
 
 

Friday, July 12, 2019 

 

 

Dear Community Partner, 

 

 

WE HAVE A NEW DATE! Due to some scheduling conflicts, the FREE Back-to-School Carnival for 

LSI’s foster and adoptive families has been changed to Sunday, August 18 from 5 to 7 p.m. with 

a rain date of Monday, August 19 from 6 to 8 p.m. As I mentioned in my first letter, summer is 

going fast and soon it will be time for another school year to begin. For foster and  adoptive 

families with several kids, this can easily become a very stressful time, both emotionally and 

financially. LSI would like to partner with your agency or group to help turn this stressful time 

into a fun celebration. 

Because the McPherson Ave. Church of Christ in Council Bluffs has held Back-to-School carnivals 

before, they have booth supplies, an open grassy area, and ample parking. They have 

volunteered to help host this event and provide the carnival games, but we need your help to 

pull off this spectacular, collaborative event. 

But what’s a carnival without prizes? We would love to have various agencies, businesses, and 

organizations to help out with those. If you decide to contribute, we’d love to acknowledge you 

on our contributor’s board for the community (and possibly the press) to see. 

There are three options of ways you and your organization can help: 

1. Purchase the items for a game, such as 200 bottles of glue, markers, or backpacks. You 

can also collect donations. 

2. Help us purchase the school supplies. Simply send a check or gift card to us and we’ll 

watch the ads and buy the needed school supplies. We need everything from note cards 

to markers to backpacks. 



3. Round up a crew to man a booth. Your team lead the game and interact with these 

great families. You can supply the game or we’ll provide one. Let us know if this is in 

your plans and if you’ll be supplying your own prizes.  

Not only will Back-to-School Carnival help our foster and adoptive families in a fun way, we 

think this will also be a great time for personal contacts and will make parents aware of the 

services and opportunities available in this community. It will also show these generous parents 

our willingness to work together for their good. Foster and adoptive parents have opened their 

hearts and homes, and this Back-to-School Carnival will show them we are all grateful for their 

help in caring for our community’s children. 

We are hoping to get both television and newspaper coverage of this event, as well, where we 

can spotlight the need for additional foster parents in our area and highlight the spirit of 

community among the various agencies, groups, and churches who want to help these children. 

If your agency or group is willing to be part of this exciting carnival, please reply to me, Sandra 

Dollen, as soon as possible or send a donation in the form of a check or gift card to the address 

below. This will let us know how many agencies, groups, and businesses we can count on.  

Please make checks payable to the Church of Christ. 

Thank you in advance for your participation. I’m sure you’ll agree that if we work together, this 

Back-to-School Carnival will be a great way to help our foster and adoptive families and possibly 

recruit more. We can’t do this without you. Please feel free to call or email me with questions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandra Dollen 

LSI Post-Adoptive Support Worker and Retention and Recruitment Specialist 
Sandra.dollen@LSIowa.org  
(402) 490-4582 
1525 McPherson Avenue, Council Bluffs Ia 51503 
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