
Exploitation through trafficking is a very real and traumatizing experience for 

many of the precious youth and children in our community!  My name is Kathy 

Cusimano, Prevention Coordinator and Child and Youth Trafficking Survivor 

Advocate. Since joining the amazing Child Advocacy Services family in January, I 

have had the privilege to work with many youth whose lives have been forever 

changed by sexual and labor exploitation!   

I have been blessed to work with many service providers to bring support and 

healing into the lives of our areas’ identified youth.  The trauma these youth have 

faced impacts every aspect of their lives.  I am truly amazed by the resilience and 

strength these youth have displayed as they overcome the anguish and upheaval 

they suffered and are moving forward with their young lives.  

This is an incredible task, one that I cannot do alone. It will take our entire 

community to stand together and commit to keeping our youth safe!   Although 

traffickers come from many walks of life and in so many forms, they do all have a 

common goal: to manipulate, entrap, and enslave our youth for their own 

personal gain!  Traffickers are also the ‘purchaser’ of sex from a child under the 

age of 18, whether for money or any item of value.  Traffickers work to friend and 

groom vulnerable youth, often taking subtle steps toward exploitation.   

I realize that it is hard to fathom how some people treat and misuse others. There 

is definitely hope!  The most important steps you can take is to start with your 

own children.  If you can commit to building safe and healthy relationships, we 

will build stronger, connected youth, building a strong defense against this 

treacherous epidemic.  We can equip our children, grandchildren, students, and 

community youth by checking in with them often, reminding them regularly how 

precious and cherished they are.  We can be aware, available to listen, ask 

questions and be present in their daily lives!   

For more information or to schedule a Human Trafficking 101 class, please reach 

out to me at kcusimano@childadv.net.  


