
A READING FROM THE FIRST EPISTLE OF CLEMENT

Let us, therefore, humble ourselves, brethren, laying aside all pride,
and boasting, and foolishness, and anger: And let us do as it is
written.

For thus saith the Holy Spirit; Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
nor the strong man in his strength, nor the rich man in his riches; but
let him that glorieth, glory in the Lord, to seek him, and to do
judgment and justice.

Above all, remembering the words of the Lord Jesus, which he spake 
concerning equity and long suffering, saying,

Be ye merciful and ye shall obtain mercy; forgive, and ye shall be
forgiven: as ye do, so shall it be done unto you: as ye give, so shall it
be given unto you: as ye judge, so shall ye be judged; as ye are kind
to others so shall God be kind to you: with what measure ye mete,
with the same shall it be measured to you again.

By this command, and by these rules, let us establish ourselves, that
so we may always walk obediently to his holy words; being humble
minded:

For so says the Holy Scripture; upon whom shall I look, even upon him
that is poor and of a contrite spirit, and that trembles at my word.

It is, therefore, just and righteous, men and brethren, that we should
become obedient unto God, rather than follow such as  through
pride and sedition, have made themselves the ring-leaders of a
detestable emulation.

For it is not an ordinary harm that we shall do ourselves but rather a
very great danger that we shall run, if we shall rashly give up
ourselves to the wills of men who promote strife and seditions, to turn
us aside from that which is fitting.



But let us be kind to one another, according to the compassion and
sweetness of him that made us.

For it is written, The merciful shall inherit the earth; and they that are
without evil shall be left upon it: but the transgressors shall perish from
off the face of it.

Clement VII: 1-10


