details. 

In Memoriam of a Villager  
We extend our deepest condo-

lences to the family of Dr. Rosalyn 
Terborg-Penn who died on 
December 25, 2018.  Rosalyn was 
a member of TVIH, a Professor 
Emerita at Morgan State Uni-
versity, and one of the founding 
members of the Association for 
the Study of Worldwide African 

Diaspora. A memorial service will be held in the 
spring.

A more detailed description of her noteworthy 
accomplishments can be read at https://www.
baltimoresun.com/news/obituaries/bs-md-ob-rosa-
lyn-penn-20190108-story.html
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Our “Portrait of a Villager” 
this month features Debbie 
Clayman, a person of 

refreshing vitality and insight. 
She describes herself as someone 
who “does not want a house full of 
possessions attaching themselves to 
me.  Rather I want the mobility that 
a closet full of clothes and earthly 
goods cannot give. Likewise my 
aim is to explore the treasures and 
cultures of the world and experi-
ence the various views of reality 
as I am passing through.” That is 
apparent from her portrait.

Debbie Clayman has a gift for 
enabling deep engagement with 
difficult topics by unexpected 
audiences. She is a prize winning 
author of children’s books. In 

her book Snow in Jerusa-
lem, she used her tale of a dispute 
over the ownership of a stray cat 
wandering between the homes of 
an Arab and an Israeli boy as an 
implicit metaphor for the larger 
conflict over ownership of Jerusa-
lem. The boys arrive at the strategy 
of shared ownership. Debbie’s story 

of peace and friendship is a parable 
for our times. Will politicians adopt 
that strategy?   Subsequently, she 
created a story, Hanukkah Moon, 
of Jews in Mexico blending Jewish 
and Hispanic traditions to create 

a new way of marking and 
celebrating Hanukkah. The 
story provides a background 
for fostering an understanding 
of the origins and diversity of 

religious practices and it hints at 
her choice of a pen name, Deborah 
da Costa.

The breadth of Debbie’s educa-
tion and life experience stimulated 
her world view.  Her undergraduate 
education in international relations 
at Ohio State University was fol-
lowed by a Masters in anthropology 

at the same school. She earned a 
second MA in remedial reading 
and a doctorate in developmental 
psychology from Columbia Teach-
er’s College.

The founder of the first organi-
zation for gifted children formed 
by Maryland parents, “Parents for 
Academic and Creative Enrichment 
(PACE),” Debbie has been involved 
in education for children and adults 
for many years. Much of her time 
has been spent erasing cultural 
divides. Her stories are designed to 
make a “world of differences.”  Of 
particular note, Debbie is a Holo-
caust educator, training parents, 
teachers, and children in this 
country about the Holocaust and 
the lessons we can continue to learn 
from it.

Debbie’s experiences have also 

been broadened by membership 
in TVIH. She has remarked, “how 
exciting it is to wake up each 
morning and view my calendar 
packed with TVIH classes, trips 
to museums, even travel to other 
cities and friendly visits from 
the most kind, caring and loving 
volunteers imaginable.  My world 
has been made more secure and 
richer by their friendships.  The 
best is yet to be.”

— Submitted by Ellin Scholnick, 
TVIH Member

Portrait of a Villager

“Debbie Clayman has a gift for enabling 
deep engagement with difficult topics by 
unexpected audiences.” 

— By Ellin Scholnick
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FEATURED UPCOMING EVENTS

TVIH TALK: 
Celebration of Valentine’s Day:
“The First Time I Met My Wife” and

Barbershop Quartet Singing Valentines 
In keeping with the TVIH TALK theme of “sharing 

personal experiences”, we will celebrate Valentine’s Day 
on February 
14 with 
husbands 
Aaron Gold-
farb, George 
Maestri, 
George 
Millican, Ron 
Putz, and Kim 

Sherman telling us when and where they met their 
wives, and sharing their wedding photos at 9:30am at 
the TVIH Center.

 Attendees – 
both single and 
married – are 
welcome to talk 
about their own 
valentine stories 
and show photos. 
After the 
presentation, 
a barbershop 
quartet from 
the Heart of 
Maryland Chorus will arrive at 11:00am with a Singing 
Valentines performance.    

A similar program in 2018 was a blast. The stories 
were funny and heart touching. Speakers told us about 
meeting their wives in a store, in a bar, at a job inter-
view, at a dance, and on a dark country road trying to 
find a rock concert site.

