
A READING FORM THE FIRST LETTER OF JOHN

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what

we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our

hands, concerning the word of life—this life was revealed, and we have seen

it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father

and was revealed to us.

 We declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may

have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with

Jesus .

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is

light and in him there is no darkness at all. 

 If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness,

we lie and do not do what is true;  but if we walk in the light as he himself is in

the light, we have fellowship with one another.

 Now by this we may be sure that we know him, if we obey his

commandments. Whoever says, “I have come to know him,” but does not

obey his commandments, is a liar, and in such a person the truth does not

exist;  but whoever obeys his word, truly in this person the love of God has

reached perfection

Yet I am writing you a new commandment that is true in him and in you,

because  the darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining.

Whoever says, “I am in the light,” while hating a brother or sister, is still in the

darkness. 

Do not love the world or the things in the world. The love of the Father is not in

those who love the world;  for all that is in the world—the desire of the flesh,

the desire of the eyes, the pride in riches—comes not from the Father but

from the world.   And the world and its desire are passing away, but those

who do the will of God live forever.
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