
 

BETH WILLIAMS 
Beth Williams has been a resident and active 
member of the Houston community since 
1964. She is an entrepreneur who has worked 
in commercial real estate for decades. In 
1993, she co-founded the firm, TechTrans 
International (TTI), which she owns and 
operates, serving as both CEO and Chairman 
of the Board.  

TTI is an international language and logistics 
firm that provides services in 124 countries 
and 63 languages from offices in Houston, 
Russia, Jordan, Georgia, Azerbaijan, 
Colombia, Uzbekistan, and Kazakhstan. The 
firm supports a wide array of cooperative 
projects and international programs in diverse technical fields including 
aerospace, global security, and energy development, to name a few.  

Beth was selected as the Houston Business Journal’s 2016 Business 
Woman of the Year in the business-for-profit category. She received a 
Lifetime Achievement Award from the Houston Technology Center and 
is an Ernst & Young Entrepreneur of the Year® 2011 Gulf Coast Area 
award winner, a member of the Houston Economic Development 
Organization, and a graduate of the Center for Houston’s Future. 

Beth actively serves the greater Houston community through 
participation in organizations that focus on local needs including 
education, health, culture, and business leadership. Beth has mentored 
students in the University of Houston Bauer College of Business for 20 
years and has established the TechTrans International Endowed 
Scholarship for students in the college’s Entrepreneurship Program. 

 

 

 

Kira Begunova 
 

Ms. Begunova received a Master of Science (MSc) in Economics 
(2002 – 2005) and a Bachelor and Master of Science (MSc) in 
Petroleum Geology and Engineering (1997-2004) from the 
Peoples’ Friendship University of Russia. While earning her 
Master degrees, Ms. Begunova joined Druzhba Engineering Ltd. 
as an Engineer-Geologist in 2002; in 2005 she joined Russian 
Scientific Institute JSC VNIIneft as a Senior Geologist (both 
companies were providing services in geomodelling and 
reserves calculation to Russian majors). In 2007, Ms. Begunova 
joined LLC EniNeftegaz – a joint venture of ENI-ENEL-
Gazprom as a Senior Reservoir Geologist for development of 
Western Siberia assets. Ms. Begunova joined LUKOIL Overseas 
UK Ltd. in London in 2010 as a Chief Reservoir Geologist. In 
2013, she moved to Houston and is currently the Manager of 
Geomodelling and Reserves Audit for LUKOIL International 
Upstream West Inc. 

	
  
Ellen Smith is Managing Counsel & Global Trade 
Compliance Director for Baker Hughes, where she leads a 
global team of trade compliance professionals responsible 
for daily import, export, trade sanctions and boycott 
compliance advice and training, as well as program 
development, implementation and administration. Ellen has 
been with Baker Hughes for three years and in the Oilfield 
Services Industry for six years, consistently working with 
Russian and Caspian colleagues on legal compliance issues. 
Ellen started her legal compliance career in private practice 
with an International Trade firm in Chicago, Illinois over 17 
years ago.  Prior to moving to Houston six years ago, Ellen 
was part of the legal leadership team at a global apparel 
brand in the Chicago area for more than seven years.  Ellen 
earned her undergraduate degree from Dickinson College in 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, and received her law degree from The 
John Marshall Law School, in Chicago, Illinois.  

1st ANNUAL WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP SPEAKER SERIES

The U.S.-Russia Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce our  
1st Annual Women’s Leadership Speaker Series luncheon.  

“Almost every country in the world has less than five percent of its top companies run 
by women, including the United States and every country in Europe,” said Facebook 
CFO Sheryl Sandberg at the 2015 World Economic Forum.

 Women are an essential part of the global economy. Join the USRCC in a conversation 
with influential women who have achieved success and are making an impact on US-
Russia trade and investment. A panel discussion will provide a unique perspective with 
real examples of challenges, success stories and opportunities. This series will explore 
the global private sector’s economic influence of businesswomen in the USA, Russia 
and CIS countries. 

Wednesday, October 26, 2016
11:00 am – 1:00 pm
Four Seasons Hotel

 1300 Lamar Street, Houston, TX 77010, USA

For sponsorship opportunities please contact:
The U.S.-Russia Chamber of Commerce

2900 Wilcrest Drive, Suite 133, Houston, TX 77042
Phone: 713.429.4680  

Email:  info@usrussiacc.org
Website:  www.usrussiacc.org
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Ludmila Golovine 
President and CEO 

MasterWord
 A graduate of the first entrepreneur-
ship class of the Wolff Center for  
Entrepreneurship at the Bauer  
College of Business at the University 
of Houston, Ludmila (Mila) Rusakova 
Golovine 20 years later runs the busi-
ness that she presented in her class 
business plan. 

Kelly Azevedo
Vice President, Commercial

and 
New Development, Gulf of Mexico Shell

Kelly is currently responsible for commercial 
activities associated with Shell’s deepwater
business in the Gulf of Mexico, based in Hous-
ton. She leads a team including new business 
development, management of existing ventures, 
economics and commercial operations, in total 
some 50 staff. 

 President - Melody Meyer Energy LLC 
   (f ormer President Chevron Asia Pacific  

Exploration and Production Company)

The U.S.-Russia Chamber of Commerce is proud to announce our 
2nd Annual Women’s Leadership Speaker Series luncheon 

Women are an essential part of the global economy. Join the USRCC in a conversation with influential women who 
have achieved success and are making an impact on US-Russia and international trade and investment. A panel 
discussion will provide a unique perspective with real examples of challenges, success and opportunities. This 

series will explore the global private sector’s economic influence of businesswomen in the USA. 
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2nd ANNUAL WOMEN’S LEADERSHIP SPEAKER SERIES

Wednesday, April 19, 2017
11:00 am – 1:00 pm

St. Regis Hotel Houston (Astor Ballroom)
1919 Briar Oaks Lane

Houston, TX 77027 

For sponsorship opportunities please contact:
The U.S.-Russia Chamber of Commerce

2900 Wilcrest Drive, Suite 133, Houton, TX 77042
Phone: 713.429.4680  

Email:  info@usrussiacc.org
Website:  www.usrussiacc.org
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Olga Miller
CEO

Renova USA

Ms. Olga Miller heads Renova USA, the 
representative office for the Renova 
Group of Companies in the United States, 
with prime focus on U.S.-Russia business 
development, philanthropy, public 
relations and government rela-tions 
efforts.  
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Melody Boone Meyer

Melody Meyer has 37 years of distinguished 
service with Chevron with extensive leadership 
expertise in global upstream operations, 
strategic and business planning, major capital 
project execution, capital allocation, and in 
delivering superior financial results.   
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The U.S.-Russia Chamber of Commerce 
is proud to announce our  3rd Annual 
Women’s Leadership Speaker Series 

 

Women are an essential part of the global economy. Join the USRCC in a conversation with influential women who 
have achieved success and are making an impact on US-Russia and international trade and investment. A panel 
discussion will provide a unique perspective with real examples of challenges, success and opportunities. This series 
will explore the global private sector’s economic influence of businesswomen in the USA. Please click here to view 
the prior speakers. 
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              Tuesday, November 28, 2017 • 11:30 am to 1:30 pm 
         The Cornell Club of New York • 6 East 44th St., New York, NY10017 
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          For sponsorship opportunities please contact 
                     The U.S.-Russia Chamber of Commerce 
              2900 Wilcrest Drive, Suite 133, Houston, TX 77042 
       Phone: 713.429.4680  Email: info@usrussiacc.org    
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