Travel Talks/Potluck: Poland & Australia
On February 21, Marsha Birnbaum and Adrien 

Meskin, will share their adventures in Poland and Aus-
tralia, at 5:30 p.m., at the Central Library in Columbia.

Marsha will show travel slides to Warsaw, Krakow, 
and a side trip to the village town of Marsha’s family 
origin, Sochocin, 40 miles from Warsaw. 

Adrien and her husband, Stephen lived in Australia 
from 1968 to 1971. They will show their collection of 
Australian aboriginal art and explain the significance 

of some of 
the works.

This is 
the 32nd 
monthly 
meeting of 
the TVIH 
Travel Group. 
All TVIH 
members are 
welcome to 

join us. Please bring a friend. There is no fee to partic-
ipate. 

Stepping Up Your Nutrition
The Howard County Office on Aging and Indepen-

dence (OAI), in conjunction with TVIH, presents an 
interactive workshop for people interested in learning 
about the strong correlation between nutritional status, 
muscle strength, and fall risk. The workshop is to be 
held on March 7, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 
at TVIH. Stepping UP Your Nutrition is an interactive, 
2.5 hour, workshop designed for those who would like 
to learn more about how nutrition affects falls, and 
why muscle matters. 

There is a $5.00 fee to participate that will be 
collected on the day of the workshop as a check or 
cash (make check payable to the Director of Finance, 
Howard County). Interested participants must contact 
Malarie Burgess at OAI to complete the registration. 
Call (410)313-6073 or email mburgess@howardcoun-
tymd.gov.  Registrants should arrive by 9:45 a.m. to 
complete registration and payment.                

Energy Savings Program 
Sign up for a “FREE” home energy review and 

appraisal. 
Join us on Thursday, February 7 at 1 p.m. at the 

TVIH Center when Jeremy Scharfenberg, Energy 
Manager with the Columbia Association, will discuss 
energy savings programs. Learn about solar coopera-
tives, how they work, and how you can use them.  Get 
energy efficiency tips for your home.  Understand 
the options for renewable energy credits and clean 
energy suppliers.  Feel free to ask Mr. Scharfenberg any 
questions you may have.  And take advantage of the 
opportunity to sign up for a free home energy review 
of your home.

Singing Valentines Quartet 2018

Submitted by Joy Cheung

Judy and Aaron Goldfarb



POETRY CORNER 
Some may 

question ‘why 
write poetry?’ 
when there have 
been so many 
wonderful poets 
and wondrous 
collections of poems. For me 
writing poetry is an opportunity for 
self-exploration and surprise and it 
can be fun. If one chooses, more-
over, it is also an opportunity to 
give voice to those who are unable 
to speak-up for themselves.

I began to write poetry about 
eight years ago when I enrolled in a 
poetry workshop at the Osher 

Lifelong Learning Institute at 
American University under the 
direction of Jenny Pierson. Al-

though I was a novice then - and I 
still am - Jenny is an extraordinary 
poet and trusted guide and she has 
encouraged me to keep on writing. 

I hope, by this example, that 
other members of TVIH will be 
inspired to share their own poetry 
or prose. It’s another way to get to 
know each other and to enhance 
our sense of community. 

— Chuck Sternheim

I WOULD NEVER TWIS 
YOU

so why call me a 
twitterphobe

just because I’m not into 
twalking
tweading
twaiting?

twitterflys GFY
the way you nudge tweeple  

in twitterloops
it’s twittastic

just not my twing

call it twittertude if you like 

but I’m still into 
candle light

eyes
silence
sighs

indivisible by

though I wonder 
will you still be my tweetheart

if I don’t tweet you back
if I just hold your hand?
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THERE ARE THREE WAYS TO REGISTER FOR AN EVENT:
•  Visit the website at www.thevillageinhoward.org and sign in. After you have signed in, click on the  

“Calendar” tab for the activities for this month or for future months. Click on the activity you want to  
register for. If you are having difficulty registering on the website, please call the office at 443-367-9043.

•  Call the TVIH Office at 443-367-9043 to register. If no one picks up, please leave a message and a volunteer will get 
back to you.

• Click this link to go directly to the website Calendar:
http://thevillageinhoward.clubexpress.com/content.aspx?page_id=2&club_id=855297&sl=504175908
Note: All events will take place at the TVIH Center unless otherwise specified.

TVIH MONTHLY ACTIVITIES REQUIRING REGISTRATION

Energy Savings Program 
& Sustainability  

Initiatives
Thursday, February 7 at 1:00 p.m.

Jeremy Scharfenberg, Energy 
Manager, Columbia Association 
will present a program on energy 
savings programs.

Elders’ Wisdom  
Collective

Thursday, February 7, 11:30 a.m. 
until 1:00 p.m.

An open discussion and sharing 
of information related to aging. We’ll 

discuss our preferences for main-
taining our independence as we age. 

Mah Jongg
Friday, February 8 and 22, 10:00 

a.m. until 12:00 p.m.
A tile-based game of skill, 

strategy and calculation involving a 
degree of chance. Registrants must 
have knowledge of the game.

Practical Steps and  
Ideas for Everyday  

Sustainability
Monday, February 11, 2:00 p.m. 

until 3:30 p.m.

Come to learn what we can do 
to make our community more 
sustainable and what resources are 
available to help us get there. 

My 3 Cents
Wednesday, February 13, 2:00 p.m. 

until 4:00 p.m.
In-depth monthly discussion. Our 

February discussion will focus on 
residential resources for people over 
55: what we know, and what we need.
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Happy Hour: Tuesday, February 5 at 4:00 p.m. until 
6:00 p.m.. at BJ’s Restaurant & Brewery.

Sneakers and Coffee: Meets every Saturday at Lake 
Kittamaqundi at the People Tree at 9:00 a.m.

Lunch Bunch: Each Wednesday from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
In February we will get together at Red Robin Gourmet 
Burgers & Brews behind Columbia Crossing I.

Monday Morning Meanderings:  Meets every Monday 
from 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. We meet at the Wilde 
Lake Boat House if the weather is 40 degrees or higher 
and no rain or snow. If the weather doesn’t cooperate, 
we will meet at the mall in front of the Apple Store. 

Bridge Group: Meets every second and fourth Tuesday 
each month at 1:00 p.m. at Wegman’s in Columbia. 
If interested, contact Sarah Spence at (410)730-9269, 
online registration is not available.

EVENTS OPEN TO ALL
Open to members and non-members. Join us to learn about the Village.

If you would like to be removed from this email list, please email your name and email address to 
4info@thevillageinhoward.org. We will not share your email address or personal information with anyone.

SUPPORTERS: 

If you have problems with, or need information on: 
Membership, email membership@thevillageinhoward.org
Volunteering, email volunteer@thevillageinhoward.org

TVIH TALK: Celebration 
of Valentine’s Day/The 

First Time I Met My Wife
Thursday, February 14, 9:30 a.m.
Find out where George Millican, 

George Maestri, Ron Putz, Aaron 
Goldfarb, and Kim Sherman met 
their wives. After the presentation, 
a barbershop quartet from the Heart 
of Maryland Chorus will arrive with 
a Singing Valentine’s performance.    

TVIH Website and iPhone 
workshop

Wednesday, February 20, 10:00 a.m.
This workshop is for members 

who have questions about navigating 
the TVIH website.

The Village Readers
Thursday, February 21, 10:00 a.m. 

until 11:30 a.m.
Our selection for February is 

“Code Girls, The Untold Story of the 
American Women Code Breakers of 
World War II” by Liza Mundy.

Travel Talks/Potluck,  
Poland and Australia

Thursday, February 21, 5:30 p.m. 
until 8:30 p.m.

Howard County Central Library, 
Columbia, MD 21044

Potluck Dinner/Presentation 
by Marsha Birnbaum and Adrien 
Meskin. 

“Jewish Refugees and 
Shanghai”/Lunch

Sunday, February 24 at 9:45 a.m.
Jewish Museum of MD

A special exhibit followed by 
lunch at Chiaparelli’s.

Member Solicitation Policy
In order to ensure confidence and privacy, and to promote an open exchange of information among our members, The Village in 

Howard maintains a policy of non-solicitation of fellow members for the purpose of business development or marketing.  Our organi-
zation provides opportunities to learn from each other, both at TVIH activities and informally.  Using the directory to find names and 

contact information of other members is appropriate for this purpose.  It is not appropriate to market or solicit business.




